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TO 



DAVID GARDINER, Efq. 

CoKNET in Sir John Copy's Regiment 

of Dragoons. 



DEAR SIR, 

WHILE my heart is following you, 
with a truly paternal folicitudc, 
through. aU the dangers of military- 
life, in which you are thus early en- 
gaged, anxious for your fafety amid ft 
the inftruments of death, and the far 
more dangerous allurements of vice; I 
feel a peculiar pleafure in being able at 
length, though after fuch long delays, 
to put into your hands the Memoirs 
with which I now prcfent you. They 
contain many particulars, which would 
hayc been worthy of your attentive 

A 3 notice. 
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notice, had they related to a pcrfon 
of the moft diftant nation or age : But 
they will, 1 doubt not, command your 
peculiar regard, as they are facred to 
the memory of that excellent man, 
from whom you had the honour to. de- 
rive your birth, and by whofe gene- 
rous and affedionate care you have 
been laid under all the obligations, 
which the belt of fathers could confer 
on a moit beloved fon. 

Here, Sir, you fee a gentleman, wh<f 
with all the ad vantages of a liberal and 
religious education, added to every .na- 
tural accomplilhment that could render 
him moft agreeable, entered, before he 
had attained the ftature of a man, on 
thofe arduous and generous fervices to 
which you are devoted, and behaved in 
them with a gallantry and courage,^ 
which will always give a fplendor to 
his name among the Britiih fold iery, 
and render him an example to all officers 
of his rank. But, alas! amidft all the 
intrepidity of the martial hero, you fee' 
him vanquilhed by ' the blandiCjiments 
of pleafure, and in chace of it pltinging 
ll himfelf 
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himfelf into follies and vices, for which 
no w^nt of education or genius could 
have been a fufficieht excule. You be- 
hold him urging ' the ignoble and fatal 
purfuit, unmoved by the terrors \vhicn 
death wa^contimially darting around 
him, and the moft fignal deliverances 
by which Providence again and again 
refcued him from thofe terrors j till at 
length he* was reclaimed by an ever-me- 
morable interpofition of divine grace; 
Theri you have the pleafure of (eeing 
him become in good earned a convert to 
chriftjanity, and by fpeedy advances 
growing up into one of its brighteft or- 
naments-; his mind continually filled 
with the great ideas \vhich the Gofpel of 
our Redeemer fbggefts, and bringing the 
blefled influence of its fublime princi- 
ples into every relation of military and 
civil, of public and domettic life. You 
trace him perlcvering in a fteady and 
uniform coUrfe of goodnefs, through a 
long feries of honourable afid profperous 
years, the delight of all that were lb 
happy as to know him, and in his 
fphere, the irioft fkithfuJ guardian of his 
country ; till at laft worn out with ho- 
nourable 
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nonrabk labours, and broken with in* 
firmities which they ba4 haftened upon 
him before the tinae,. you. fee him for- 

. getting them at once at,the call of duty 
and providence ; with ^U the generous 

* airdour of hU moft vigcxrous days ruihing 
on the enemies, of reUgjbn and liberty, 
iUftaining their fiiock witjb tdie moft de- 
Ubcrate fortitude, when defert^dr hy thofi; 
that floQuld have fupported him, and 
cheerfully facriiicing the little remains 
of a mortal life, in the triumphant views 
of a glorious immortality. 

Thig, Sir, is the noble objed J pre- 
fent to your view ; and you will, I hope, 
fix your eye continually upon it, and 
will never allow yourfelf for one day to 
forget, that this illuftrious man is Colo-^ 
nel Gaslpiner, your ever honoured fa- 
ther ; who, having approved his fdelipf 
to the dMtby and received a ct^own of li^j 
feems, as it wer^, by what you here read, 
to be calling out to you from amidft the 
cloud of witneffes with which you are 
furrounded, and urging you by every 
generous, tender, filial ientiment, to 
mark the footfteps of his Chriftian race, 

and 
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and ftrenuouily to maintain that combat^ 
where the vidory is through divine 
gmce certain, and. the ptize an eternal 
kingdom in the heavens.' 

The laft number of the Appendix in- 
troduces a moft worthy triumvirate of 
your father^s friends, following him 
through the fame heroic path, to an end 
like his'i ^^^ ^i^^ plcafure pouring 
forth their lives in blood, for the refcue 
and prclcrvation of their dearer country. 
And I truft, the jcloquencc of their ex- 
amples will be prevalent with: many-, td 
emulate the many virtues for which tlicy 

were confpicuous. 

• • • 

My hopes. Sir, that all thcfe power--" 
ful motives will efpecially have their 
full eflBicacy cMiiYot;, are greatly encou- 
raged by the certainty which I have of 
your being well acquainted with the evi- 
dence of Chriflianity in its full extent ; 
a criminal ignorance of which, in the 
midfl of great advantages for learning 
them, leaves fo many of our young 
people a prey tq Dcifra, and fo' to vice 

and 
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arril jQin^ ivhich. gcoendliy} brin^ up. its- 
tcau My liSc wo^d be i» rontimial bur^-^ 
dfi0 to nue^ i£ 1 had' not a (nndckiufnefs. 
in the fight of Gdd^ thad dbcang^ t&e 
years in which the important truft of 
your edticatibn was commitfed to cny 
car^ I had: lakt before youHthe ~^acm 
both of mtural asid rrvcaliOflll:feligM»T^ 
in wi^t I zffascdhf dfteGSt txsi bo, with 
itgard ta the judgment^ if they are 
cardidly examined^ anrircofiiliiiir light ; 
and ttett I bad eodea^ouxed to. attend 
them with thoi^ addaiefles^. wlikth might 
be moft likely to imprej^; yocrr heart. 
Yoahave not^ dear Si% for^otteiv ^nd 
I am confident you can . never intirdy 
forget the alHduity with which I have 
kboured to foisn youf mipd^. not only 
t(^ what might be ornamental to you in 
bunum> life^ b^t above all to a. truB ta^e 
of what is tealyexcelknt^ and an early 
oootempt of tbofe vanities by wh^dbf the 
geoosality of outf youtii^ ei^ecially iit 
your fiatidi)^ are debaied^ eocrtatedy and 
undone* My privatq as well a$^ pdblic 
^ddrefiesfor this pui^o£ej^ \n\\ I Igfiow, 
be xeatembeied >by.you^ and the teais of 

ten- 
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tcndernefe with whitih they 4««rc fo of- 
ten heea laccoorpAiicd : And many they 
be fo n^ettbered^ fth^t they who arc 
«aK>ft teifiderly concerned^ may be eom- 
fortcd under the lofi of fuch an inefti- 
mable friend as Colonel Gardiner, by 
feeing that his charader, in all its oioft 
amiable and refplendent parts, lives in 
you; and that, how difficult foever it 
may be to aft up to that height of ex- 
pedation, with which the . eyes of the 
world will be fixed 09 the ibo of fuch 
a father, you are, in the ftrength of di- 
vine grace, atfieoiptiDg- it ; at leaft are 
following him with generous emulation 
and with daily folicitude, that the fteps 
may be kfs tmeqtiai ! 

May the Lord God of your ftther. 
and I will add, of both your pious 
and iidiiouiahic parents, animate your 
heart more and moce with fuch views 
and fentiments as thefe ! May He guard 
your life amidft every fcene of dan- 
ger, to be a proteftion and bleiffing 
to thofe that are yet unborn ; and may 
He give you, in fome far diftant pe- 
riod 
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ribd of time, to refign it by a gentler 
diflbjutbn than the hero from whom 
you fprung, or, if unerring Wifdom ap- 
point otherwife, to end it with equal 

glory! 

■•■ . - ■ '. 

• '•.-■■:'. . • f 

i am^ * r 

.41'' 7 i 
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• I *. ■ . 
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''\ Your ;ev'er faithful^ ' ' 
''''[ '!'^^ ' Affeaionate filbttdy and 
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obliged humble fervant, 

Nerthamptoriy 

• Pi Doddridge. 
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CoL JAMES GARDINER. 



HENIpromifed the Pub- 
lic fome larger account ot 
the life and churaft er of this 
illuftrious perfon, than I could conveni- 
ently infert m my Sermon on the fad occa- 
lion of his death, I was fecure, that it Pro- 
vidence continued my capacity cf writing, 
I fliould not wholly difappoint the expecta- 
tion. Fori was furniihed with a vari-Jiy 
of particulars, which appeared to me wor- 
thy of general nuiice, in confcquence of 
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that intimate friendfhip with which he had 
honoured me during the fix laft years of 
his life J a friendfhip which led him to 
open his heart to me in repeated conver- 
I'ucionSj with an unbounded confidence, aa 
(he then aflured me, beyond what she had 
ufed with any other man living,) fo far . 
as religious experiences were concerned: 
And I had alfo received feveral very va- 
luable letters from him, during the time 
of our abfence from each other, which 
contained moft genuine and edifying traces 
of his Chriftian charafter. But I hoped 
farther to learn many valuable particulars 
from the papers of his own clofet ^ and 
from his letters to other friends, as well 
as from what they more circumftantially 
knew concerning him : I therefore deter- 
mined to delay the execution of my 
prorhife, till 1 could enjoy thcfe advan- 
tages for performing it in the moft fa- 
tisfaftory manner ; nor have I, on the 
whole, reafon to regret that determina- 
tion. 

§. 2. I lliall not trouble the Reader with 
all the caufes which concurred to hinder 
thefe expefted affillances for almoft a whole 
■year; The chief of them were the tedi- 
ous languiftiing illnefs of his afflifted lady, 
through whofe hands it was proper the pa- 
pers ^ould pafs 9 together with the confu- 
lion into which the rebels had thrown 

^ them. 
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them, when they ranlkiked his feat at 
Bankton, where moft of them were dcpo- 
fited. But having now received luch ot 
them as have efcaped their voraciou.'* 
hands, and could conveniently be collefted 
and tranfmitted, I fet myfcli' with the 
greatefl pleufure to perrorni, what I ellecm, 
not merely a tribute of gratitude to the 
memory of my invaluable friend, (^though 
never was the memory of any mortal niuii 
more precious and facred to me^) but of 
duty to God, and to my fellow-creatures : 
For I have a molt chearful hope, that the 
Narrative I am now to write, will, under 
the Divine Bleffing,be a means of fpreading, 
what of all things in the world every bene- 
volent heart will moft dcfire to fpread, a 
warm and lively fenfe of religion. 

^. 3. My own heart has been fo much 
edified and animated, by what 1 have read 
in the memoirs of perfons who have been 
eminent for wifdom and piety, that I can- 
not but wifli the treafure may be more and 
more increafed : And I would hope, the 
world may gather the like valuable fruits 
from the Lite I am now attempting ^ not 
only as it will contain very lingular cir- 
cumftances, which may excite a general 
curiofity, but as it comes attended with 
fome other particular advantages. 

B 2 $.4. 
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6. 4. The reader is^ here to furvey a cha- 
rafter of fuch eminent and various good- 
nefs, as might demand veneration, and 
infpire him with a defire to imitate it too, 
had it appeared in the obfcureft rank : But 
it will lurely command fome peculiar re- 
gard, when viewed in fo elevated and im- 
portant a ilation;' efpecially as it ihone, 
not in ecclefiaftical but military life, where 
the temptations are fo many, and the pre- 
valency of the contrary chara£Ver fo great, 
that ic may feem no inconfiderable praife 
and felicity to be free from diflblute vice, 
and to retain what in moft other profel- 
iions might be efteemed only a mediocrity 
of virtue. It may furely with the higheft 
juftice be expefted, that the title and bra- 
very of Colonel Gardiner will invite 
many of our officers and foldiers, to whom 
his name has been long honourable and 
dear, to perufe this account of him with 
fome peculiar attention : In confequence 
of which, it may be a means of increal]ng 
the number, and brightening the chirac- 
ter, ot thofe who are already adorning 
their office, their country, and their reli- 
gion s and of reclaiming thofe, who will 
lee rather what they ought to be, than 
what they are. On the whole, to the^^//- 
tlcmen of the fword I would particularly of- 
fer thele memoirs, as theirs by fodiftinguifh- 
ed a title: Yet I am firmly perfuaded there 

are 
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are none whofe office is fo facrcd, or whole 
proficiency in the religious life is fo ad- 
vanced, but they may find fomething to 
demand their thankfulnefs, and to awaken 
their emulation. 

§. 5. Colonel James Gardiner, of 
whom we write, was the fon of Captain 
Patrick Gardiner, of the family of Tor- 
wood-head, by Mrs. Mary Hodge, of the 
family of Gladfmuir. The Captain, who 
was mafter of a handfome eltate, ferved 
many years in the army of King William 
and Queen Anne, and died abroad with the 
Bricifn forces in Germany, quickly after the 
battle of Hochftet, through the tatigues he 
underwent in the duties of that celebrated 
campaign. He had a company in the re- 
giment of foot, once commanded by Colo- 
nel Hodge, his valiant brother-in-law, who 
was flain at the head of that regiment, (my 
memorial from Scotland fays) at the battle 
of Steenkirk, which was fought in the year 
1692. 

§. 6. Mrs. Gardiner, our Colonel's mo- 
ther, was a lady of a very valuable charac- 
ter; but it pleafedGod to exercife her with 
very uncommon trials: For ihe not only loft 
her husband and her brother in the fcr- 
vice of their country, as before related, but 
alfo her eldeft fon, Mr. Robert Gardiner, 
on the day which completed the 16th year 
of his age, at the fiege of Namur in 1695. 

B 3 But 
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But there is great reafon to believe, Goi> 
blefled thefe various and heavy affliftions, 
as the means of forming her to that emi- 
nent .degree of piety, which will render 
her memory honourable as long as it con- 
tinues. 

§. 7. Her fecond fon, the worthy perfon 
of whom I am now to give a more particu- 
lar account, was born at Carriden in Lin- 
Jithgowfhire, on the loth of January, A. D. 
1687-8, the memorable year of that glo- 
rious Revolution, which he juftly efteemed 
among the happieft of all events. So that 
when he was flain in the defence of thofe 
liberties, which Gop then by fo gracious a 
providence refcued from utter deftruftion, 
i, e. on the 21ft of September, 1745, he 
was aged 57 years, 8 months, and 11 
days. 

§. 8. The annual return of his birth-day 
•was obferved by him, in the latter and 
better years of his life, in a manner very 
different from what is commonly praftifed : 
For inftead of making it a day of fefti- 
vity, I am told, he rather diftinguifhed it 
as a feafon of more than ordinary humilia- 
tion before God ^ both in commemoration 
of thofe mercies which he received in the 
firft opening of life, and under an affec- 
tionate fenle, as well of his long aliena- 
tion from the Great Author and fupport of 
his being, as of the many imperleftions 

which 
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which be lamented, in the heft of his days 
and fervices. 

$. 9. I have not met with many things 
remarkable conoeming the early veais ot 
his life, only that hia mother toolc care to 
inflrud: him^ with great tendernefs and at^ 
fe£fcion, in the principles of true chriitiani- 
ty« He was alfo trained up in human lite* 
rature at the fchool at Linlithgow, w here he 
made a very coniiderable progrefs iji the 
languages. I remember to have heard him 
quote fome paiTages of the Latin Clailicd 
very pertinently ^ though his employment 
in life, and the various turns which his 
mind took under different impulfes in fuc- 
ceeding years, prevented him from cultiva- 
ting fuch ftudies. 

§. 10. The good effefts of his mother's 
prudent and exemplary care were not fo 
confpicuous as Ihe wilhed and hoped, in 
the younger pait of her fon's lite^ yet 
there is great reafcn to believe, they were 
not entirely lolh As they were probably 
the occaiion of many conviftions, which 
in his younger years were over-borne ; 
fo I doubt not, that when religious im- 
preflions cook that ftrong hold of his heart, 
which they afterwards did, that Hock of 
knowledge which had been fo early laid 
up in his mind, was found of confiderable 
fervice. And I have heard them make 
the obferVation, as an encouragement to 

parents. 
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parents, and other pious friends, to do their 
duty, and to hope tor thofe good confe- 
quences of it which may not immediately 
appear. 

§. n. Could bi3 miother, or a very re- 
ligious aunt, (of wbgfe good inftru^ions 
and exhortations, 1 have often heard him 
fpeak with plealure) have prevailed, he 
would not have thought of a military Hfe^ 
fro'<| which, it is no wonder, thefe ladies 
endeavoured to diffuade him, confidering 
the mournful experience they had of the 
dangers attending it, and the dear rela- 
tives they had loft already by it. But it 
fuited his tafte; and the ardour of his 
fpirit,- animated by the perfuafions of a 
friend who greatly urged it *, was not to 
be reftrained. Nor will the Reader won- 
der, that thus excited and fupported, it 
eaiily overbore their tender remonftranccs, 
when he knows, that this lively youth 
fought three duels before he attained to the 
ftature of a man 5 in one of which, when 
he was but eight years old, he received 
from a boy much older than himfelf, a 
wound in his right cheek, the fear of , 
which was always very apparent. The 
falfe fenfe of honour which inftigated him 

to 

* 1 fuppofe this to have been Brigadier-General 
Rue, who had from his childhood a peculiar affec- 
tion for hiln. 



Life of Colonel Gardiker. 9 

to It, might feera indeed fomething excufe- 
able, in thofe unripened years, and con- 
fidering the profeflion of nis father, bro- 
ther, and uncle ^ but I have often heard 
him mentionthis ralhnefs with that regret, 
which the reSeftion would naturally give 
to fo wife and good a man in the maturity 
of life. And I have been informed, that 
after his remarkable converfion, he de- 
clined accepting a challenge, with this 
calm and truly great reply, which in a man 
of his experienced bravery was exceeding 
graceful ; " f fear linning, though you know 
'^ I do not fear fighting/* 

§. 12. He ferved firft as a Cadet, which 
muft have been very early; and then, at 
fourteen years old, hebore an Enfign's cf m- 
miffion in a Scots regiment in the Dutch 
fervice i in which he continued till the 
year 1702, when (if my information be 
right) he received an Enlign's ccmmiffion 
from Queen Anne, which he bore in the 
battle of RamilHes, being then in the nine- 
teenth year of his age. In this ever-me- 
morable aftion, he received a wound in his 
mouth by a musket-ball, which hath often 
been reported to be the occafion of his con- 
verfion. That report was a miilaken one ; 
but as fome very remarkable circumitances 
attended this affair, which I have had the 
pleafure of hearing more than once from 
nis own mouth, I hope my Reader will 

excufe 
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excufe me, if I give him fo uncommon a 
ftory at large. 

§. 13^ Oar young ojfficer was of a party 
in the Forlorn Hope, and was commanded 
on what feemed almoft adefberate fervice, 
to difpoflefs the French of the church- 
yard at Ramillies, where a confiderable 
number of them were ported to remark- 
able advantage. They fucceeded much 
better than was expefted ; and it may 
well be fuppoled, that Mr. Gardiner, who 
had before been in feveral encounter.**, 
and had the view of making his for- 
tune, to animate the natural intrepidity 
of his fpirit, was glad of fuch an op- 
portunity of iignalizing himfelf. Accord- 
ingly he had planted his colours on an 
advanced ground ; and while he was call- 
ing to his men, (probably in that horrid 
language which is fo peculiar a difgrace 
to our foldiery, and fo abfurdly common 
in fuch articles of extreme danger,) he 
received a fhot into his mouth, which, 
without beating out any ot his teeth, or 
touching the fore part of his tongue, went 
through his neck, and came out about 
an inch and an half on the left lide of 
the vertebrae. Not fefcling at firft the pain 
of the ftiroke, he wondered what was be- 
come of the ball, and 'in the wildnefs of 
his furprize^ began to &fpe6l he had fwal- 
lowed it; but dropping toon after, he 

traced 
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traced the paflage of it by his ifilger, 
when he could difcover it no other way ^ 
which I mention as one circumftance among 
many which occur, to make it probabJ'* 
that the greater part of thofe who lal. 
in battle by thefe inftruments of death, 
feel vefy little anguiih trom the moll mor- 
tal wounds. 

§. 14. This accident happened about 
five or fix in the evening, on the 23d 
day of May, in the year 1706^ and the 
army purfuing its advantages againll the 
French, without ever regarding the wound- 
ed, (which was, it leems, the Duke of 
Marlborough's conftant method,) our young 
officer lay all night in the field, agita- 
ted, as well may be fuppofed, with a 
great variety of thoughts. He aflured 
me, that when he rcfleftcd upon the 
circumftances of his wound, that a ball 
Ihould, as he then conceived it, go through 
his head without killing him, he thougnc 
God had prefer ved him by miracles and 
therefore affuredly concluded that he Ihould 
live, abandoned and defperate as his ftate 
then feemed to be. Yet, (which to me 
appeared very aftonifliing,') he had little 
thoughts of humbling himlelf belbre God, 
and returning to him after the wanderings 
of a life fo licentioufly begun. But ex- 
pefting to recover, his mind was taken 
up with contrivances to fecure his gold, 

of 
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of "'which he had a pretty deal about 
him; and he had recourfe to a very odd 
expedient, which proved fuccefsful. Ex- 
pecting to be ftripped, he firft took out a 
handful of that clotted gore, of which he 
was frequently obliged to clear his mouth, 
or he would have been choaked ^ and put- 
ting it into his left-hand, he took out his 
money, (which, I think, was about nineteen 

f^ftoles^i and Ihutting his hand, and be- 
inearing thet)ack part of it with blood, he 
kept it in this pontion till the blood dried 
in fuch a manner, that his hand could not 
eafily fall open, though any fudden fur- 

f^rize fhould happen, in which he might 
ofe the prefence of mind which that con- 
cealment otherwife would have required. 

§. 15. In the morning the French, who 
were maflers of that fpot, though their 
forces were defeated at lome diftance, came 
to plunder the flain ; and feeing him to 
appearance almofl: expiring, one of them 
was juft applying a fword to his bread, to 
deftroy the little remainder of life ; when 
in the critical moment, upon which all the 
extraordinary events of fuch a life as his 
afterwards proved was fufpended, a Cor- 
delier, who attended the plunderers, inter- 
pofed, (taking him by his drefs for a French* 
man,) and faid, ^' Do not kill that poor 
'^ child." Our young foldier heard all 
that pafled, though he was not able to 

fpeak 
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^ak one word^ and, opening his 'eyes, 
made a Jign lor fomeching to drink. They 
gave him a fup of fome fpirituous liquor, 
which happened to be at hand y by w hich 
he faid he found a more fenfible refrefli- 
menty than he could remember irom any 
thing he had tailed either before or iince. 
Then fignifying to the Friar to lean down 
his ear to his mouth, he employed the firft 
efibrts of his feeble breath in telling him, 
Cwhat, alas \ was a contrived falfehood^i 
that he was nephew to the Governor of 
Hay, a neutral town in the neighbourhood, 
and that, if he could take any method of 
conveying him thither, he did not doubc 
tmt his uncle would liberally reward him. 
He bad indeed a fViend at Huy, (who I 
think was Governor, and, if I miftake nor, 
had been acquainted with the Captain his 
fafberp fnom whom he expelled a kind 
reception ^ but the relation was only pre-- 
tenwd. On bearing this, they laid him 
on a fort of hand-barrow, and fent him 
by a file of mufqueteers towards the place s 
but the men loit their way, a^id got into a 
wood towards the evening, in wliich they 
were obliged to continue all night. Tbe 
poor patient's wound being Itill undrefl'ed, 
ic is not to be wondered that by this time 
it raged violently. The anguilh of it en- 
gaged him earneftlj^ to beg, that ihey 
would either kill him outright, or leave 
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him there to die, without the torture' of 
any fariher motion , and indeed they were 
obliged to reft for a conliderable time, on 
^iccounc of their own wearinefs. Thus he 
ipent the fecond night in the open air, 
without any thing more than a Common 
bondage to ftanch the blood; He hath 
often mentioned it as a moft aftohilhing 
providence, that be did not bleed to 
deaths which, under God, he afcribed 
to the remarkable coldnefs of thefe two 
nights. 

§. i6. judging it quite unfafe to attempt 
carrying him to Huy, from whence they 
were now feveral miles diftant, his convoy 
took him early in the morning to a convent 
in the neighbourhood ; where he was hof- 
pitably received, and treated with great 
kindnefs and tendernefs. Bat the cure of 
his wound was committed to an ignorant 
barber-furgeon, who lived near the houfej 
the beft^itt that could then be made, at 
a time whep it may e^fily be fuppofed per- 
i'ons of ability in their profeffion had their 
hands full of employment. The .tent 
which this artift applied, was almoft like a 
peg driven into tne wound ^ and gentle- 
men of skill and experience, when they 
came to hear of the manner in which he 
' was treated, wondered how he could pof- 
libly furvive fuch management. But by 
the blcfling of God oa thefe applications, 

rough 
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rough as they were, he recovered in a 
few months. The Lady Abbefs, who 
called him her fon, treated him with the 
afFeftion and care of a mother; and he 
always declared, that every thing which 
he faw within thefe walls, was conduftcd 
with the ftriftell decency and dectTum. 
He received a great many devout Hdmiaii- 
tions from the Indies there; and they v\ ould 
fain have perfuaded him to acknv^wledgc 
what they thought fo miraculous a deliver- 
ance, by embracing the Catholic Faith, as 
they were pleafed to call it. But they 
could not fucceed : For though no religion 
lay near bis heart, yet he had too mucn ot 
the fpirit of a gentleman, lightly to change 
that form of religion which he wore (as 
it were) looie about him ; as well as too 
much good fenfe, to fwallow thofe mon- 
fttous abfurdities of popery, which imme- 
diately prefented themfelves to him, unac- 
quainted as he was with the niceties of the 
controverfy. 

§. 17. When his liberty was regained 
by an exchange of prifoners, and his 
health thoroughly eftablilhed, he was far 
from rendering^ unto the Lord^ according to 
that wondertul difplay of divine mercy 
which he had experienced. 1 know very 
little of the particulars of thofe wild, 
thoughtlefs, and wretched years, which 
lay between the nineteenth and the thirtieth 
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of his Hfe^ except it be, that be frecjuent- 
ly experienced the divine goodnefs in re- 
newed inftances, particularly in preferving 
him in feveral hot military aftigns, in aU 
which he never received fo much as a 
wound after this, forward as he was in 
tempting danger s and yet, that all thefe 
years were ^ent in an entire alienation 
from God, and an eager purfuit of animal 
pleafure, as his fupreme good. The feries 
of criminal ammrs^ in which he was almoll 
inceflantly engaged d^iring this time, muft 
probably have afforded Ibme remarkable 
aid ventures! and occurrences ^ but the me- 
mory of them is periihed. Nor do I think 
it unworthy notice here, that amidft all 
the intimacy of our friendship, and the 
many hours of chearful as well as ferious 
converfe which we fpent together, I never 
remember to have heard him fpeak of any 
of thefe intrigues, otherwife than in the 
general with deep and folemn abhorrence. 
This I the rather mention, as it feemed a 
mojft gepuine proof of his unfeigned re- 
pentaoce ^ which I think there is great rea- 
ibn to fufpeft, when people feem to take a 
pleafure in relating and defcribing fcenes of 
viciQus indulgence, which yet they profefs 
to have difupproved and forfaken. 

§. i8. Amidft all thefe pernicious wan- 
derings from the p^ths of religion, virtue, 
and happinefs, he approved himfelf fo well 

in 
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in his military charafter, that he was made 
a Lieutenant in that year, 'oiz. 1706: And 
I am told^ he was very quickly alter pro- 
moted to a Cornet's commiffion m Lord 
Stair's regiment of the Scots Greys i and 
on the Jilt of January, in the year 1714.-15, 
was "made Captain-Lieutenant in Colonel 
Ker's regiment of dragoons. He had the 
honour of being known to the Earl of 
Stair fome time before, and was made his 
Aid de Camp"; and when, upon his Lcrd- 
fliip's being appointed Ambaflador frcni his 
late Majeftv to the court of France, \\^ 
made fo fplendid an entrance into Paris,. 
Capt. Gardiner was his mafter of the horfe^ 
and I have been told, that a great deal of 
the care of that admirably well-adjulled 
ceremony fell upon him s u> that he gained 
great credit by the manner in which he 
conduced it. Under the benign influ^ 
wees of- his Lordlhi^'s. favour, (which to 
the laft day of his life he retained) a Cap- 
tain's commiffion was procured tor him, 
(dated July 22d, in the year 1715,) in the 
regiment of di^agoons commanded by CoK. 
Stanhope^ (then Earl of Har riirgton j) and, 
wch&.yeaci^ii^, bs t^as advanced to the 
Inajority of that regiment j in which-offie^ 
he continued till it was- reduced,^ on No- 
vember the loth, I7i8'5 when he was puc 
out of xorrimiffion. But then his Majefty 
Sing Geor^l.iwa^fo thoroughly apprifed; 
:* * C 3 ofi 
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of his faichtul and important fervicea, that 
he gave him bis fign manual, entitling him 
to the firft majority that fhould become va- 
cant in any regiment of horfe or dragoons, 
which happened about five years after, to 
be in Croft's regiment of dragoons, in 
which he received a commiffion, dated June 
the ift, 1724; and on the 20th of July 
the fame year, he was made Major oi an 
older regiment, commanded by tne Earl of 
Stair. 

§. 19. As I am now fpeaking of fo many 
of his military preferments, I will difpatch 
the account of them by obfcrving, that on 
the 24th of January, 1729-30,, he was ad* 
vanced to the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel 
in t|ie fame regiment, long under the com« 
rnand of Lord Cadogan ; with whofe friend* 
fhip this brave and vigilant officer was alfo 
honoured for many years. And be ^ cooti* 
oued in this rank, and regiment, till the 
19th of April, 17439 when he received a 
Colonel's commimon over a regiment of 
dragoons, lately commanded by Brigadier 
Bland > at the head of which he vaGantly 
fell, in the defence of hU Sovereign and 
his country, about two years and a half af- 
ter he received it. 

§. 20. We will now return to. that pe« 
jiod of his life which paifed at Paris, the 
fcene of fuch remarkable and important 
events. He continued (if I remember 

right,) 
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right^) feveral years under the roof of 
the brave and generoua Earl of Stair ; to 
whom he endeavoured to approve himfelf 
by every inilance of diligent and faithful 
fervice. And his Lordibip gave no in* 
confiderable proof of the dependence 
which he had upon hinri) wben^ in the 
begbning of the year 17x59 he enuuiied 
him with the important difpatches, lela. 
ting to a difcovery^ which^ by a feries of 
admirable policy, h6 had made, of a deiigo 
which the French Kin^ yns then forming, 
for invading Great-Bntaio in favour of the 
Pretender^ in which the French appre-- 
bended they were fo fore of fuccefs, that 
it ieemed a point of friendihip in one of 
the chief couofeUora of that coun, to dif- 
iuade a dependent of his from accepting 
ibme employment under hia Britannic Ma» 
jefty, when propoied by hia envoy there i 
oecauie it waa laid, that in lefa than fix 
weeks there would be a revolution^ in fa^ 
voor of what they called the familv of 
the Stuarts. The Captain difpatcheo his 
journey with the utmoft fpeed ; a variety 
of circumftances happily concurred to ac« 
cetenite it; and they, who remember how 
iboo die regiments which thac emer* 
geocy r^uired were raifed and armed, 
will, I doubt not, efteem it a memorable 
inilance, both of the moft cordial zeal ia 
the friends of the government, and of the 

gracious 
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gracious care of Divine Providence, over 
the houfe of Hanover, and the Britifti li- 
berties, fo incomparably conne6ted with its 
intereft. 

§. 21. While Captain Gardiner was at 
London, in one of the^ journies he made 
upon this occalion, he, yy'nh that franknefs 
which was natural to him, and which in 
thofe days was not always under the moft 
prudeat reftrairvt, ventured to predict, from 
what he knew of the bad ftate of the 
French king^s health, that he would not live 
fix weeks. This was made known by fome- 
fpies who were at St. James's, and came to 
be reported at th& court of Verfailles ; for 
he received letters from fome friends at 
Paris, advifing him not to return thither, 
unlefs he could reconcile himfelf to a lodg* 
ingin theBalHle. But he was foon free 
from that apprehenfionj for, if I miftake 
not, before half that time was accomplifhi- 
ed, Lewis XIV._ diedf ^ and, it is generally 
thought, hid death was haftened- by a very 
accidental circuniftance, which had fome 
reference to the Captain's prophecy. For 
the lail time he ever dined in- public, 
which, was a very little while after the re- 
port of it had been made there, he hap- 
pened to difcover our Britifti Envoy among 
the i^e£lators. The penetration of this 
illuftrious perfon was too great^. and his 

: attach-. 
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attachmeDt to the intereft of his royal 
mafter too well known ,- not to render him 
very diCagreeAble to that crafty and tyran«» 
nical prince, whom God had fo long fuf-* 
fered to be the difgrace of monarchy, and 
the fcourge of Europe. He at firft appear* 
ed very knguid, as indeed he was ^ but on 
cafling his eye upon the Earl of Stair, he 
afFe&ed to appear before hrm in a much 
better ilate of health than be really was ; 
and therefore, as if he had been awakened 
on a fudden from fome deep re verity 
immediately put himfelf into an ere& pof- 
ture, called up a laboured vivacity into his 
countenance, and eat much more heartily 
than was by any meaoa advifeable, repeat* 
ing it two or three times to a noblemaa 
(I think the Duke of Bourbon) then in 
waiting, ^^ Methinks I eat very well, for 
" a man who is to die fo foon*.'* But 
this inroad upon that regularity of livings 
which he had for fome time obferved, 
agreed fo ill with himy that he never reco- 
vered this meal^ but died in lefs dian a 
fortnight. This gave occafion for fome 
humorous people to fay,*tbat Old Lewis, 
after all, was killed by a Briton. But if 
this ftory be true, (which I think there can 
be no room to doubt, as the Colonel, from 

whom 

* U mefimhle, queji m mange pas mat pour m 
hmmfi qui dcvoit mourirji tot. 
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whom I have often heard it, though ab- 
fent, could fcarce be mifinformed,) it might 
more properly be faid, that he fell by his 
own vanity-^ m which view I thought it fo 
remarkable, as not to be unworthy a place 
in thefe memoirs. 

§. 22. The Captain quickly returned, and 
continued with fmalj interruptions at Pa- 
ris, at leaft till the year 1720, and how 
much longer I do not certainly know. The 
EarPs. favour and generofity made him' 
eafy in his affairs, though he was (as has 
been obferved before,) part of the time 
out of comraiflion, by bxeaking the regiment 
to which he belonged, of which beiore he 
was Major. This was, in all probability, 
the gayeft part of his life, and the mpft 
criminal. Whatever wife and good ex- 
amples he might find in the family where 
he had the honour to refide, it .is- certain' 
that the French court, during the regency 
of the Duke of Orleans, was one of the 
raoft diffolute under heaven. What, by a 
wretched abufe of language, have been 
called Intrigues of ht)e and gallantry^ were 
fo entirely to the Major^s then degenerate 
tafte, that if not the whole hufinefs^ at - 
leaft the whole happinefs^ of his life, con- 
fifted in them ; a;id he had now too much 
leifuire, for one who was fo prone to abufe 
it. His fme conftitution, than which per- 
haps there was hardly ever a better, gave 

him 
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him great opportunities of indulging him- 
felf in thefe excelTes ^ and his good fpiric^ 
enabled him to purfue his pleafures of every 
kind, in fo alert and fprightly a manner^ 
that multicudes envied him, and called him 
by a dreadful kind c^ compliment. The 
happy rake. 

6. 23. Yet ftill the checks of confcience, 
and fome remaining principles of fo good 
an education, would break m upon his moft 
licentious hours; and I particularly remem- 
ber he told me, that when fome of his 
diiiblute companions were once congratu- 
lating him on his diilin^uiihed felicit]^, a 
dog happening at that time to come into 
the room, he could not forbear groaning 
inwardly, and faying to himfelf, "Oh that 
" r were that dog!" Such then was his 
happinefs; and fuch perhaps is that of hun- 
dreds more, who bear themfelves higheft 
in the contempt of religion, and glor]^ 
in that infamous^ fervitude which they at- 
fed; to call liberty. But thefe remonftrances 
of reafon and confcience were in vain ; 
and, in fhort, he carried things fo far, in 
thi3 wretched part of his life, that I am 
well alTured, fome fober Englifh gentlemen, 
who made no great pretences to religion, 
how agreeable foever he might have been to 
them on other accounts, rather declined 
than fought hi^ company, as fearing they 

might 
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might have been infnared and coritipfced 
by it. 

§. 24* Yet I cannot; find, that in thefe 
moH abandoned dayd, he waa fond of, 
drinking. Indeed he never had any natu- 
ral rebih for that kind of intemperance, 
from which he ufed to think a manly pride 
might be fuffictenc to prdferve peribns of 
fenfeand fpiric^ w by it they gave up ev^ry 
thing that diltinguifhes them frotn the 
meaneft of their fpeciea, of indeiKi from 
animmls the moft below it. So thiat, if 
he ever fell into any exZcefie^ df thia 
kind, it wao merely out of complaifance 
to his company, and that he might ^ot 
appear ftiff and Imgukir. His itavik^ oblig- 
ing, ttd generous temper, procured him 
many fciends; and thefe prkiciples, which 
renxfbred him amiaMe CO others, itot being 
nndcr the dire&ion of trae wiidom ana 
piety, fometimes madd him, in the ways 
of living he pnrCoed, more uneafy to him- 
felf, thanhe mi^t perhaps have been if 
he could entirely have outgrown them 5 ef- 
pecially as fae was nover a faptic in his 
principles, but Hill regained a fee ret ap- 

firdieniion, that natural and revealed re- 
igion, thoagh be did not much care to 
think of either^ were founded in truth. 
And with tbis con virion, his notorious 
vtolatioiis of the moft efTential precepts of 
both, could not but occafion fome fecret 

. mif- 
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ftiifgiviogs of heart.. His conciDual negleik 
of the great Author of his being, of whole 
perfections he could not doubt, and to whom 
he knew himfelf to be under daily and per- 
petual obligations, gave him, in fome mo- 
ments of involuntary refIe6Uon^ inexprefli- 
ble i:emorie> and this, at times, wrought 
upon him to fiich a degree, that he refolved 
he would attempt to pay him fome acknow- 
ledgments. Accordmgly for a few morn- 
ings he did it ; repeating in retirement fome 
pwages out of the Pialms, and perhaps 
other fcriptures, which he (till retained in 
his naeiiioryi and ownit^, in a few liroog 
words, the many mercies and deliverances 
he had reoeiired, aqdthe ill returns he had 
made for them. 

$. 25. 1 find, among the other papers tranf^ 
mitted to me, the following verfes, which I 
have heard him repeat,, as what had impref- 
icd him a good dead in his unconverted 
iiate: Atid as I fuppofe they- did fome- 
thing coi&«i£ds fetting him on this effort to- 
wards devotion, and might probably fur- 
nifhout a part of thefe orifons, 1 hope I 
need make no apology to my reader for in- 
iercing them, efpecially as I do not recol- 
le6t that I have feea them any where elfe. 

Attend, my.foul! The early birds infpire 
JMy grovling thought with pure celeftial 
fire: . 
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STfaey from their temp'rate fleep awake, and 

pay 
Their thankful anthems for the new-born 

day. 
See, how the tuneful lark is mounted high. 
And, poet-like, falutes the eaftern sky! 
He warbles thro' the fragrant air his lays. 
And feems the beauties ot the morn to praife. 
But man, more void of gratitude, awakes. 
And gives' no thanTcs fox the fweet reft he 
: . takes; , . , 
i:ooks on' the glorious fun's new-kindled 

flame, / ' . . 

Without one thought of Him from whom it 

came. / r . ' • 

The wretch unballowM does the-day begins 
Shakes off his fleep, but fhakes not off his 
.' : Jin. ' , 1 ^^ ■.-'.. 

■;*'■'■• i ", : • ' • ■ " \ . ' • 

§. 26. : But tbefe ftraina were too -dierout 
toj continue long. in.a heart as i]^tiquite un- 
lanftified : For how readily foeVer/he could 
repeat fuch acknowledgments of^the divine 
power, prefence, and. goodnefs, and own 
l3ia;owi follies and faults^ :fhp was' ftopt 
Ihort by the remcnftrapces of bis confcience, 
as. to the; flagwnt 'ibfuixjity of confeffing 
iins' he did npc.defire to jl'orfake, and of 
pretending to praife God for his mercies, 
Mchen he'did' not endeav6urlto live to his 
fervice, and:tQ behave: in, fucb a manner as 
gratitude, if lincere, would plainly-. dlftate. 

<■. A model 
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A model of devotioil, where fuch fcntU 
ments made no part, his good fenfe could 
DQt'digeft ; and the ufe of fuch language 
before an heart-fearching God, merely as 
an hypocritical form, while the fentiments 
of his foul; were contrary to it, juftly ap- 
peared to him fuch daring protan^tnefs, that, 
irregular as the ftate ot his mind was, the 
thought of it ftruck him with horror. He 
therefore detctmined to make no more at- 
tempts oi this fort ; and was perhaps one 
of the firft that deliberately laid afido 
prayer, from fomc fenfe of God's omni- 
fcience, and. fome natural principle of ho- 
nour and • confcience. 

; 6- 27. Thefe fecret debates with himfelf, 
and inefFe&ual efforts, would ((>metimeQ 
retiirn: But they were over-borne, again 
and again, by the force of . t.emptation i 
and it is no wonder, that in coniequencc 
of them, his heart grew yet harder. Nor 
was it foftened, or awakened, by fome very 
mejmorable deliverances, which at this time 
he received. — He was in extreme danger 
by a fall from his horfe, as he was riding 
poft, (I think, in the ftreets of Olais,) 
when going down a hill, the horfe threw 
him over his head, and pitched over him^ 
fo that, when he rofe, the beaft lay beybn4 
him, and almoft dead. Yet though he re- 
ceived not the leaft harm, it made no fe- 
fiou3 i.mpreffion on his^ mind. — r-In his. 

D 2 returi;i 
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return from England in the packet boat, (if 
I remember lignt, but a few weeks after 
the former accident,^ a violent ftorm, that 
drove them up to Harwich, toi^ them 
from thence for feveral hours in a dark 
night on the coaft of Holland, and brought 
them into fuch extremity, that the captain 
of the veflel urged him to go to prayers 
immediately, if he ever intended to do it 
at all ; for he concluded, they would in 
a few minutes be at the bottom of the fea. 
In this circumftance he did pray, and 
that very fervently too : Attd ic was very 
remarkable, that while he was crying to 
God for deliverance, the wind fell, and 
quickly after they arrived at Calais. But 
the Major was fo little affefied with what 
had befallen him, that when fome of his 

fay fViends, on hearing the ftory, rallied 
im upon the efficacy of his prayers, he 
excufed hitnfelf from tife fcatidal of being 
thought much in *earneft, by faying, ^* that 
•^ it Was at midttigbt, an hour when his 
^* good mother and aunt were afleep; or 
** elfe he (hould have left that part of the 
" bufiners to them.'* A fpeedi which I 
feou]d not have mentioned, but as it Ihews 
in fo lively a view the wretched fituation 
of his mind at that time, though his great 
deliverance from the power of darknefs 
was then neaily iapproacteing. He re- 
counted thefe things to me with the gre&teft 

humility. 
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htttnility, as (hewing how utterly un- 
worthy he was oi that miracle of aivine 
grace,- by which he was quickly after 
rought to fo true, and fo prevalent, a fenfe 
of religion. 

§. 28. And now I am come to that afto- 
nilhing part of his ftoxy, the account oi his 
conwrfion ^ which I cannot enter upon with- 
out afluring the reader, that I have fome- 
thnes been tempted to fupprefs many cir- 
cumftattces of it 5 not only as they nriuy 
feem incredible to fome, and enthuliaftical 
to. others, but as I am very fenfibie they 
are liable to great abufes j which was the 
reafon that he gave me for concealing 
the moft extraordinary from many per- 
fons to .whom he mentioned fome of thp 
reft. And I believe it was this, together 
with the defire of avoiding every thii\g 
that might look like oftentatioii on this 
head, th^ prevented his leaving a written 
account of it 5 theogh I have oiten intreat- 
ed him to doit : As I particularly remem- 
ber I did in the Very laft letter I ever 
wrote him s and pleaded the poffibility of 
his falling artiidft thof^ dangers, to which 
1 knew Ills valour hiight in fuch circum- 
ftances naturally expcfe him. I W?^ not 
fo happy as to receive any anfwei to this 
letter, which reached him but a few days 
before his death : Nor can I certainly fay, 
whether he had, or had not, compliedf with 

D 3 my 
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my requeft ^ as it is very poffiblq a paper 
ot that kind, if it were written, might be 
loft, amidft the ravages which the rebels 
made, when they plundered Bankton* 

§. 29. The ftory however was fo remark- 
able, that I had little reafon to apprehend 
I Ihould ever forget it ^ and yet, to guard 
againft all contingencies ot that kind,. I 
wrote it down that very evening, as I h;^ 
heard it from his own mouth ; And I have 
now before me the memoirs of that conver- 
fation, dated Aug. 14, 1739, which con- 
clude with thefe words, (which I added, 
that if we ihould both have died that night, 
the world might not have loll this .edifying 
and afFefting hiftory, or have wanted any 
atteftation ot it I was capable of giving:) 
'^ JV*. jB. I have written down this account 
^^ with all the exaOinefs I am capable of, 
** and could fafely take an oath of it as tq 
*^ the truth of every qircumftance, to the 
*^ beft of my remembrance,* as the Colonel 
*^ related it to me a few hours ago." I do 
not know, that I had reviewed this paper 
iincel wrote it till I fet; myfclf thus.pubr 
lickly to record this extraprdina^^-y tjaSti 
but I find it punftually to agn^e with what I 
have often related from my memory, which 
I charged carefully with fo wonderCulr and 
important a faft. It is with all fplendnity 
that I now deliver it down to pofterity.as in 
the fight and prefence of God, and Ichufe 

deliberately 
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delibierately. to expole mj^felf to chofe.fe^ 
Mere cenfures. whicn the haughty, but eh^jp- 
ty, fcoin of infidelity'^ or principles nearly 
approaching it.* and. efie£tually. doing its 
pernicious worlc, may very probably didtate 
upon ithe opcafign i rather tiianftb fmother a 
rel^tjqn^ which, may, i|i:the judgment of 
my conici^nce, be like to conduce fo much 
to the giory; of God, the honour of jche 
gpfpel, and the £Ood of mankinds One thing 
more J will oiuy premife, that, I.hope^ 
none who hav^ heard tli« Golpoelhimfelf 
fpeak rpiTi^ching of (his ; wonderful fceoe, 
will be.fmprifed ^they fibd^^ fomc new 
circ^mitai|c(^ here ; becaufe jhe aiTuredme, 
at the time he firft gave; me the whole nar- 
ration, (which was in the very room in 
which 1 now write), that he had never 
imparted it fot fully to. any man living be- 
fore. Yet, at the fame time, he gave me 
full liberty to'fcdmmtinicite it^ to whomfo- 
ever I ihould in my c6rif9Jence judge it might 
be iifeful toMo it, whethei* beiorei or alter 
his death. Accordingly I did, while he was 
alive, recount almoll every ci^fcymftaiiiie :I 
aai. now going to write, to feveral pious 
friends j referring them at the (ime time to 
the Cdionel himlelf, whenever they might 
have an opportunity of feeing or writing to 
him for a farther confirmation of what I 
told them, if they judged it requilite. They 
glorified GOD in him ^ and I humbly hope, 

many 
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many cf imy iiadWB «^ii4 4ilfo do it. They 
will fiwDto. j«*estrethe reafonxjf fo much 
caution in my iftttrodtfition to this ftoryj 
for Krhfdh tbdK&Sft^l Ihall m^kt^ noiurtber 
apology^. - • ' 

$.^0. tE^is t^em^rsble event happened 
low^a^dK the middle ©f July, t^ 19; but I 
caimi^G be asfic^ 41s to t!be dky. The Major 
bad fp^ifcthe^vdnStag <and,if I nftift^ke not, 
it ttras the SjU^th)) in £>rn6 gay company , 
and had an'uiiha^y ia^nation with a tnar- 
ried >«n>ft)ifiR^, of wliac ratik or ^ality I did 
TOC^-partkrowriy enquire, whorti he was to 
attend eife&ly at twelve. Tfcfe company 
ht<fke nap'iibouc «k<9^n ^ ^tKl noe judging it 
(;onvenknt to Anticipate the time appointed, 

he 

* It is nofmtll iatisfa^^ion to me, (incel wrote 
ibis, to havt; received t- letter from the Rev. Mr. 
Spears, MiiUfter of the Gofpel at Bruntifland, dated 
Jan. 14, 1746-7, in yrhich he relates to me this 
whole (lory, as he had it ^rom the Colonel's own 
mtfuth, abbut fout yiears after he gave me the har- 
Wtion. Theife is «ot a finglc ciircumftance, in which 
either ^' our natriitians difagrec; and every one of 
tike ^rtictlai-s in miQ^, which feem mod aftoniih- 
tng, axe. attested by diis, and fometimes in ilronger 
word^ \ one only excepted, on which I ihall add a 
(hon i:epiark when I come to it. As this letter w^a 
written near Lady Frances Gardiner, at her defire^ 
and attended with a poftfcript from her own hand,, 
this is, in effeft, a fufficient atteftation how agreeable 
it 'was to thofe accounts which fhe muft have often 
Utivi the Colonel give of this matter. 
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he went intjp bis chimber to kill the tedious 
hour, perhaps with fome amufing book, 
or fome other way. But it very accidicn* 
tally happened, that he took up a religious 
book, which his good mother or aunt bad, 
without his knowledge, flipped into his 
portmanteau. It was called, if I remem« 
oer the title exa6kly, Tbt Cbriftian Sok/ier^ 
9r Heaven taken by Storm ; and was wriuen 
bjy Mr. Thomas Watfon. GueiEog by tht 
title of it, that he fhoold find fome phrafes 
of his own profeffion fpirkualized, in^ a 
manner which he thoiight might afford him 
fome diveriion, he relolved to dip into it ; 
but he took no ferious notice of any thing 
he read in it : And yet, while this book 
was in his hand, an imprellion was made 
upon his mind, (pcrhauo Gou only knows 
how,) which drew after it a train of the 
moft important and happy confequenccs. 

$. 31. There is indeed a poffibility, that 
while he was fittine; in this attitude, and 
reading in this careTefs and profane man** 
ner^ he might fuddenly fall afleep, and 
only dream of what he apprehended he 
faw. But nothing can be more certain, 
than that when he gave me this relation, 
he judged himfelf to have been as broad 
awake, during the whole time| as he 
ever was in any part of his lites ^^ 
he mentioi^ it to me feveral times 
afterwards, as what undoubtedly paiied^ 

not 
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not only in his imagination, but before his 

: $. 32. He thodght he faw an unufual blaze 
of light fall on the book while hevV«ras read* 
ing, which he at firfl imagined might hap- 

fien by fome accident 'in the candle. But 
ifting up his eyes, ht apprehended, to his 
extreme amazement, that there was before 
him, as it were fufpended in- the air,, a vifi- 
We reprefentation ol the.Lord Jesus Christ 
upon thccrofs, futrounded'on all^fides with 
a gloryj. ^andiwasjiraprefled, asrif >a voice," 
oniiforaething cquii^alerio to ia voice, had 
come. to. him, to this effefib^ Qiox he was not 
confident as to the very words,) ^^ Oh, fin- 
^^ner! did! fuffe?ithis.far thee, and are 
.-: J ^-. , : :. , ! . . ^' thefe 

'^. * M/, Spears, in the letter -mcntrpned above> 
where he introduces, the Colonel telling his own 
ftory, has thefe words : " All of a fudden there 
*f was prefcnted in a very lively manner, fe my 
'* view or to my mind^ z reprefentatidh of my glo- 
** rious Redeemer, &c,'" — ^And this gentlertian 
adds, iii -a par^t/je/ts^^^ Jv vrdts to lively and 
^* ftrildng, thathje collldjfiot tell whether ir was 
{^ to.l\is; bodily: eyes, .or to thofe. of his ?nind.'^ 
This majces me think, that, what I had faid to him 
on the phanomena of vifions, appafitions, &c. Qas 
being, when moft real,' fupernatural impreffions on 
the imaginations,, ratjier than attended With ^ny ex- 
ternal (Ajeft] had fome influence 'Upon him'. Yet 
ftill it is evidetit,^ he' looked upon this ai a vifion^ 
whethei^ it were lbef})re> the eyes or in the mind^ 
aiDid not as a dream. 
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^^ thefe the returns?". But whether this 
were an audible voice, or only ;i flrong 
impreflion on his mind ec^ually ftriking, he 
did not feem very confident ^ though, to 
the beft of my remembrance, he rather 
judged it to be the former. Struck with fa 
amazing a phanomenon aa this, there re- 
mained hardly any life in him, fo that he 
funk down in the arm-chair, in which he 
fat, and continued, he knew not exa6lly 
how long, infenlible j (which was one cir- 
cumilance, that made me feveral times take 
the liberty to fuggeft, that he might pofli- 
bly be all this while afleep:) But however 
that were, he quickly after opened his eyes, 
and faw nothing more than ufual. 

^.33. It may eafily be fuppofed, he was 
in no condition to make any obfervation 
upon the time in which he had remained in 
an infenfible ilate. ' Nor did he, through- 
out the remainder of the night, once recol- 
ItSt that criminal and deteftable aflignation, 
which had before engrofled all his thoughts. 
He rofe in a tumult of paflions, not to be 
conceived y and walked to and fro in > his 
chamber, till he was ready to drop down, 
in unutterable aftoniihment and agony of 
heart ^ appearing to himfelf the vileft mon- 
fter in the creation of God, who had all 
his life-time been crucifying Chriji afrelh 
by his fins, and now fawy as he affuredly 

believed. 
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believed, by a miracalous nnfion^^ the hor- 
ror of what he had done. With this 
was conneflted fuch a view, both of the 
majeily and. goodnefs of God. as caufed 
him to lothe and aibor himfelf^ and to 
tepmt as in dtijt and afois. He immedi- 
ately gave, judgment agairift himfelf, that 
he was moil juftly worthy of eternal 
damnation: lie was aftoQifhed, that he 
had not been immediately ftruck dead in 
the midft of his wickednefs : And (which 
I think deferves parciculaw remark,) though 
he aifuredly believed that he ihould ere 
long be m hedi, and fettled it as a 
point with himfelf for feveral months, 
that the wifdom and juftice of Gop did 
almoft. necedarily require, that fuch an 
enormoufi' linoer. ikould be made an ex- 
ample of ev^xkfting rengeance, and a 
fpmMie as fuch both to angtU and men^ 
fo that he hitrdly durfl: pnefume to pray for 
pardon^ yet what ht then fuffered, was 
not fo much from the fear of helJ, though 
he concluded tc would iboa be his por- 
tion^r as from- a fbofe of tbat horrible in- 
grathude he had ihewn to ttiie God of his 
life, and to that blelTed Redeemer, who 
had been in fo ajffefting a manner fet jorth 
4is crucijiid before him. 

$. 34. To this he refers io a letter, dated 
'ftom Dottglas, April Xji 1725, cdmmuni- 

caced 
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cated to me by his Lady *, but I know not 
to whom it was addreiled. His words arc 
thefe : ^ One thing relating to my conver- 
*^ fion, and a remarkable inftance of the 
^^ goodnefs of God to me, the chief of Jin^ 
*? ners^ I do not remember that I ever told 
" to any other perfon. It was this ^ that 
^^ after the aftonifbing Jight I bad of my bhf^ 
" fed Lordj the terrible condition in which 
*^ I was, proceeded not fo much from the 
*^ terrors of the law, as from a fenfe of 
*^ having been fo ungrateful a nionftcr to 

£ Him 

* N. D. Where I make any c^ctrnfls as from Co- 
lonel Gardiner's letters, they are cither from origi- 
nals, which I have in my own hands, or from co»- 
pies, which were tranfmitted to me from perfons 
of undoubted credit, chiefly by the Right Hon :• ar- 
able the Lady Frances Gardiner, through the hand 
of the Rev. Mr. Webfter, one of the minifters of 
Edinburgh. This I the rather mention, becaufe 
Ibme letters have been brouglit to me as Colonel 
Gardiner's, concerning which I have not only been 
very dubious, but morally certain, that thev could 
not have been written by him. I have alfo heard 
of many, who have been fond of afTuriiig the world, 
that they were well acquainted with him, and were 
near him when he fell, whofe reports have been 
moft inconfiftent with each other, as well as con- 
trary to that teftimony relating to the circumftances 
of bis death, which, on the whole, appeared to mc 
beyond controverfy the moft natural and authentic : 
From whence therefore I (hall tak« my account of 
that affe£ling fcene. 
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'^ Him whom / thought I [aw pierced for 
^' my tranfgreflions." I the rather infert 
thefe words, as they evidently atteft the 
circumftance which may feem moft amazing 
in this affair, and contaia fo exprefs a de- 
claration of his own apprehenlion concern- 
ing it. ' ^ 

^. 35. In this view it may naturally be fup- 
poled that he pafled the remainder of the 
night waking; and he could get but little 
rett in feveral that followed. His mind was 
continually taken up in reflefting on the 
divine purity and goodnefs; the grace 
which had been propofed to him in the Gof- 
pel, and which he had rejefted ; the lingu- 
lar advantages he had enjoyed and abuled j 
and the n>any favours of Providence which 
he had received, particularly in refcuinghim 
from fo many imminent dangers of death, 
which he now faw muft have been attended 
with fuch dreadful.and hopelefs dellruftion. 
The privileges of his education,, which he 
had lo much defpifed, now lay with an al- 
moft infupportable weight on his mind ; 
and the folly of that career of finful plea- 
fure, which he had fo many years been run- 
ning with dcfperate eiigernels and unworthy 
delight, now tilled him with indignation 
againft himfelf, and againll the great de- 
ceiver, by whom (to ufe his own phrafe,) 
he had been ^^ fo wretchedly and icanda- 
^^ loiifly befooled.*' This he uled often to 

exprefs 
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exprefs in the flrongeil terms ; which I (hall 
not repeat fo particularly^ as I cannot recoi- 
led): fome of them. But on the whole, it is 
certain, that 'by what pafled before he left 
his chamber the next day, the whole frame 
and difpofition of his foul was new-model- 
led and changed ^ fo that he became and 
continued to the laft day of his exemplary 
and truly chrillian life, the very reverfe of 
what he had been before. A variety of 
particulars, which I am afterwards to men- 
tion, will illuftrate this inthe.moft convinc- 
ing manner. But 1 cannot proceed to them, 
without paufing a while to adore fo illuf- 
trious an inftance of the power and freedom 
of divine grace, and intreating my reader 
ferioullyto reflect upon it, that his own 
heart may be fuitably afFe6led : For furely, 
\i the truth of the raO: be admitted in the 
iQweft views in which it can be placed, 
Cthat is, fuppoiing the firil impreilion to 
have pafled in a dream^ it mull be allowed 
Xp have been little, if any thing, lefs than 
mit^ukus. It cannot in the courfe of na* 
jure be imagined, how fuch a dream Ihould 
arifQ in a mind full of the moll impure ideas 
and alie^ions, and (as he himfelf often 
pleaded,) more alienated from the thoughts 
of a crucified Saviour^ than from any other 
ol^eS: that can be conceived : Nor can we 
fur^ly fuppofc it Ihould, without a njighty 
fsncrgy of ijhe divine power, be effeftual to 

E 2 produce 



40 Remarkable Paffages in the 

produce not only fome tranfiient flow of 
paflion, but fo entire and fo permanent a 
i:hange in charafter.and conduct. 

§. 36. On the whole therefore, I mull beg 
leave to exprefs my own fentiments of the 
juatter, by repeating on thrs occafion what 
I wrote feveral years ago, in my Eighth Ser^ 
won on Regeneration^ in a paifage dictated 
chiefly by the circiimftantial knowledge 
which I had of this. amazing ilory, and me- 
thinks fuiEciently vindicated by it, if it 
flood entirely alone j which yet, I muft take - 
the liberty to fay, it does not; For 1 hope 
the world will be particularly informed, 
that there is at leaft a fecond, that very 
nearly approaches it, whenever the efta- 
bliihed Church of England ihall lofe one of 
its brightell living ornaments, and one of ' 
the moft ufeful members, which that, or 
perhaps any other chriflian communion, can 
boaft : In the mean time, mav his exemplary 
life be long continued, and nis zealous mi« 
niftry abundantly profpered ! I beg my rea- 
der's pardon for this digreffion. The pat- 
fage I referred to above is remarkably, 
though not equally, applicable to both the 
cafes, as it itands in page 263, of the firft 
edition, under that head where I am Ihewr 
ing, that God fometimes accompliihes the 
great work of which we fpeak, by fecret and 
immediate tmprejffkns on the mind. After pre- 
ceding illuftrarions, there are the following 

words. 
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words, 09 which the Coloners converfion 
will throw the jufteft light: ^^ Yea, I have 
^^ known tbofe of diftinguifhed genius, po- 
lite miners, ^nd great experience id nu- 
man affairs, who, after having out-grown 
all the impreflions of a religious educa- 
tipa i after having been hardened, rather 
than fubdued, by^ thj& jnoil iingular mer<- 
cies, even various, related, and ailoniih- 
ing deliverances, which have appeared to 
*^ themfelves no lefs than miraculous ^ al- 
ter having lived fqr years without GOD 
in the worldy notorioufly corrupt theme 
felves, and labouring to the ucinoit to 
corrupt others, have been flopt on a fud- 
den in the full career of their liu, and 
have fcli fuch rays of the divine preftuccy 
and of redeeming tove^ darting in upon 
their minds, almoft like lightning from 
heaven, as have at once rou zed, over- 
powered, and transformed them: So that 
they have come out of their fecrct cham-* 
hers with an irreconcileable enmity to 
thofe vices, to which, when they entered 
them, they were the tameft and molt 
abandoned ilaves^ and have appeared 
from that very hour the votaries, the pa- 
trons, the champions of religion y and af- 
ter a courfe of the riioft reloluce attach- 
ment to it, in fpite of all the reafonings 
or the railleries, the importunities or th$ 
reproaches, of its enemies, they have 

E 3 " con?i- 
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deiirer farm tr:c: ere rccci^ .t jj.rr:;rc .\r. 
He perceived in hiriVlr 1 =ci f^r r -^ 
alteration widi rsgirc :r rre f^rcir :r5 I 
i his hcarti ib that; thr^h hefilr Itrlt :: 
1 the delight ct reiigicc* c::^«, ce fxtr-cr^. 
ly defired cpportsiine^ rf bc^^ e 
10 them i aac chofe '.ict^imj ?.^-fc i.^/^-, 
had before been his he^Ter, Vere d: 






lutely his avcriioa. A"d iad«d, » hert I 
coniider how habitual ill th::l*e crlnHi: L:- 
dnlgencies were grc-4T3 ic hfn;, icd rhi: he 
was DOW" in the prirr.e ct life, md ill this 
while in high health too, I cmnc't but be 
jJlonilhed to redeft upon it, that he Jhould 
befo wonderfully /rT;»r?i/ftri/» bcJy^ as well 
as in foul andCviritj^ that, for all the fu- 
ture vears of his life, he, from that hour, 
ihomd find fo cooftant a dilinclinacion to 
mi abhorrence of, thofe criminal fenluali, 
ties, to which he fancied he was before lo 
invincibly impelled by his very conllitucion, 
that he was ufed llrangely to "think, and to 
fay, that Omnipotence itfclf could not re- 
form him, without dellroying that body, 
and giving him another *. 

§. 38. 

* Mr. Spears expreflcs this wondi-rful ciirn"'- 
ftance in thcfe remarkable words : " I w:is (ruiil 
*' the Colonel tQaie^) eiFedually cured of aW \u- 
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^^ continued to this day fome of its brighteil 
*^ ornaments: A change, which I behold 
^^ with ecjUal wonder and delight, and 
^ Which, it* a nation ihould join in deriding 
•* itj I would adore as the Jf tiger of God.^* 

§. 57, The mind of Major Garduier conti- 
nued from this remarkable time till towards 
the end of Oflober, (that is, rather more 
Chan three months, but efpecially the two 
iitft of them,) in as extraordinary a litua* 
tion as one can well imagine, fie knew • 
iiothing of the joys ariiing from a fenCe of 
pardon^ but, on the contrary, for the 
greater part of that time, and with very 
Siort intervals of hope toward the end of 
ft, took it for granted, that he muft, in all 
probability, quickly perifh. Neverthelefs, 
)ie had fuch a fenfe of the evil of fin, of the 
goodnefs of the Divine Being, and of the 
admirable tendency of the Ghriftian revela- 
tion, that he refolved to fpend the remain* 
der of his life, while God continued him 
out of hell, in as rational and as ufeful a 
manner as he could ^ and to continue caft- 
inghimfelf at the feet of divine mercy, every 
day, and often in a day, if peradventure there 
might be hope of pardon, of which all that 
he could fay was, that he did not abfoluteh 
defpair. He had at that time fuch a fenle 
of the degeneracy of his own heart, that he 
hardly durft form any determinate refolu-^ 
tion againft fm, or pretend to engage himfelf 

by 
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by any vow in the prefence of Gods but he 
was continually cryiug to him chat he would 
deliver him from tne bondage of corrupdon. 
He perceived in himfelf a moft furprizing 
alteration with regard to the difpolitions of 
his heart ; fo that, though he felt little of 
the delight of religious duties, he extreme- 
ly defired opportunities of being engaged 
in them ^ and thofe licepttious pleafures^ which 
had before been his heaven, were now abfo- 
lutely his averiion. And indeed, when I 
coniider how habitual all thofe criminal in- 
dulgencies were grown to him, and that he 
was now in the prime of life, and all this 
while in high health too, I cannot but be 
ailonifhed to refle£k upon it, that he ihould 
be fo v/onderfiilly fan£fi/led in bodyy as well 
as in foul and fpiritj as that, for all the fu- 
ture years of his life, he, from that hour, 
ihould find fo conftanc a difinclinacion to, 
and abhorrence of, thofe criminal fenfuali- 
ties, to which be fancied he was before fo 
invincibly impelled by his very conftitution, 
that he was ufed ftrangely to chink, and to 
lay, that Omnipotence itfelf could not re- 
form him, without deftroying that body, 
and giving him another *. 

§■ 38. 

* Mr. Spears expreflcs this wonderful circum- 
ftance in thcfe remarkable words : ** I was (faid 
♦* the Colonel to me,) effedtually cured of all in- 

" clination 
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$,• 38. Npi* was fa6 only iieJiveir/ed; from 
thatboadl^c pf'cori'uptioB, wliich bad been 
habitual to him for fo many years^ but felt 
in his breaft fp contrary! a difpofition, that 
he was grigved to fije human nature, in 
thofe tp w:hon^.he wa^s tnoift, entirely a.ftran- 
ger,, proftituted to fuahlosvand contempti- 
M^ pi^rfuit^.^ He tber^ore exerted his na- 
tural couriage in a very new kind of com- 
bat, and became an open i^^rfw^/?^-^ /e?r reli^ 
^ioftf Ui ^U its principle^^ fo far as he was 
.apquajbnted with them, and all its precepts, 
relating xo.foHiety^ righteonfnefs^ aodgpdii^ 
nefs. Yeit he was very defirous and cautious, 
that be might n^ot run into an extreme, and 

made 

** clination to that Jin I was fo ftrongly addifted to, 
** that I thought nothing but fhooting me through 
** the head could have cured me of it ; and all de- 
** fire and inclination to it was removed, as entire- 
** ly as if I had been a fucking child ; nor did the'" 
** temptation return to 'this day." Mr. Webfter's 
words on the fame fubjeft are thefe: " One thing 
I have heard the Colonel frequently fay, that he 
was rhuck addicted to impurity before his ac- 
" quaintance with religion ; but that, fo foon as 
<* he was enlightened from above, he felt the power 
'* of the Holy Ghojl changing his nature fo won- 
•<* derfully, that his fanftification in this refpedi 
" feemed more remarkable than in any other." 
On which that worthy perfon makes this very rea- 
sonable refleftion : "So thorough a change of fuch 
" a polluted, nature, evidenced by the moft unble- 

" miflied 
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made it one of his firfl petitions toGoD, the 
very day after thefe amazing impreffionshad 
been wrought in his mind, that he might 
not be fufiered to behave with fuch an af« 
feffced flrifknefs and precifenefs, as would 
lead others about him into miftaken notions 
of religion, and expole it -to reproach or fuf- 
picion, as if it were an unlovely or uncom- 
fortable thing. For this reafon he endea« 
voured to appear as chearful in converfation 
as he conicientipufly could > though, in 
ipite of all his precautions, fome traces of 
that deep inward fenfe which he had of his 
guile and mifery, would at times appear. 
KTe made no fecret of it however, that his 

views 

<' mifhed walk and converfation for a long courfe 
** of years, demonflrates indeed the power of the 
^^ Highejl^ and leaves no room to doubt of its reali- 
** ty. Mr. Spears fays, this happened in three days 
time: But from what I can recolle£l, all that the 
Colonel could mean by that expreflion, if he ufed 
it, (as I concluded he did,) was, that he begah to 
make the obfervation in the fpace of three days ; 
whereas, duting that time, his thoughts were fo 
taken tip with the wonderful views prefented to his 
mind, tliat he did not inmiediately attend to it. If 
he had within the jirfi three days any temptation to 
feek fome eafe from the anguifh of his mind, in re- 
turning to former fenfualities, it is a circumftance 
he did not mention to me; and by what lean re- 
collefb of the ftrain of his difcourfe, he intimated, 
if he did not exprefs, the contrary. 
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views were entirely changed, though he 
concealed the particular circumftaoces at- 
tending that change. He told his pipft inti- 
mate companions freely, that he had refleflb- 
ed on the courfeof .life in which fie had io 
long joined them, and found it to b^ ioUy 
and madnefs, unworthy a rational creature, 
and much mor^ unworthy perfons calling 
themlelves Ci^r//?i^«^. And he fet, up his 
fiandard^^ upon all oqcafions, a^gain^ prin- 
.ciples pf infidelity, and practices of vice, as 
determinately, and as boldly, as eve;p hedif- 
played or planted his colours^ when he bore 
them with fo much honour in the field. 

$. 39. i cannot forbear mentioning one 
ilruggle of this kind, which he defcribed 
to me, with a large detail of circumllances, 
thj& firft day Df our acquaintance. There 
Was at that tilme in Paris a certain lady^ 
^whofe name, then well known in the grand 
and the gay world, I muft beg leav^ to con- 
ceal,^ who had imbibed the principles of 
Deipn^ and valued hierfelf mup^ tjpQi^" being 
an ayawed advocate fojf.t^iem. . The Major, 
with, his .ufuai fr^iiknefs, (though I doubt 
not with that politeoei^ of maiihers which 
was fo habituai to him, and which he re« 
tained throughout his whole HfO anfwered 
her, like a man who perfeSkly law through 
the fallacy of her argurrierits, add was 
gijicveq. to the heaxt for hej? ielufioh. On 
this ihe briskly challQpged him to debate 

the 
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the matter at large, and to fix upon a day 
for that purpofe, when he ftiould dine with 
her, attended with any Clergyman he might 
chufe, whether of the Protejtant or Catholic 
communion. A fenfe of duty would not 
allow him to decline this challenge ^ and yet 
he had no fooner accepted it, but he was 
thrown into great perplexity and diftrefs, 
left being (as I remember he exprefled ir, 
when he told me the ftory,) only a ChriJUan 
of JiiQ weeks oldy he Ihould prejudice fo good 
a caufe, by his unskilful manner of defend- 
ing it. However, he fought his refuge ia 
earneft and repeated prayers to God, that 
He who can ordain Jlrength^ and prfeCf 
praife^ out of the mouth of babes and fucklings^ 
would gracioufly enable him, on this occa- 
lion, to vindicate his truths in a manner 
which might carry conviftion along with it. 
He then endeavoured to marflial the argu- 
ments in his own mind, as well as he could ; 
and apprehending that he could not fpeak 
with fo much freedom before a number of 
perfons, efpecially before fuch whofe pro- 
vince he might in that cafe feem to invade, 
if he had not devolved the principal part of 
the difcourfe upon them, he eafily admitted 
the apology of a C/^f^w^/i or two, to whom 
he mentioned the attair, and waited on the 
lady alone upon the day appointed. But 
his heart was fo fet upon the bulinefs, that 
he came earlier than he was expefbed, and 

time 
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time enough to have two hours difcourfe. 
before dinner J nor did he at all decline hav- 
ing two young perfons, nearly related to the 
lady, prefcnt during the conference. 

§. 40. The Major opened it, with a view 
of fuch arguments for the Chriftian religion 
as he had digefted in his own mind, to prove 
that the Apoftles were not miftaken them- 
felves, and that they could not have intend- 
ed to impofe upon us, in the accounts they 
give of tlie grand fa£ls they atteft; with the 
truth of which fafts, that of the Chriftian re- 
ligion is moft apparently conneSed. And 
it was a great encouragement to him, to find, 
that unaccuftomwd as he was to difcourfes of 
this nature, he had an unufual command, 
both of thought, and expreflion; fo that he 
recoUefted, and uttered every thing, as he 
could have wilhed. The lady heard with 
attention i and though he paufcd between 
every branch of the argument, Ihe did not 
interrupt the courfe of it, till he told her he 
had finiihed his defign, and waited for her 
reply. She then produced fome of her ob- 
jections, which he took up and canvaffcd in 
fuch a manner, that at length ihe burft out 
intotears, allowed die force of hisarguments 
;and replies, and appeared, for fome time af- 
ter, fo deeply impreffed with the converla- 
tion, that it was obferved by ftveral of her 
friends: And there is reafon to believe, that 
the impreffion continued, at leall fo far as to 

prevent 



Ufe of Colonel Gardiner. 49 

prevent her from ever appearing under the 
charaSer of an unbeliever or fceptic. 

§• 41. This is only one fpecimen among 
many, of the battles he was almoft daily call- 
ed out to fight in the caufe of religion and 
virtue 5 with relation to which I find him 
exprefling himfelf thus, in a letter to Mrs. 
Gardiner, his good mother, dated from Pa- 
ris, the 25th of January following, that is, 
17 19*20, in anfwer to one, in which ilie had 
warned him to expeft fuch trials: " 1 have 
^' Cf'^tyshe,) already met with them, and am 
" obliged to fight, and to difpute every inch 
•^ of ground: Sut all thanks and praifeto the 
*' great Captain of my fahation^ He fights for 
*^ mci and then it is no wonder, that I come 
^ ofF more than conqueror-^* by which lafl 
feicprelfion I fuppofe he meant to infinuate, 
that he was ftrengthened and cftabliflied, ra- 
ther than overborne by this oppofition. Vet 
it was not immediately, that he gained fuch 
fortitude. He has often told me how much 
he felt, in thofe days, of the ernphalis of thofe 
well-chofen words of theApolHe, in which 
he ranks the trial of cruel mockings^Yinh fcourg-^ 
ings^ and bonds^ and imprifonments. The con- 
tinual railleries with which he was received, 
m almofl all companies where he had been 
moft familiar before, did often diftrefs him 
beyond meafu res fothat he has feveral times 
declared, he would much rather have march- 
ed up to a battery of the enemy's cannon, 

F ' than 
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cannon^ than have been obliged, fo continu- 
ally as he was, to face fuch artillery as this. 
But, like a brave foldier in the firft a£lion 
wherein he is engaged, he continued refo- 
lure, though Ihuddering at the terror of the 
aiiault; and quickly overcame thofe impref- 
iions, which ic is not perhaps in nature whol- 

• ly to avoid : And therefore I find him in the 
letter referred to above, which was written 
about half a year after his converfion,^^ quite 
*' alhamed to think of the uneafinels which 
" thefe things once gave him.'' In a word, 
he went on, as every refolute Chriftian by 
divine grace may do, till he turned ridicule 
-and oppoiition into refpect and veneration, 
fi. 42. But this fenfible triumph over thefe 

'difficulties was not till his Chriftian experi- 
ence had been abundantly advanced, by the 
blelling of God on the fermons he heard, 
(particularly iq the Swifs chapel,) and on 
the many hours which he fpent in devout r*- 
tireinent^ pouring out his whole foul before 
Cod in prayer. He began, within about two 
months after bis firft memorable change, 
to perceive fome fecret dawnings of more 
chearful hope^ that vile as he faw himfelf to 
be, (and I believe no words can exprefs ho-w 
vile that was,) he might neverthelefs obtain 
i^ercy through a Redeemer. And at length, 
(if I remember right, about the end of Oc- 
tober, 17 19,) he found all the burthen of 
bi§ mind taken off at once, by the powerful 

impreffion 



•\ 
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impreffion of that memorable fcripture upon 
his minds Rom. iii. 25, 26. Whom GOD hath 
fet forth for a propitiation^ through faith /// his 
hlood^ to dec/are his righteoufitefs in the remif-^ 

Jion of Jins^ that He might he juft^ and the 

jtiJUjierof hitn that believeth injefus. He had 
uted to imagine, that the juftice of God re- 
quired the damnation of fo enormous a fin-., 
ner, as he faw himfelf to be: But now he 
was made deeply fenfible, that the divinp 
juftice might be, not only vindicated, but 
glorified, in faving him by the blood of Jefusy 
even that b/ood^yvhichckanfeth us from all fin. 
Then did he fee, and feel, the riches of re- 
deeming love and grace, in fuih a manner, 
as not only engaged him, with the utmoil 
pleafure and confidence to venture his foul 
upon it; but even fwallowed up (as it were) 
his whole heart in the returns of love, which 
from that blefled time became the genuine 
and delightful principle of his obedience, 
and animated him with an enlarged hearty to 
run the way of God'j commandments.. Thus 
God was pleafed, (as he himfelf ufed to 
fpeak), in an hour to turn his captivity. All 
the terrors of his former ftate were changed 
into unutterable joy^ which kept him almoft 
continually waking for three nights toge^ 
ther, and yet refrelhed him as the nobleft of 
cordials. His expreflions, though naturally 
very ^r^ng, always feemed to be fwallow- 
ed up, when he would defcribe the feries of 

F 2 thought 
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thought through which he now palled, un- 
der the rapturous experience of thztjoy itn* 
fpcakable^ and full of glory ^ which then (ieem- 
ed to overflow his very foul i as indeed there 
was nothing he feemed to fpeak of with 
greater reliln. And though the firft ecftaiie« 
of it afterwards fubfided into a more calm 
and compofed delight, yet were the impref- 
iions fo deep and fo permanent, that he af- 
lured me, on the word of a Chriftian and a 
friend, wonderful as it might feem, that for 
about feven years after this he enjoyed al- 
moft an heaven upon earth. His foul was fo 
continually filled with a fenfe of the love of 
God in Christ, that it knew little interrup- 
tion, but when neceffary converfe, and the 
duties of his (iation, called pff his thoughts 
for a little time; And when they did fo, us 
foon as he was alone, the torrent returned 
into its natural channel again ^ fo that, from 
the minute of his awakening in the morn- 
ing, his heart wa^ rifing to God, and tri- 
umphing in him i alKl thefe thoughts attexid* 
ed him through ail the fcenes ot life, till 
he lay down-ou his bed again, and a ihoK 
farenthejis of Jleef (for it was but a veryftwt 
one that he allowed himfelf,) invigorated 
bis animal powers, for renewing them witlj 
greater intenfenefs and fenlibility. 

$.43. I Ihall have an opportunity otf il« 
luftrating this in the moil convincing man!* 
ser below, by extrafts from feveral letters 

which 
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Mfhich he wrote to iathnate friends during 
this happy period of time : Letters^ which 
breathe a' fpirit of fuch fublime and fervent 
piety^ as I have feldom met with any where 
elfe. In thefe circumftances, it is no won- 
der, that he was greatly delighted with Dr. 
W^tts's imitation of the 126th Pfalm^ iince 
it may be queftionedi whether there ever 
was a perfon, to whom the following llan- 
xas of it were more fuitable. 

• 

I. 
When God reveal'd his gracious name. 

And changed my mournful ftate. 
My rapture ieem'd a pleaiing dreamy 
Thy grace s^ear'o fo great. 

11. 
l%e world beheld the glorious change. 

And did thine hand confefs^ 
My tongue broke out in unknown ftraics, 

And vox% furpriiing grace. 

ni. 

^ Great is the work/' my neighbours cryM, 

And own*d the power divine: 
*^ Great is the work/' my heart reply'd, 

*^ And be the glory thine.*^ 

IV. 
The Lord can change the darkeil skies, 

Can cive us day tor nichr. 
Make floods of lacred loixQw rife 

To rivers ofr' deligHt. 

F 3 V. Let 
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as fhe was in religioq, to JUbour after a yet 
more exemplary charafter and condijift, or 
in reconimending her to the divine prefence 
and blelling, as well as himfelf to her pray- 
ers. What fatiafa6^ioa fuch letters as thefe 
mufi: give to a lady of her diiHi^mflied 
piety, who had Tq long wept over this dear 
and amiable fon, as quite loft to God, and 
on the verge of final deftruS:ion9 it is not 
for me to defcribe, or indeed to conceive. 
B\it haftily as thefe letters were written, 
only for private view, I will give a few 
fpecUnens from them in his own words ; 
which will ferve to iUaftrate, as well as 
confirm, what I have hinted above. 

§. 46. " I muft take the liberty,'* fays he, 
in a letter dated on the. firft day or the New 
Year, or according to the Old Style, Dec. ai, 
1719, " to imreat yon, that you would re* 
" ceive no company on the Lprd/s Day. I 
^ know you have a great many good ac- 
" quaintance, with whofe difcourfes one 
*' might be very well edified : But as you 
*' cannot keep out, and let in, whom you 
" pleafe, the beft way, in my humble opi- 
*^ niofi, will be to fee none." In another^ 
of Jan. 25, ^^ I am b^ppier than any one 
'^ can imagine, exce]^ 1 could put him ex- 
^* a£lly in the fame Irtuation with myfelf 9 
** which is what the world cannot givCy and 
** no man ever attained it,, unleJs it were 
^^ from ahove?^ In a^other^ dated March 30, 

which 
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which was juft before a facrameot <lay, 
^ To-raorrow, if itpteafe God, I fliall be 
*' happy 5 my loul being to be fed with the 
^^ bread ^lifey which came down from hea- 
•* ven. I ibali be mindful of you all there." 
In another of Jan. 29, he thus expreflea 
that indifference for worldly Doffleffions, 
which he fo remarkably carried tn rough all 
the remainder of his lite; ^^ I know, the rich 
^^ are only fiewards for the poor, and muH 
*' give an account of every penny ; therefore 
" the lefs I have, the more eafy will it be 
^^ to render a faithful account ot it/' And 
to add no more from thefe letters at prefenr, 
in the conclufion of one of them he has thefe 
comprehend ve and folemn words: *' Now 
^^ that He, who is the eafe of the affli£led, 
^^ the fupport of the weak, the wealth ot 
*^ the poor, the teacher of the ignorant, ibe 
^^ anchor of the fearful, and the infinite re- 
^^ ward of all faithful fouls, may pour out 
^^ upon you all his ricbeil bleffings, fhall al- 
^ ways be the prayer of him who is entire- 
«« \y your's, Be'' 

• }. 47* To this account of his correfpon- 
drace with his excellent mother, I Ihould 
be ^lad taadd a large view of another, to 
which ihe introduced him, with that reve- 
rend and valuable perfon, under whc^e paf« 
toral care ihe was placed, I mean the juflly 
celebrated Dr. Edmund Calamy, to whom 
(he could not but early communicate the 

joyful 
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joyful news of her fon's converfion. I am 
not fo happy as to be poffefled of the letters 
which pafled between them, which I have 
reafon to believe would make a curious and 
valuable colleftion: But I have had the 
pleafure of receiving, from my worthy and 
amiable friend the Reverend Mr. Edmund 
Calamy, one of the letters which the Doc- 
tor his father wrote to the Major on this 
wonderful occalion. I perceive by the con- 
tents of it, that ic was tne firft ; and indeed 
it is dated as early as the third of Auguft, 
•1719, which muft be but a few days after 
his own account, dated Auguft4,N.S. could 
reach England. There is lb much true re- 
ligion and good fenfe in this paper, and th« 
coiinfel it luggefts may be fo leafonable to 
other perfons in circumftances which bear 
any refemblance to his, that I Aiake no apo* 
logy to my reader for inferring a large ex- 
tract from it. 

§.48. "Dear Sir, — I conceive it will not 
^ much furprife you to underftand that yom 
^ good mother communicated to me your 
*^ letter to her, dated Auguft 4, N.S. which 
" brought her the news, you conceive would 
** be fo acceptable to her. I who have often 
*' been a witnefs to her concern for you on 
^' a fpiritual account, can atteft with what 
^^ joy this news was received by her^ and 
" imparted to me as a (pecial friend, who 
" ihe knew would bear a part with her on 

" fuch 
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** fuch an occafion. And indeed, if (jsls 
*« our Saviour intimates, Luke xv. 7, 10.) 
^^ there is in fuch cafes joy in heaven^ and 
*^ among the angels of GOJu^ it may well be 
** fuppofed, that of a pious mother, who 
^^ has fpent fo many prayers and tears upon 
^^ you, and has as it were travailed in birth 
^^ with you again^ tillChriJi wasforfned in you ^ 
" could not be fmalh You may believe me 
*^ if I add, that I alfo, as a common friend 
^* of her's and your*s, and, which is much 
<< more, ot the Prince of light, whom you 
** now declare you heartily fall in with in 
'^ oppofition to that of the dark kingdom, 
^^ could not but be tenderly afFefted with an 
^^ account of it under your own hand. My 
^^ joy on this account was the greater, con- 
'^ fidering the importance of your capacity, 
" interefts, and profpefts^ which, in luch an 
'^ age as this, may promife moft happy con- 
^' fequences, on your heartily appearing on 
^^ GoD*s fide, and embarking in the intereft 
«^ of our dear Redeemer. If I have hitber- 
^^ to at all remembered you at the throne of 
" gracey^tyonr good mother's defire, (which 
" you are pleafed to take notice of with fo 
'^ much relpeft,) I can uflure you I lliall 
^^ henceforward be led to do. it, with more 
" concern and particularity^, both by duty 
*^ and inclination. And if I were capable 
*^ of giving you any little affiftance in the 
" noble defign you are engaging in, by cor- 

^' reljponding 
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^' refponding with you by letter, while you 
«' are at fuch a diftance, I Ihould do it moil 
<^ chearfully. Afid, perhaps, fuch ^ mo- 
<^ tion may not be altogether unacceptable : 
«« For I am inclinable to believe, th^ when 
^^ fome, whom you are obliged to converfe 
«c with, obferve your behaviour fo different 
'« fronfi what fc formerly was, and banter 
«« you upon it as mad and fanciful, it may 
« DC fome little rdief to correfpotrd with 
<^ one who will take a pleafure in bearten- 
^« ing atod encouraging you. And when a 
" great many things frequently ofier, in 
«* which confcience may be concerned, 
«^ where duty may not always be plain, nor 
^^ f ui table perfons to advife with at hand, it 
^^ may be fome fatisfaftion to your to corre- 
" fpond with one, with whom you may ufe 
<^ a friendly freedom in all fuch matters, 
^^ and on whofe fidelity you may depend. 
^^ You may therefore command me in any 
^^ of thefe refpeft^, and I Ihall take a plea- 
*^ fiire in ferving you. — ^One piece of advice 
^^ I IhaJl venture to give you, though your 
" own good fenfe will make my enlarging 
*^ upon it left needful ^ I mean, that you 
^^ would, from jrour firli fetting our, care- 
*^ fully diflinguilh between the ejfentiah of 
" real religion, and thofe things which are 
*^ commonly reckoned by its profeffors to 
" belong to it. The want of this diftinftion 
^^ has hod very unhappy confequences from 

^' one 
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^^ one age to another, and perhaps in none 
*^ more than the prelent. But your daily 
^^ cdnverfe witlf your Bible, which you 
" mention^ may herein give you great auill- 
^^ ance. I move alfo, that fince infidelity fo 
•* much abounds, you would, not only by 
^' clofe and ferious confideration, endeavour 
^^ CO fettle yourfelf well in the fundamental 
*^ principles of religion ^ but alfo that, as 
'^ opportunity offers, you would converfe 
^' with thofe books which treat moJl judi- 
*^ cjoufly on the divine original of Chrifti- 
** anity, fuCh as Grotius, Abadie, Baxter, 
*^ Bates^ Du Pleffis, i^c. which may eilablifK 
^* you againft the cavils that occur in ajmoft 
^ all converfations, and furnilh you with 
^^ arguments which, when properly offered^ 
^ may be of ufe to make fome inipreifiona 
" on others. But being too much ItraiceneJ 
^^ to enlarge at prefent, I can only add, thatf 
^^ if your hearty falling in with ferious reli- 
*^ gion Ihould prove any hindrance to your 
^^ advancement in the world, (which I pray 
^^ God it may not, unlefs fuch advaucemen* 
^^ would be a real fnare to you,) 1 hope you 
*^ will truft our Saviour's word, that it ihall 
" be no difadvantage to you in the final il^ 
^^ fue : He has givea you his word for it, 
^^ Mat.xix. 2,g. upon which you may fafely 
" depend , and 1 am fatisfied, none, that 
«« ever did fo, at lalt repeoted of ic. May 

Gt "yott 
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" you go on and profp^r, atid the God of 
^' all grace and peace be with you !" 

§. 49. 1 think it very evident from the con- 
tents of this letter, that the Major had not 
imparted to his mother the moft hngular cir- 
cumftances attending his converlion : And, 
indeed, there was fomething fo peculiar ia 
them, that I do not wonder he was always 
cautious in fpeaking of them, and, etpecial- 
ly, that he was at hrft much on the referve. 
We may alfo naturally reflefl.^ that there 
feems to have been fomething very provi- 
dential in this letter, eonlidering the debate 
in which our illuftrious convert was fo foon 
engaged 5 for it was written but about three 
Weeks before his conference with the lady 
above-mentioned, in the defence of Chrifti- 
isnityj or, at leaft, before the appointment of 
it. And as fome of the books recommended 
by Dr. Calamy, particularly Abadie and Du 
JPleffis, were undoubtedly within his reach, 
(if our Englifh advocates were not,) this 
might, by the divine blefling, contribute 
confiderably towards arming him for that 
combat, in which he came ofFwith fuch happy 
fuccefs. Atid as in this inllance, fo in many 
others, they who will obferve the coinci- 
"defice and concurrence of things, may be 
engaged to adore the wife conduft of pro- 
vidence in events, which, when taken fingly 
and by themfelves, have nothing very re- 
markable in them. 

§.^0. 
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$. 50. I thiok it was about this time, thac 
this refolate and exemplary Chriftian enter- 
ed upon that methodical manner of living, 
which he purfued thro' fo many fucceeding 
years of his life, and I believe, generally, 
lb far as the broken ftate of his health would 
allow it in his latter days, to the very end 
of it. He ufed conftantly to rife ac four in 
the morning, and to fpend his time tDl fix 
in the fecrec exercifes oi devotion, reading, 
meditation, and prayer ^ in which laft he 
contra&ed fuch a fervency of fpirit, as I be- 
lieve few men living ever obtained. Thl| 
certainjy tended very much to ftrengthen 
that firm faith in God, and reverent ani-^ 
ina^tinfl; iienfb of his prefence. for which be 
was lo eminently remarkable, and which 
carried him through the trials and fervices 
of life, with fuch fteadin efs, and with fucl^ 
a£livityi fof he indeed endured, and a£le() 
as always yJri«^ Him who is invijibk. If at 
any time he was obliged co go out before 
iix \^ the moifning, he arofe proportionably 
ioan^i'^ fo that when a journey , or a march, 
lias required him to be on horieback by four^^ 
he would be at his devotions at fartheft by 
twa He like wife fecured time for retire- 
nikent in an evenings and that he might have ' 
it the more at command, and be the more 
fit to ufe it properly, as well as the better- 
abi^ to rife early the next morning, he. ge- 
nerally went to Bed about ten : And, during 

G a the 
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the time I was acquainted with him, hcTel- 
doni eat any fupper, but a mouthful of bread 
with one glafs of wine. In confequencfe of 
this, as well as of his admirably good con- 
ilitution, and the long habit he had f crmed, 
he required lefs fleep than moft perfons 1 
'have known: And I doubt not but his un- 
common progre(s in piety was in a great 
meafure owing to thele refolute habits of 
felf-denial. 

^. 51. A life any thing like this, could 
not, to be fure, be entered upon, in the midft 
of luch company as he had oeen accuflomed 
to keep, without great oppofition, efpeci- 
ally, as he did not entirely withdraw Ijim- 
feli trom all the circle of chearful conver- 
fation > but, on the contrary, gave feveral 
hours every day to it, left religion fhould 
be reproached, as having made him morofe. 
He, however, early began a praSice, which 
to the laft day of his life he retained, of r^- 
provifig vice and profanetjefs ; and was never 
afraid to debate the matter with any, under 
the confciioufnefs of fuch fuperiority in the 
goodnefs of his caufe, 

§. 52. A remarkable inftance of this hap- 
Y^ened, if I miftake not, about the middle 
of the year 1720, though I cannot be very 
cxaft as to the date of the ftory. It was 
however on his firft return, to make any 
^onfiderable abode in England, after this 
remarkable change. He had beard, on the 

other 
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other fide of the water, that it waa currently 
reported among bis companions at horne^ 
that he was^^rA mad: A report, at which, 
no reader, who knows the wifdom of the world 
in thefe matters, will be much furprifed, 
anymore thanhimfelf. He concluded there- 
fore, that he Ihould have many battles to 
fight, and was willing to difpatch the bull- 
nefs as faft as he could. And therefore, be- 
ing to fpend a few days at the country houle 
ofapejfoi\.of diilin^uiihed rank, with whom 
he had been very mtimate, (whofe name ( 
do not remember that he told me, nor did I 
think it proper to enquire after it,) he beg- 
ged the tavour of him that he would con- 
trive matters fo, that a day or two after he 
came down, feveral of their former gay 
companions might meet at his l.ordOnp'9 
table, that he might have an opportunity of 
making his apology to them, and acquaints 
ing them with the nature and reafons of his 
change. It was accordingly agreed toj 
and a pretty large company met on the day 
appointed, with previous notice that Major 
Gardiner would be there. A good deal of 
raillery pafled at dinner, to which the Ma- 
jor made very little anfwer. But when 
the cloth was taken away, and the fervanta 
retired, he begged their patience for a .few 
qiinutes, and then plainly and (erioufly told 
them, what notions he entertained of vir- 
tue and religion, axid on what ccmjidera- 

G 3 tions 
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tions he had abfolutely determined,, that 
by the grace of God he would make it the 
care and bufinefs of life, whatever he might 
iofe by it, and whatever cenfpre and con» 
tempt he might incur. He well knew how- 
improper it was in fuch company to relate 
the extraordinary manner in which he was 
awakened; which they would probablyhava 
interpreted to a demonft ration of lunacy^ a- 
gainft all the gravity and folidity of his dif- 
courfc : Biit he contented himfelf with fuch 
a rational defence of a righteous^ foher^ and 
'godly lifcy as he knew none of them could 
with any Ihadow of reafon conteft. He 
then challenged them to propofe any thing 
'chey could urge, to prove that a life of ir- 
feligion and aebauchery was preferable to 
the tear, love, and worihip of the eternal 
God, and a conduft agreeable to the pre- 
cepts of his Gofpel. And he faileli not to 
t}ear his teftimony from his own experience, 
Xto one part of which many of them had 
been witnefles,) that after having run the 
tvideft jound of fenfual pleafure, with all 
the advantages the beft conftitution and fpi- 
rits could give him, he had riever tailed any 
thing that deferved to be called happinefs^ 
till ne had made religion his refuge and his 
delight. He teftified calmly and boldly, the 
"habitual ferenity and peace that he now felt 
in his own breaft, (for the mod elevated 
delights he did not think fit to plead^ leil 

tbey 
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they Ihotild be efteemed enthufiafm^) and 
the compofure and pleafure with which he 
looked forward to objeftaj which the gayeft 
finner muft acknowledge to be equally un^ 
avoidable and dreadful. 

§. 53. 1 know not what might be attempted 
by fome of the company in anfwer to this ^ 
but I well remember he told me, the matter 
of the table, a perfon of a very frank and 
candid difpofition, cut Ihort the debate, and 
faid, ^^ Gome, let us call another caufe: We 
*' thought this man madj and he is in good 
'^ earneft proving that we are fo." On the 
whole, this well-judged circumft-ince faved 
him a great deal of future trouble. When 
his former acquaintance obferved, that he 
was ftill converfable and innocently cheaf- 
ful, and that he was immoveable in his re- 
folutions, they defifted trom farther impor- 
tunity. And he has aflured me, that inftead 
of lofing any one valuable Iriend by this 
change in his charafter, he found himfelf 
much more efteemed and regarded, by many 
who could not perfuade themlelves to imi- 
tate his example. 

^.54. I have not any memoirs of Colonel 
Gardiner's life, or of any other remarkable 
event befalling him in it, from the time of 
his return to England, till his marriage in 
the year 1726s except the ext rafts which 
have been fent me from fome letters, which 
he wrote to his religiQUs friends during this 

interval. 
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interval, and which I cannot pafs by with-i^ 
ouc a more particular notice. It may be re- 
collected, tnat in confequence of the reduc- 
tion of that regiment oi which he was Ma- 
jor, he was out of coramiffion from Novem- 
ber the loth, 171831 till Jane the ift, 1724: 
And after he returned from Paris,.! find all 
bis letters, during this period, dated from 
London, where he continued, in communion 
with the Chriftian fociety under the pafto- 
r^ «are' of Doctor Calamy. As his good 
mother alfo belonged to the fame, it is eafy 
to inaagine, it mutt be an unfpeakable plea- 
fure to her, to have fuch frequent opportu- 
nities of converling with fuch a fon, of ob- 
lerving in his daily conduft and difeourfes 
the biefled efFefts of that change which di- 
vine grace had made in his heart, and of fit- 
ting down with him monthly at th^Lifsured 
feaji where Chrillians fo frequently enjoy the 
divineil entertainments which they expe3: on 
this fide heaven. I the rather mention this 
ordinance, becaufe as this eiTcellent lady had 
a very high efteem for it, fo flie had an op- 
portunity of attending it, but the very Lord's 
day immediately preceding her death, which 
happened on Thurfday, 0«, 7, 1725, after 
her fon had been removed from her almoft a 
year. He had maintained her handfomely 
out of that very moderate income, on which 
he fubfifted Cnce his regiment had been dif- 
bandcdi and when ihe exprefled her grati- 
tude 
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tude to him for it, he aflured her, (I think, 
iq one of the laft letters flie ever received 
from him,^ *^ that he efteen>ed it a great ho- 
" ribur, that God put it into his power, to 
^^ make" what he called, '' a very fmall at* 
*^ kno'^iSjledgment of all her care for him, and 
*^ efpecially of the many prayers Ihe had ot- 
** fered on his account, which had already 
^ been remarkably anfwercd, and the bcne- 
** fit of which he hoped ever to enjoy." 

§. 55. I apprehend that the Earl of Stair's 
regiment, to the majorit}^ of which he was 
promoted on the 20th of July, 1724, was 
then quartered in Scotland j for all the let- 
ters in my hand, from that time to the 6th 
of February, 1726, are dated from thence, 
3nd particularly from Douglas, Stranrawen^ 
Hamilton, and Air: But I have the pleafure 
to find, from comparing thefe with others 
of an earlier date from London and the 
neighbouring parts, that neither the detri- 
ment which he mult fufFer by being fo long 
out of commiflion, nor the hurry of affairs 
while charged with it, could prevent or in- 
terrupt that itttercotirfe with heMen^ which 
was his daily feaft, and his daily ftrength. 

• 5. $6. Thefe were moft eminently the 
happy years of his life: For he had learned to 
eftimate his happmefs, not by the increafe 
of honour, or the pofleflion of wealth, or 
by what was much dearer to his generous 
heart than either, the converfe of the dcarefl: 

and 
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and worthier human friends ^ but by near. 
nefa to God, and by opportunities of hum* 
ble converfe with him, in the lively exer- 
cife of contemplation, praife, and prayer. 
Now there was no period of his life, in which 
he was more eminently favoured with -thefej 
nor do I find any of his letters fo overflow- 
ing with tranfports of holy joy, as thofe 
which were dated during this time. There 
are indeed in fome of them fuch vary fub- 
lime paflages, that I have been dubious whe- 
ther I Ihould communicate them to the pub. 
lie or not^ left 1 (hould adminifter matter of 
profane ridicule to fome, who look upon all 
the elevations of devotion as a contemptibU 
enthufiafm. And it has alfo given me fome; 
apprehenfions, left it ihould duco.urage fome 
pious Chriftians, who after having ^ent fe. 
veral years in the fervice of God, and io 
humble obedience to the precepts of his 
Gofpel, may not have attained to ajay fuch 
heights as thefe. But on the whole, I caiw 
not fatisfy myfeUf to fujpprefs them j noi; 
only as I number fome ot them, coofideiied 
in a devotional vi<^w, among the moft exua-^ 
ordinary pieces of the kiml I have ever met; 
lyith^ but aa fome of the moft excellent and 
judicious peribns I any where know,^ to. 
whom I have i^ad them, have afiured me^ 
that they felt their hearts in an unufual 
manner mxpreiled,, quickened, and edi6ed 
by them, 

f57- 
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6. 57. 1 wrll therefore draw back the veil, 
and Ihew my much-honoured friend in his 
moft fecret recefles, that the world may fee 
what thofe fprings were, from whence iflued 
that clear, permanent, and living ftream of 
Wifdom, piety, and virtue, which fo appa- 
rently ran through all that part of his life 
whicn was open to public obfervation. It is 
not to be imagined, that letters written in 
the intimacy of Cbriflian friendihip, fome 
of them with the moft apparent marks of 
hafte, and amidft a variety or important pub- 
lic cares, fhould be adorned with anyftudied 
elegance of expreffion, about which the 
greatnefs of his foul would not allow him 
to be at any time very folicitous ^ for he ge^ 
nerally (fo far as I could obferve,) wrote as 
faft as his pen could move, which happily, 
both for him, and his many friends, was 
very freely. Yet here the grandeur of his 
fubje£l: has fometimes clothed his ideas with 
a language more elevated, than is ordinarily 
to be expected in an epiftolary correfpon- 
dence. The proud fcorners, who may de- 
ride fentiments and enjoyments like thofe 
which this truly great man fo experimental- 
ly and patlietically defcribes, I pity from 
my heart 5 and grieve to think how unfit 
they muft be for the Hallelujahs of heaven, 
who pour contempt upon the neafeft ap- 
proaches to them : Nor Ihall I think it any 
misfortune to ihare with fo excellent a per- 

foa 
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fon in their profane derifion. It will be in^ 
finiiely more than an equivalent for all that 
fuch ignorance and petulancy can think and 
fay, if I may convince fome who are as yet , 
ftrangers to religion, how real, and how no- 
ble its delights are^ if I may engage my pi- 
ous readers to glorify God for lo illuftrious 
an inlknce of his graces and finally, if I may 
quicken them, and above all may roufe my 
own too indulgent fpirit, to follow with leis 
unequal fteps an example, to the fublimity 
of which, 1 i<ear, few of us Ihall after all be 
able fully to attain. And that we may not 
be too much difcouraged under the defici- 
ency, let it be recoUeoted, that few have the 
advantage of a temper naturally fo warm^ 
few have an equal command of retirement; 
and perhaps hardly any one, who thinks him- 
felf moft indebted to the riches and freedom 
of divine grace, can trace interpofitions of 
it, in all refpefts equally aftonilhing. 

§. 58. The firft or thefe extraordinary let- 
ters which have fallen into my hand, is da- 
ted near threeyears after his converfion, and 
addrefled to a lady of quality. I believe it 
is the firft the Major ever wrote, fo imme- 
, diately on the fubjefit of his religious confo- 
lations and converfe with God in devout re- 
tirement. Fori well remember, that he once 
told me, he was fo much afraid that fome- 
thing of fpiritual pride fhould mingle itfelf 
iTJth the relation ot fuch kind of experiences, 

that 
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that he concealed them a long time.: But 
obferving with hOw much freedom the fa- 
cred writers open all themoft fecret recefles 
of their hearts, efpecially in the Pfalms, his 
confcience began to be burthened, under an 
apprehenfion, that, for the honour of God, 
-and in order to engage the concurrent praifes 
of fome of his people, he ought to difclofc 
them. On this he fet himfelf to refleO:, who 
among all his numerous acquaintance feemed 
at once the moil experienced Chriiiian he 
Icnew, Cto whom therefore fuch things as he 
■had to communicate might appear loiid and 
4:redible,) and who the humbleft. He qufck- 
Ij thought of the Lady Marchionefs of 
Douglas in this view : And the reader may 
well imagine, that it firuck my mind very 
^ongly, to think that now, more than '24 

^ear8 after it was written, Providence (hould 
ring to my hands (as it has done within 
tlhefe ftew days) what I affuredly believe to 
'be a genuine copy of that very letter, which 
I had not the leall reafon to expert I fhould 
ever have feen, when I learnt from his own 
mouth, amidft the freedom of an acciden- 
tal converfation, the occallon and circum- 
l^ances of it, 

§. 59. It is dated from Londoo, July 21, 
1^22, and the very firft lines of it relate to 
a remarkable circumftance, which from 
others of his letters I find to have happened 
feveral times, I mean^^^ that when he had 

^ H received 
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received from any of his Chriftian friends 
a tew lilies which particularly afFefted his 
heart, he could not Hay till the Hated re- 
turn of his devotional hour 5 but immediately 
retired to pray for them, and to give vent 
to thefe religious emotions of mind which 
fuch a correfpondence raifed- How inva- 
luable was fuch a friend ! and how great 
reafon have thofe of us, who once poffefled 
a large fhare in his heart, and in thofe re- 
tired and facred moments, to blefa God for 
fo fingular a felicity ; and to comfort our- 
felves in a pleafing hope, that we may yet 
reap future bleffings, as the harveft of thofe 
petitions which he can no more repeat! 

§. 60. His words are thefe : ^* I was fb 
" happy as to receive yours juft as I arrived, 
*^^ and I had no fooner read it, but I fhut my 
^^ door, and fought him whom my foul /ovetb. 
^^ I fought him^ and found him;, and would J^et 
^' let him go^ till he had blejfed us all. It is 
^^ impoffible to find words, to exprefs what 
^^ I obtained ; but I fuppofe it was fomething 
^^ like that which the difciples got, as they 
*^ were going to Emmaus, when they faid, 
*^ Did not our hearts burn within usj ^c. or 
^^ rather like what Paul felt, when he could 
** net tell whether he was in the body er out of 
,^^ it.^\ He then mentions his dread oifpiri^ 
tual fride^ from which he earneltly prays 
that God may deliver and, preferve him. 
•^ Tlaisy^ foys he, ** would have hindered 
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^* me from communicating thefe things, if 
" I had not fuch an example before me as 
*^ the man after God's own heart, faying, 
*^ / will declare what God hath done for my 
^^ foul'^ and elfewhere, 72?^ humble pall hear 
*^ thereof^ and be glad: Now I am well fati^- 
*^ fied, that your Ladyfhip is of that nuni- 
*^ her/' He then adds, " I had no fooner 
" finifhed this cxercife,"' that is, of prayer 
above-mentioned, " but I fat down to admire 
** the goodnefs of my God, that He would 
^^ vouchfafe to influence by his free Spirtt fo 
" undeferving a wretch as I, and to make me 
, ^^ thus to ntount up with eagles wings. And 
^^ here I was loft again, and got into an 
^^ ocean, where I could find neither bound 
" nor bottom ; but was obliged to cry out 
^^ wi(h the Apoftle, O the breadth^ the lengthy 
y the depths the height ^ of the love of Chrijty 
*^ which pajfeth knowledge/ But if I give way 
" to this ftrain, I Ihall never have done. 
^* That the GOD of hope may Jill you with all 
"^^jcy and peace in believingy that you may 
*^ abound in hope through the power of the Holy 
'^^ Ghojty Ihall. always be the prayer of him, 
^^ who is, with the greateft fincerity and re- 
. *^ foea, your Ladythip's, ^c. 

%. 61. Another paflage to the fame purpofe 
I fmd in a memorandum, which he feems 
to have written for his own ufe, dated Mon- 
day^ March 1 1, which, I perceive from 
many concvrxent circumftaoces, muft have 

H 2 b^en 
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been in the year v^zz^i. " This day/' fays 
he, " having been to vifitMrs. G. at Hamp^ 
'^ ftead^ I came home about two, and read 
^^ a fermon on thofe words, Pfalm cxxx. 4. 
^^ But there is forgivencfs with thee^ that thou 
*^ fnayeft be feared: About the latter end of 
'^ which, there is a defcription of the mife- 
^^ table condition of thofe that are flighters 
^^ of pardoning grace. From a fenfe of the 
*^ great obh'gations I lay under tO/ the Al- 
^^ mighty Gop, who hath made me to differ 
*^ from fuch^ ftom what I was^ and from the 
*^ reft of my companions, I knelt down to 
*^ praife his holy name: And Iknow not, that 
^^ in my life-time I ever hykwer in theduji^ 
^* never having had a fuller view of my 
^^ own unworthiiiefs. I never pleaded more 
^^ llrongly the merits and interceffion of 
" Him, whoIkn6w is worthy ^ nevervowed 
*^ more fincerely to be the Lord's, aiid to ac- 
*^ c^pt of Christ as he is, offered in the Gof- 
" pel, as my king, prieft, and prophet, never 
*^ had fo ftrong a defire to depart^ that I might 
" fin no more; but — my grace is fufficient-^ 
" curbed that defire. 1 never pleaded with * 
^^ greater fervency for ;f>&^ Comforter^ which^ 
*^ our blefled Lord hath promifed, (hall abide 
^^ with us for ever. For all which I defire 
*^ to afcribe glory^ Sc to Him th&tjitteth on 
^^ the throne^ and to the Lamb^^ 

§. 62. There are fcvei*al others of his' pa- 
pers, which fpeak much the fame languages 

which. 
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which, had he kept a diary, would (I 
doubt not) have filled toany Iheets. I be- 
lieve, my devout readers would not foon 
be WMry of reading extra£ls of this kind : 
But that I may not exceed in this part of 
my narrative, I Ihall mention only two 
more, each of them dated fome years after 5 
that is, one from Douglas, April i, 1725^^ 
and the other from Scranrawen, the 25th c^* 
May following. 

§. 63. The tormef of thefe relates to the 
frame of his fpiric on a journey. On the 
mention of which I cannot but recoUcft, 
how often I have heard him fay, that fomo 
of the moft delightful days of his life were 
days in which he travelled alone, (that is, 
with only a fervant at a diftance i) whea 
he could, efpeciall^ in loads not much fre« 
quented, indulge himielf in the pleafures of 

{grayer and praife. In the exercife of which 
aft, tie was greatly affifted by feveral Pfalms 
and Hymns, which he bad treafured up in 
his memory, and which he ufed not only to 
repeat aloud, but fometimes to fing. In re- 
ference to this I remember the following 
pailage, in a letter which he wrote to me 
many years after, when on mentioning my 
ever dear and honoured friend the Rev. I)r. 
M^atts, he fays, " How often in finging 
*^ fome of his Pfalms, Hymns, or Lyricksu 
^' on horfeback, and elfewhere, has the evil 
" fpirit been made to flee^ 

H 3 " When- 
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*^ Whenever my heart in tune was found, 
^^ Like David's Iferp of folemn found r* 

§. 64. Such was the firft of April above- 
fnentioned, in the evening of which he 
writes thus to an intimate triend : " What 
^ would I have given this day, upon the 
^* road, for paper, pen, and ink, when the 
^* spirit of the Moji High refied upon me! Oh 
^^ for the pen of a ready writer, and the 
^ tongue ot an angel, to declare what God 
^^ hath done this day for my foull But in 
•^ Ihort it is in vain to attempt it: All that 
" lam able to fay, is only this, that my foul 
*^ has been for fome hours joining with the 
^^ blefled ijMiits above, in giving glory^ and 
^^ honour^ and praife^ unto Him that fttteth 
*^ upon the throne^ and to the Lamb^ for ever 
*^ and ever. My praifes began from a renew- 
♦^ ed view of him, whom I f aw pierced for my 
*^ tranfgrejpons. I fummoned the whole 
'* hierarchy of heaven to join with me^ and 
•^I am perfuaded, they all echoed back 
*^ praife to the Moft High. Yea, one would 
^^ have thought, the very larks joined me 
*^ with emulation. Sure then I need not 
make ufe of many words, to perfuade j'{?« 
that are hisfaintSy to join me in bleffing 
" and prailing h\^ holy name/* He con- 
cludes, " May the bleffing of the God of 
^^ Jacob reft upon you all! Adieu. Written 
^^ in gre« hafte^^ late, and weary." 
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§• 65. Scarce can I here refrain from break- 
ing out into more copious refle£):ions on the 
exquifite pleafures of true religion, when 
rifen to fuch eminent degrees 9 which can 
thus feaft the foul in its^ fditude, and refrefb 
it on journeys; and bring down fo much of 
heaven to earth, as this delightful letter 
exprefTes. But the remark is fo obvious, 
that I will not enlarge upon it; but pro- 
ceed to the other letter above-mentioned, 
which was written the next month, on the 
Tuefday after a facrament-day. 

§. 66. He mentions the pleafure with 
which he had attended a preparation-fermon 
the Saturday before; and then he adds, *^ I 
'* took a walk ^pon the mountains that are 
^^ over againft Ireland ; and I perfuade my- 
" felf, that were I capable of giving you a 
^^ defcription of what paffed there, you 
*^ wouldf agree, that I had much better rea- 
^^ fon to remember my God from the hills of 
^* Port Patrick, than David from the land 
*^ of Jordan and of the Hermonites^ from the 
^^ hill Mizar.^^ I fuppofe he means in refe- 
rence to the clearer difcoveries of the Gof- 
pel with which we are favoured. ^* In 
*^ ihort," fays he immediately afterward*, 
in that fcripture phrafe which was become 
To familiar to him, '* I wrejlled fome hours 
*' with the Angel of the covenant^ and made 
^^ fupplications to him^ with floods of tears, 
^^ and cries, — ^until I had almoft expired : But 

"he 
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^^ he ftrengthened rae fo, that like Jacob I 

<' had power withCiODjand prevailed. This," 

adds be, ^' is but a very taint defcription : 

*^ You will be more able to judge of it by 

^' what you have felt yourfelf upon the like 

«^ occafions. After fuch preparatory work, 

«^ 1 need not tell you, how bleiTed the fo- 

^^ lemn ordinance of the Lord's Supper 

'* proved to nies I hope, it was fo to many. 

^^ Vou may believe, llhould have been ex- 

^^ ceeding glad, if my gracious Lord had or- 

^^ dered it fo, that I might have made you a 

« vifir, as I propofed : But I am now glad 

<^ it was orderea other wife, fince he hath 

^^ caufed /o much of^ his goodnefs to pafs hefor^ 

" me. Were I to give you an account of the 

^^ many favours my God hath loaded me 

^' with, fince I parted from you, I muft have 

'^ taken up many days in nothing but wri* 

^^ ting. I hope you \vill join with me in 

^^ praifes for all the goodnefs he has Ihewn 

'^ to your unworthy brother in the Lord." 

§.67. Such were the ardours and elevations 

of his foul : But while I record thefe me* 

morials of them, I am very fenfible, there 

f^re many who will be inclined to cenfure 

them as tht flights of enthtifiafmy for which 

reafon I mufi: be^ leave to add a remark or 

two on the occalion, which will be illuf- 

trated by feveral other ^trafts, which I Ihall 

•introduce into the fequel of thefe memoirs. 

The one is, that he never pretends, in any 

of 
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of the paflages cited above, or elfewhere, 
to have received any immediate revelationa 
from God, which fhould raife him above 
'the ordinary methods of inftruftion, or dif- 
cover anything to him, whether of doftrinef^ 
or fa£ts. No man was farther from pretend-* 
ing to predift future events, except it were 
from the moral prognoflications of caufea 
naturally tending to produce them 5 in tra« 
cing of which he had indeed an admirable 
lagacity, as I have feen in fome very remark* 
able inftances. Neither was he at all incli- 
nable to govern himfeif by fecret impulfes 
upon his mind, leading him to things for 
which he could affign no reafon but the 
impulfe itfeJf. Had he ventured, in a pre- 
fumption on fuch fecret agitations of mmd, 
to teach, or to do any thmg, not warranted 
by the diftates of found fenfe and the Word 
of God, I Ihould readily have acknowledged 
him an enthujiaftj unlets he could have pro- 
duced fome other evidence than his own 
perfuafion, to have fupported the authority 
of them. But thefe ardent expreiCons, 
which fome may call enthujiafntj feem only 
to evidence a heart deeply afFe6led with a 
fenfe of the divine prefence and perfe£iions, 
and of that love which pajjeth knowledge 3 efpe- 
cially, as manifefted in our redemption by 
the Son of God, which did indeed inflame 
his whole foul. And he thought, he might 
.reafonably afcribe the ^rong impnjpons^ 10 

which 



A 
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which men are generally fuch ftrangers, and 
of which he had long been entirely deftitute, 
to the agency or influence of the Spirit of 
GOD upon his heart; and that, in propor- 
tion to the degree in which he felt them, he 
anight properly fay, God was prefent with 
him, and heconverfed withGoD*. Now 
when we confider the fcriptural phrafes, of 
walking with GODy of having communion 
with the Father and his Son Jefus ChriJ}, of 

Chrijf's 

. * The ' ingenious and pious Mr. Grove, (who I 
think was as little fufpefted of running into enthu- 
fiaftical extremes as moft divines I could name,) 
has a noble paflage. to this purpofe, in the Sixth Vo- 
lume of his Poflhumous Works, pag. 40, 41. which 
refpefl: to the memory of both thefe excellent per- 
fons inclines me to infert here. " How often are 
** good thoughts fuggcfted,** (viz. to the pure in 
heart,) ** heavenly affeftions kindled, and inflamed! 
** How often is the Chriftian prompted to holy ac- 
•* tions, drawn to his duty, reftored, quickened, 
** perfuaded, in fuch a manner, that he would be 
** unjuft to the Spirit of GOD to queftion his agency 
** in the whole ? Yes, oh my foul, there is a Su- 
** preme Being, who governs the world, and is 
* * prefent with it> who takes up his more fpecial 
** habitation in good men, and is nigh to all who 
** call upon himj to fanftify, and affift them ! Haft 
•* thou not felt him, oh my foul, like another foul^ 
•* a£hiating thy faculties, exalting thy views, puri* 
*' fying thy paffions, exciting thy graces, and be- 
** getting in thee an abhorrence of fin, and a love 
** of holinefs? And is not all this an argument of 
'* his prefence, as truly as if thou dldft fee him^^ 
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Chri/i^s coming to them that open the door of 
their hearts to him^ and Cupping with them^ of 
GOD's Jheddin^ abroad his love in the heart 
hy his Spirit J ot his coming with Jefus Chrifi 
and making his abode with any man that loves 
him^ of his meeting him that workcth rights^ 
oufnefsj of his making us ^lad by. the light of 
his countenance^ and a variety of other equi- 
valent expreffions^ I believe, we Ihall fee 
reafon to judge much more favourably of 
fuch expreilions as thofe now in queftion, 
chao perfonswho are themfelves ftrangers 10 
elevated devotion^ and perhaps converfe but 
little with their Bible, are inclined to do; 
efpecially if they have, as many fuch perfons 
have, a temper that inclines them to cavil and 
find fault. And I muft farther obferve, that 
amidfl: all thofe freedoms with which thia 
eminent Chriftian opens his devout heart to 
the moil intimateof his friends, heflillfpeaks 
with profound awe and reverence of his hea- 
venly Father, and his Saviour, and maintains 
Cafter the example of the facred writers 
themfelvesO a kind of dignity in his expref- 
fions^ fuitable to fucha fubjeO: j without any 
of that fond familiarity of language, and de- 
grading meannefs of phrafe, by which it is, 
efpecially of late, grown fafliionable among 
forae,(whoneverthelefsIbelievemeanweU) 
to «xprefs their love and their humility. 

§. 68. On the whole; if habitual love to 
God, firm faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, 

a fteady 
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a fteady dependence on the divine promifes, 
a full perfuafion of the wifdom and goodnefs 
of' all thedifpenfations of Providence^ a high 
ieileem for the bleffings of the heavenly 
world, and a fincere contempt forthe vani- 
ties of this, can properly be c^WtdienthuJiafm^ 
then was Colonel Gardiner indeed one of the 
"greatefi enthujiajis our age h^s produced 3 
and in proportion to the degree in which he 
was fo, I muft efteem him one of the wifsft 
and happiejt of mankind. Nor do I fear to 
tell the world, that it is the d^fign of my 
writing thefe memoirs, and of every thing 
elfe that I undertake in life, to fpread this 
glorious and blejfed enthufiafm*^ which I know 
to be the anticipation of heaven, as well as 
the moft certain way to it. 

$. 69. But left any fliould poffibJy imagine, 
that allowing the experiences which have 
"been defcribed above, to have been ever fo 
folid and important, yet there may be fome 
appearance of boafting in fo free a communi- 
cation of them 3 I muft add to what I have 
hinted in reference to this above, that I find 
in many of the papers before me very genu- 
ine expreffions of the deepeft humility and 
felf-abafement i which indeed fuch holy 
converfe with God in prayer and praife, 
does above all things in the world tend to 
infpire and promote. Thus in one of his 
letters he fays, *^ I am but as a heafi before 
*^ him^* In another he calls bimielt " a 
^ ^* miferable 
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'^ niiierable hell-deferving finner :" Ahd in 
another he cries out, '^ Oh, how good a 
'^ Matter dolferve! but alas, how ungrate- 
" ful am I! What can be fo aftoniihing, as 
** the love of Christ to us, unlefs it be the 
^^ coldnefs of our finful hearts towards fuch 
'' a Saviour?" With many other claufes of 
the like nature, which I mall not fet myfelf 
more particularly to trace, through the va- 
riety of letters in which they occur. 

^4 70. It is a farther inftance ot' this unw 
feigned humility, that when (as his Lady, 
with her ufual propriety of language, cx- 
prefTes it, in one ot her letters to me con^ 
cerning him,) " thcfe divine joys and con- 
*^ folations were not his daily allowance,*' 
he with equal freedom, in the confidence of 
Chriftian triendlhip, acknowledges and la- 
ments it. Thus in the firft letter I had the 
honour of receiving from him, dated from 
Leicefter, July 9, 1739, when he had been 
mentioning the bleffing with which it had 
pleafed God to attend my laft addrefs t3 
him, and the influence it had upon his mind, 
he adds, *^ Much do I ftahd in need of every 
^^ help, to awaken me out of that fpiritual 
" deadnefs, which feizes me fo often. Once 
^^ indeed it was quite otherwifc with me^ 
" and that for many years : 

** Firm was my health, my day was bright, 
^^ And I prefum'd 'twould ne'er be night : 

I "Fondly 
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'^ Fondly I faid witihin my heart, 

'^ Pleafure and peace ihall ne'er depart. 

'^ But I torgot, Thine arm was ftrong, 

'^ WhichnaademymGuntainilandfolong: 

^^ Soon aQ thy face b^an to hide, 

^^ My health was gope, my comforts died. 

'^ And here,*' adds he, *^ lies my fin, and my 
^^fdUy." 

§.71. I mention this, that the whole mat- 
ter may feem juft as it was, and that other 
Chriftians may not be difcouraged, if they 
feel fome abatement, of that fervour, and of 
thole holy joy*^ which they may have ex^ 
perienced during fortie of the firft months-or 
years of their fpiritqal life. But with reja-* 
tion to the Coloijel^ I have great reafon to 
believe, that thefe whigh he laments as hid 
days of fpiritual deadtiefs were not miaa{<- 
mated; and that quickly after the date of 
this letter, and el'pecially nearer the clofe 
of his life, he bad farther revivic^s^ as the 
joyful anticipation of thofe better things in 
ieferve, which were then nearly ap|)roacb-i.' 
ing. And thus Mr. Spears^ in the letter I 
mentioned above, tells us he related the 
matter to himj Qbr be ftudies as much as 
poffible to retain the Coloners own words:) 
^ However,^* fays he, ^' after that happy 
*' period of fenfible communion, though my 
^^joys and enlargfemcnts were not fo over- 
^f flowing and fenlible, yet I have h^d hftbi- 

« tual 
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'^ tual real communion with God from that 
"day to thisj" the latter end of the year 
^743 i " and I ikno w myfelf, and all that 
^^ know me fee, that through the grace of 
^^ God, to which I afcribe «11, my conver- 
'^ fation has been becoming theGofpel^ and 
" let me die, whenever it ihall pleafe God, 
" or wherever it fliail be, I am fure, I ihaU 

go to the manfions of eternal glory,*' &g. 
And this is perfeftly agreeable to the man- 
ner in which he nfed to fpeak tome qn thja 
bead, which w£ Jiave talked over frequently 
and largely. 

6. 72. In this conne£lion I hope my readec 
will forgive my inferting a little ftory, which 
1 received from a very worthy minifter in 
Scotland, and which I ihall give in his owo 
words : '^ In this period," meaning that 
which followed the firft ieven years after 
hi^ Cooverfion, ^' when his complaint of 
^ c$)n^Ufcrawe deadnefa and languor in re- 
^^ iigioo began, he had a dream ; which, 
" i;hottgh hiB had no turn at all for taking 
^ notice ^i (df cams, yet made a very ftrone 
^^ iiDpreffion upon his mind. .He imagined 
^ idjiathe jfaw his blefled Redeen>er on earth, 
^ and that be was following him through a 
^ large field, following him whom his foal 
^Jk^cdjy b^x. much troubled, becaufe he 
^^ thought his blefled Lord did not fpeak to 
^ hbn^ till be came up to the gate of a ^ 
^^ bai^rying-place, when jturning^ #bout he . 

I 2 " fmflcd 
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^^ fmiled upon him, in fuch a manner as fill- 
^.^ ed his foul with the mofl: raviihing joy; 
^' and on aicer-refle£^ion animated his faith, 
^^ in believing that whatever ftorms and 
*' darknefs he might meet with in the way, 
*^ at the hour of death his glorious Redeemer 
^^ would lift up upon him the light of his 
^^ life-giving countenance.''^ My correfpon- 
dent adds a circulnftance, for which he makes 
fome apology, as what may feem whimfical, 
and yet made fome impreffion on himfelf ; 
^Vthat there was a remarkable refemblance 
in the field in which this brave man met 
death, and that he had reprefented to him 
in the dream.'* I did not fully underftand 
this at firll ; but a paflage in that letter from 
Mr. Spears^ which I have mentioned more' 
than on^e, has cleared it. *^ Now obfej*ye, 
^^ Sir, this feems to be a literal defer iption 
^' of the place where this Chriftian HeFO 
^^ ended his forrows and conflifks, and from 
^^ which he entered triumphantly //r/o the joy 
^^ of his Lord. For after he fell in the battle, 
*^ fighting glorioufly for his King and the 
*^ caufe of his God, his wounded body, 
f ^ while life w«s yet remaining, was carried 
^' from the field of battle by the eaft fide of 
^^ his own inclofure, till he came to the 
*^ church-yard of Tranent, and was brought 
^^ to the minifter's houfe,-where he foon af- 
^^ ter' breathed out his foul into the hands of 
" his Lor J", and was conduced to his pre- 

*^ fence. 



^^ iepce, wiafipe there is fulnefs of joy^ with- 
^^ out any cloud <xr kterruption tor ever/* 
§.73. I weU know, that in dreams there 
are diverfe vatiities, and readily acknow- 
ledge, that nothing certain conld be infer- 
red from this : Yet it feems at ka& to Ihew, 
which way rf^ imagination wa« working, 
even in fleep^ and 1 cannot think it unwor- 
thy of a wife and good man, fometimes to 
reflect with complacency on any images, 
which palling through his miind even ia 
tlaat Aate, may tend either . to cxprefs, or 
to quicken, his love to the great Saviour. 
Thofe eminently pfous divines of rhe Church 
of England, BifhbpBull, andBifliopKenn, 
do both intimate it a^ their opinion, that it 
may be apart of the fervice b£ miniitering 
angels to fuggeft devout dreams^ : And I 
know, that the worthy perfon of whom I 
Ipeak, was well acg^uainted with that mid* 
. , ' 3 riight 

♦ Bifliop Bull has thefe rematkable word^ : " AJ- 
^* though I am no doater on dreams, yet I- verily be^ 
** lieve, that fome dreams .arje inonitory, above thi{ 
" power of fancy, and -iirxpreflkd upon .us by foiwe 
" fuperior influence. Por of fncTi dreams we Jiave 
** ^lain and undeniable inftances in liHlory, both 
** facred andpn>fene,:aiid.in ouriowju^age and ob- 
** fervation. Nor fliall I fo^uc tb^e Jaughter of 
*^ Sceptics, and the feoffs ^f die Epicureans^ as to bi^ 
** alhamed to profefe, that I ^nyfelf h^ve had fome 
" convincing experiments of JiiQbim|Mj«ffions.'' Bp. 
Buir<sf^nx..aad^Uc. ^(d^^II* p«4&pr499- 
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night hymn of the latter of thofe excellent 
writers^ which has thefe lini?s : 

^^ Lord, left the tempter me furprize, 
"Watch over thine own faerifice! 
^^ All loofe, all idle thoughts caft' out, 
*^ And make my very dreams devout!*' 

Nor would it be difficult to produce other 
paffages much to the fame'purpofe*, if it 
would not be deemed too great a digreffion 
from our fubjefl:, and too laboured a vin- 
dication of a little incident, of very fmall 
importance, when compared with.moftof 
thofe which make up this narrative. 

§. 74. I meet not with any other remarka- 
ble event relating to Major Gardiner, which 
can properly be introduced here, till the 

year 

* If I miftake not, the fame Bilhop Kenn is the 
author of a midnight hymn, concluding with tl\efe 
words : 

** May my ^ethereal Guardian kindly fpread 
^^ His wings, and from the tempter fcreen myhead j 
*^ Grant of celeftial light fome piercing beams, 
<* To blefs my fleep, and fanftify my dreams !" 

As he certaitily was pf thofe exa£lly parallel lines : 

*' Oh may my Guardian, while I fleep, 

'^ Clofe to nAy bed his vigils keep 5 

•* His love angelical inllil, 

*^ Stop all the avenues of ill ! 

*^ May he celeftial joys reh^earfe, 

" And thought to thought with mc converfe I** - 
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year 1726 s when, on the iith day of July, 
he was married to the Right Honourable 
the Lady Frances Erskine, daughter to the 
lace Earl of Buchan, by whom he had thir- 
teen children, five only of which furvived 
their father, two fons, and three daughters : 
Whom I cannot mention without the moft 
fervent prayers to God for them, that they 
may always behave worthy the honour of 
being deurended from fuch parents s and 
that the God of their father, and of their 
mother, may make them perpetually the 
cafe or his providence, and yet more emi- 
nently happy in the cbnftant' and abundant 
influences of his grace! 

§. 75. As her Ladyfhip is ftill living, (and 
for the fake of her dear offspring, and nu- 
merous friends, may Ihe long be fpared^ I 
fhall not here indulge myfelt in faying any 
thirig of hers except it be, that the Colonel 
afTuf ed me, when he had been happy in this 
infinite relation to her more than fourteen 
years, that the greateft imperfeflion he 
Knew in her charafVer was, ^^ that fh^ va- 
^ lued and loved him, much more than he 
*^ d6ferved.'* And little did be thiok, in 
the fimplicity of heart with which he 
fpok-e this, how high an encomium he was 
making upon her, and how lafting an ho- 
nour iuth a teftimony mufl leave upon her 
name, as long as the memory oi: it Jhall 
contitrue'. 
•• ^^ $.76. 
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§. 76. As I do Aos iaccnd initbefe menKurs 
a laboured^iTay on the character of Colonel 
Gardiaet) digelted under xhe vaFious vir- 
tues and graces fv^hich Chiiftianrty requires, 
(which would, I chink, be a Iktle too for- 
mal for a worjc of this kin49 ^od would 
give It fuch an air of f)aoegyric, as would 
neicber fuit my deiign^ nor be at all likely 
to render it more ufefuU) lihall now roea* 
tion wiiat I have either obferved in hiin, or 
heard concerning him, with regard to thofe 
dpmellic relations, which comnaenced .about 
this lime, or quickly aftei*. And here my 
reader wild eaiUy conclude, that.th^ r<felu* 
tion of Joihua was t&oni the firft adq[fted 
and declared, As fcrme^ and my tboufey we 
willferve the Lorii. It will naturaHy be fup- 
pofed, chacRsfbonas he had a houfe, ne 
ere£led an altar in it, that the wprdof God 
was read irbere, and prayers andjpraifes were 
conftantly offered. Thefe w^re not Ici he 
omitted, on account of anygueft^ for. he 
efieemed it a part of due refpe£): to thofe 
that remained under his roof, to take it for 

f ranted, they would look .upon it as a very 
ad compliment, to .imagine they would 
£ave been obliged, by neglefting the duties 
:of reiieioa on their account. As his family 
increaled, he had a nunifter ilatedly reii- 
dent in his houfe, who both difcharged the 
piHGe.pf a tutor to his children, and of a 
chaplains and who was always treated 

^ t h with 

* * • I' 
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with a becoming kindnefs and refpeft. But 
in his abfence, tHe Colonel himfelf led the 
devotions of the family s and they were 
happy, who had an opportunity of know- 
ing, with how much lolemnity, fervour, 
and propriety, he did it. 

$• 77. He was conAant in attendance upon 
public worlbip, in which an exemplary care 
was taken, that the children and fervants 
might accompany the heads of the family. 
And how he would have refented the non- 
attendance of any member of it, may ealily 
be conjeftured, from a free, but lively paf- 
fage, m a letter to one of his intimate 
friends, on an occafion which it is not ma- 
terial to mention: ^* Oh, Sir, had a child 
^' of yours under my roof, but once ne- 
^^ glcSked the public worfhip of Gon, when 
*' he was able to attend it, I Ihould have 
'^ been ready to conclude he had been dit 
*' traced, and ihould have thought of iha- 
^^ ving his head, and confining him in a 
^^ dark room.'* 

§. 78. He always treated his Lady with 
a manly tendernefs, giving her the moft na- 
tural evidences of a cordial habitual efteem^ 
and expreiling a moft afie&ionate fympathy 
with her, under the infirmities of a very 
delicate conftitution, much broken, at lean 
towards the latter years of their marriage^ 
in confeqiience of fo frequent pregnancy. 
He htd at all times a moft faithful care of 

all 




94 Remarkable iPaJfages in the 

all her interefts, and e^ecially thofe ref- 
lating to the ftate of refligion in her mind. 
His conveifatjion and his letters concorred 
Xo cheriih thofe fublime ideas which Chrif- 
rianity fuggedftsi to promote our fubmiffion 
to the will of God, to teach us to center 
our heppdnefe in the great Author of Dur 
t)eing9 and to live by taith in the invifible 
world. Thefe, no doubt, were frequently 
the ittbje6i3 of mutual difcourfe: And many 
letters, which her Ladyfhip has had tbc 
"go.odnefstacommijoicate to me, ar^ raoft 
cOTvindng evidences pi the degree in which 
this noble ^nd moil friendly care filled his 
mind, in the days of their fepaa-ati on ^ days, 
which fo entire a mutual a&£tion muft have 
i:endered exceeding painfd, had they not 
been fsipported by fucb exalted fentixBe^ts 
of piety, ^and fweetened by diaily commu- 
men with an ever prefenc and ever gracious 

God. 

§. 79. The ncceflity of being fo many 
months together diftant from ois family, 
hinder^ him from many oi thofe coode- 
ic^nding labours in cul^vitting the. minds 
of liis children in eaciy life, which (to a foul 
fo benevolent, ib wil£, and lb zealous, 
would UBdoubtredly hav^e .aflbcded a viery 
cxquifice pJcafure. The rare of his woxthf 
confort, iwho well knew itbat it is one of 
the farightell pants of a mothex^s ciiaca^r, 
and Qoe x)f the inooft important views ^ in 

which 
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which the fex can^bc conlidered, made him 
the eaiier under fuch a circumftance: Buc 
when he was with theiri, he failed not to 
ioflru£k and aditioniik them^ and the con- 
Hant deep fenfp with which he fpoke of di« 
vine thingsy and: the ileal. unafFe£led indif- 
ference which he always ihewed for what 
this vain world is moft ready to admire^ 
were excellent leflbns of daily wifdom^ 
which I hope they will recollea; with ad- 
vantage in every future fcene of life. And 
I have feen fuch bints in his letters relating 
to them, as plainly fhew with how great 
a weight they lay on his mind, and how 
highly he deiired above all things^ that they 
might be the faithful difciples of Christ; 
and acquainted betimes with the unequalled 
pleafures and bleflings of religion. He 
thought an excefs of delicacy, and of ib- 
dulgehce, one of the moft dangerous faults 
in education, by which he every where faw 
great numbers of young people undone: Yet 
he was folicitous to guard againft afeverity, 
which might terrify or difcourage ^ and tho' 
he> endeavoured to take all prudent precau- 
tions to prevent thecommiffion of faults, yet, 
when they had been committed, aiKl there 
feemed to be a fenfe of them, he was always 
ready to make the moft candid allowances for 
the tnoughtleiTnefs of unripened years, and 
tenderly to cherilh every purpofe of a more 
proper conduct for the time to come. 
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§. 80. It was eafy to perceive, thaC the 
openings of genius in the young branches 
of hia family gave him great delight, and 
that he had a fecret anibition to fee them- 
'excel in what they undertook. Yet he was 
greatly cautious over his heart, left it fliould 
be too fondly attached to them ^ and asf he 
was one of the moft eminent proficients I 
ever knew, in the blefled fcience of refig- 
nation to the divine will, fo there was no 
^iFefl of that refignation which appeared to 
me more admirable, than what related to 
the life of his children. An experience^ 
which no length of time will ever efface 
out of my memory, has fo fenfibly taught 
me, how difficult it is fully to fupport the 
Chriftian charafter here, that I hope my rea- 
der will pardon me, (I am fure at leaft the 
heart of wounded parents will,^ if I dwell 
a little longer upon fo intereftine a fubjeft. 

§. 81. When he was in HereJfordlhire, in 
the month of July, in the year 1734, it 
pleafed God to vifit his little family with 
the fmall-pox. Five days before the date 
of the letter I am juft going to mention, he 
had received the agreeable news, that there 
was a profpe6l ot the recovery ot his fon, 
then under that awful vifitation ^ and be 
had been expreffing his thankfulneJs for it^ 
in ft letter which he had fent away but a few 
hours before he was informed ot his death, 
the furprize of which, in this concefikion, 

muft 
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muft naturdly be very great. But behold 
(fays the reverend and v&^orthy perfon from 
whom I received the copy,) his truly filial 
fubmiffion to the will of h\i heavenly Fa- 
ther, in the following lines addrelled to the 
dear partner of his affliftion : " Your refig- 
^* nation to the will of God under this dif- 
•* penlation gives me more j^y, than the 
^ death of the child has given me for row. 
*^ He to be fure is happy 9 and we fhall go 
" to Jbim^ though he Jhall not return to us. 
^ Oh that we had our latter end always in 
•^view! — ^We fhall foon follow ^ and oh 
" what reafon have we to long for that 
*• glorious day, when we fhall get quit of 
** this body of Jin and deaths under which we 
*• now groan, and which renders this life 
^* fo wretched ! I delire to blefs God thac 
<c , , [another of his children] is in fo 
^* good a way: But I have refigmid her. 
^^ we mofl not cliufe for ourfelves y and it 
*^ is well we muft not, for we fhould ottea , 
•^ make a very bad choice. And therefore 
^^ it is our wifdom, as well as our diity, to 
^^ leave ajl with a gracious God j who hath 
" promifed, that all things pall work together 
^ffbr good to thofe that love Him: And He is 
^^ faithful that hath promifed^ who will in- 
*^ fallibly perfonn it, if our unbelief does 
^* not ftand in the way." 

§. 82. The greateft trial of this kind that 
h^ evec bore> was in the reuioval of his fe- 



98 RemarkahJe Pajfages in the 

cond fon, who was one of the moil, amiable 
and promiling children that has been known. 
T,he deiar little creature was the darling of 
all that knew him 5 and promifed very tair, 
fo far as a child could be known by its doings^ 
to have been a great ornament to the family, 
and bleffing to the public. The fuddennef^ 
of the ftroke muft,. no doubtj render it thQ 
more painful^ for this beloved child wa^ 
fnatched away by an illnefs, which feizecl 
hirn but about fifteen hours before it car- 
ried him off. He died in the month of Oc-i 
tober, 1733, at near fix years old. Thjeix 
friends were ready to fear, that his afFeftio- 
nate parents would be almoft overwhelmed 
with fuch a lofs: But the happy father ha4 
fo firm a perfuafion, that God had received 
the dear little one to the felicities of the 
celeftial world , and at the fame time had 
fo ftrong a fenfe of the divine goodnefs, in 
takifig one of his children^ and that too oi>$ 
who lay {o near his heart, fo'^early to himfelf^ 
that, the forrows of nature were quite 
fwallowed up in the fublime joy which theie 
confiderations adminiftered. When he re- 
flefted, what human life is; how nr^any its 
fcares and temptations are; and how^ £re» 
quently children, who once promifed well, 
are inlenfibly corrupted, and at length 
undone; with Solomon, he blejfed the dead 
4ilready dead^ more than the living who wen 
yet alive^ and felt an unfpeakable pleafure jn 

looking 
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looking after the lovely infant, a^ fafely 
and delightfully lodged in the houfe of its 
heavenly Father. Yea, he aflured me, thac 
his heart was at this time fo entirely taken 
Up with thefe views, that he was afraid, they 
who did not thoroughly know him, might 
fufpe6t that he was deficient in the natural 
affeflions of a parent j while thus borne 
above the anguifn of them, by the views 
whith/faith adniiniftered to him, and which 
divitie grace fupported in his foul. 

' §.83. So much did he, on one of the moft 
trying occafions of life, manifeft of the tem- 
per of a glorified faint 3 and to fucb happy 
purpofes did he retain thofe leffbns of liib- 
mirfion toXJoD,- and acquiefcence in him, 
which I remember he once inculcated in ;» 
lietter he wrote to a lady of quality, under 
the apprehenfion of a bfeach m her family, 
with which providence feemed to threatea 
heV, which I am willing to infert here, though 
a little out of what might feem its moft pro- 
per place, rather than entirely to omit it. Ic 
is dated from London, June 16, 1722, when 
fpeaking of the dangerous illnefs of a dear 
relative, he has thefe words : ^^ When my 
^* mind runs hither," that is, to God, as its 
refuge and ftrong defence, as the connec- 
tion plainly determines it,) " I think I can 
^^ bear any thing, the lofs of all, the lofs of 
*^ health, of relations on whom I depend, 
'* and whom I love, all that is dear to me, 

K 2 '^ without 
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without repining or murmuriftg. When 
^^ I think, that God orders, difpofes, and 
*^ manages all things, according to the counfel 
'* of his own will-^ when I think of the ex- 
^^ tent of his providence, that it reaches to 
*' the minuteft things ; then, though a ufe- 
*^ fal friend or dear relative be fnatched 
*^ away by death, I recall myfelt, and check 
^^ my thoughts with theie conliderations. 
^^ Is He not iCJoD, from everlafting^ and to 
^^ everlajiing? And has He not promifcd to 
<^ be a God to me ? A God in all his attri- 
<^ bates, a God in all his perfons, a God in 
*^ all his creatures and providences? And 
^^ fliall I dare to fay, JVhatJhallldo? Wm 
<^ not He the infinite caufe of all I met witb 
** in the creatures? And were not they the 
<^ finite effefts of his infinite love and kindp- 
^* nefs? I have daily experienced, that the 
^^ tnitrument was, and is, what Gojd makea 
^* it to bes and I know, that this God bath 
^ the hearts of ail men in his hands, and $h^^ 
^^ larth is the Lord^s^ and thefulnefs thereof. 
** If this earth be good for me, I ftiall hare 
^^ it, for my Father hath it all in poffeflion^ 
** If favour in the eyes of men be good for- 
*^ me, I Ihall have it ^ for the fpring of every 
*• motion in the heart of man is in God s 

" hand. My dear feems now to be dy- 

*^ ingi but God is all-wife, and every thinj 
^^ is done by him for the bell. Shall I hol( 
** b^ck any thing that is his own, when he 

'^ requires 
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"requires it? Ko, God forbid ! When I 
^ confider the excellency of his glorious at- 
^^ tributes, I am fatisfied with all his deal- 
^^ ings/* I perceive by the introduftion^ 
and by what follows, tnat m'oftj if not all 
df this, is a quotation from fomething writ- 
ten by a lady s but whether from fome nia- 
nufcript, or a printed book, whether ex- 
aflly tranfcribed, or quoted from memory,- 
I cannot determine : And therefore I thought 
proper to infert ir, as the Major (for that 
was .the office he bore then,) by thu» inter- 
weaving it with his letter makes it his owti ; 
and as it feems to exprefs in avery lively 
manner the principles which bore him'Wi 
to a conduft fd truly great and heroic, in 
circumftances that have overwhelmed many 
an hearty that: could have faced danger and 
death Wjit&tthe greaceO: intrepidity. 

•§. 84. 1 return now to confider his charac- 
ter ia thedomeftic relation of ^ mafter, on 
which I Ihall not enlarge. It is however 
proper to remark, that as his habitual me&k- 
neis and command of his paiBons, prevented 
indecent falHes of ungovernable anger to- 
wards thofe in the lowell ftate of lubjefticn 
to him, (by which fome in high fife do 
ftroQgely debafe themlelves, and lofe much 
of their authority,) fo the natural greatnefs 
of his mind made him folic itous to render 
their inferior flations as eafy as he could ; 
W^ & much the rather, becaufe he confix 

]^ 3 dej^ed 
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dered all the children of Adam as landing 
upon a level before their great Cr^ator^ and 
bad alfo a deeper fenle of the dignity and 
worth of every immortal foul, how meanly 
foev^r it might chance to be lodged, than 
moft perfons I have known. This engaged 
him to give his fervants frequent religiooa 
exhortatibns and iniliu£^ions, as I have been 
affured by fe veral who were fo happy as to 
Ifvc with him under that charafter. One 
of the firfl letters after he entered on bis 
Chriftian courfe, expreifes the fame difpo- 
fition ^ in which with great tendernefs he 
recommends a fervant, who was in a bad 
Slate of health, to his mother's care, as he 
was well acquainted with her condefcend* 
ing temper^ mentioning at the lame time 
the endeavours he had ufed, to promote 
his preparations for a.1)etter world,' utsder 
an apprehended that he would not continue 
long m this. And we ihall have an' add- 
ing ioftance of the prevalency of the fame 
difpoiition, in the clofing fcene of his life, 
and indeed in the lafi words he ev^er ^oke, 
which exprefied his generous Solicitude for 
the fafety of a faithtul fervanr, who . was 
then near him. • 

$. 85. As it was a few years after his mar« 
riage that he was promoted w th^ rank of 
Lieutenant-Colonel, in which he continued 
till he had a regiment of his own^ I ihall 
^r the future fpeak of him by. that title j 

and 
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aod may doc perhaps find any more proper 
place, in which to mention, what it 13 pro- 
per for me to fay of his behaviour and con- 
du£i as an officer. I fhall not here enlarge 
on his bravery in the field, chough that was 
very remarkable, as I Imve heard from 
others : I £iy, from others, for I never heard 
any thin^ of that kind from hhnfelf, nor 
knew, till after his death, that he was pre* 
fent at almoft every battle that was fought 
in Flanders, while the illoftrious Duke of 
Marlborough comm^uided the allied army 
there. I har^ alfo been afTured from feve- 
ral very credible peribns, fo9ie of whom 
wer^ eye-witnefles, that at the akirmiih with 
the rebels at Preftoo in Lrancaihire, (thirty 
years before that engagement at dhe other 
Prefton, which depriv^ us of this gallant 
gpiiardian of his country,) he fignalized 
bimfelf very particularly: For he headed 
a little body of men, I think about twelve, 
aad fee fixe to the barricado of the rebels, 
in the face of their whole army, while they 
were pouring in their ihot, by which eight 
of the twelve that atxnded him fell. This 
was the laft a£^ion of the kind in which he 
was engaged, before the long peace which 
enfued: And who can exprefs, how happy 
it was for him, and indeed for his country, 
of. which he 11:2s. ever fo. generous, and in 
hiB latter years io important a friend, thac 
he did not iail then 3 when the profaneneik 

which 
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which mingled itfelf with this martial rage, 
feemed to rend the heavens, and ihocked 
fome other military gentlemen, who were 
not themfelves remarkable for'their caution • 
in this refpefit. ^ 

.. §. 86. But I iniiit not on things of this na- 
ture, which the true greatnefs of his foul- 
would hardly ever permit him to mention, 
unlefs when it tended to illuftrate the di- 
vine care x)ver him in thefe extremities of 
danger, and the grace of God in calling him 
from fo abandoned a ftate. It is well known^^ 
that the charafler of an officer is not only 
to be approved in the day of combat. Co- 
lonel Gardiner was truly lenfible, that every 
day brought its duties along with it; and 
he was conftantly careful, that no pretence 
of amufement, friendfliip, or even devotion 
itfelf, might prevent their being difcharged- 
in their feafon. 

§. 87. I doubt not, but the noble perfons 
in whofe regiment he was Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel^ will always be ready to bear an ho- 
npurable and grateful teftimony to his ex- 
-' emplary diligence and fidelity, in all that 
related to the care of the troops over which 
he was fet, whether with regard to the men 
or the horfes. He kneiy, that it is incum- 
bent on thofe who have the honour of pre- 
fiding over others, whether in civil, eccle- 
fiaftic^l, or military offices, not to content 
themfelves with doing only fo much as may 

^ preferve 
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preferve them from the reproach of grofs 
and viiible negle£V^ but ferioufly to confl- 
der, how mucn they can poffibly do, with- 
out going out of their proper fphere, to 
ferve the public, by the due inipe&ioa of 
thofe committed to their care. The duties 
of the clofet and of the fan£luary, were io 
adjuHed, as not to interfere with thofe of 
the parade, or an^ ether place where the 
welfare of the regiment called him. On the 
other hand, he was folicitous, Qot to fuffer 
thefe things to interfere with religion ; a 
due attenc^nce to which he apprehended to 
be the fureft method of attaining all defire- 
able fucceCs in every other intereft and con- 
cern in life. He therefore abhorred every 
thing that fhould look like a contrivance to 
keep his foldiers emplcnxd about their horfes 
and their arms at the feafons of public wor- 
ihipi C^i^ indecency, which I wilh there were 
no rooom to mention ^^^ iiooi that, he 
ufed to have than drawn up juft before ifc 
began, and from the parade they went off 
to the Houie of God. He underitood the 
rights of confcience too well, to imj^fe his 
own particular profeffion in religion oa 
others, or to nfe thofe who differed from 
him in the choice of its modes, the leis 
kmdly or reipe&fully on that account. But 
as moil of his own conipany, and many of 
the reft, chofe (when in England,) to attend . 
him to the diiTenting chapel, he uTm to march 

* them 
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them thither in due time, fo as to be there 
before the tvorihip began. And I mull do 
them the jullice to fay^ that fo far as I could 
ever difcern, when I have fcen them in large 
numbers before me, they behaved with as 
miich reverence, gravity, and decorum, 
during the time of divine fervice, us any of 
their icUow-worlhippers. 

$.88. That his remarkable care to maititaia 
good ^ifcipiirie among them* C;of which we 
uiall afterwards fpeak,) might be the more 
effeftual, he made hinifelf on all prbper oc- 
calions accellible to them, and exprefled a 
great concern for their incerefts, which be- 
ing fo genuine and fincere, naturally difco- 
Vered itfelf in a variety of jtiftances. I rq'-' 
member, I had once occafion to viiit one of 
his dragoons, in his laft illnefs, at Harbo- 
Tough, and! found the man upon the bor- 
ders of eternity^ a circumftance, which, a$ 
he apprehended it himfelf, mull add fome 
j^eculiar weight and credibility to his dif- 
courfe. And he then told me, in his Colo- 
nel's abfenee, that he queftioned not, but 
he Ihould have everlafting reafon to blefe 
God on Colonel Gardiner*s account, for he 
had been a father to him in all his interefts 
both temporal and fpiritual. He added,' 
that he had vifited him almoft everyday 
during his illnel^, vyith religious advice and 
inftruclion, as well as taken care that he 
ihould want>|^othing that might conduce to 

the 
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The recovery of his health. And he did noc 
l^&ak of this, as the refult of any particular 
attachment to him, but as the manner in 
which he was accuftomed to treat thofe un- 
der his command. It is no wondcf, that 
this. engaged their affeftion to a very great 
degree. And I doubt not, that it he had 
fought the fatal battle of Preftpn-Pans at 
the nead of that gallant regiment, of which 
he had the care for fo many years, and 
which is allowed by moft unexceptionable 
judges to be one of the fineft in the Britifli 
fervice, and confequently in the world, he 
had been fupporced in a much different 
manner i and nad found a much greater 
number, who would have rejoiced in an 
opportunity of making their own breafts a 
barrier in the defence of his. 

§.89. It could not but greatly endear him 
to his foldiers, that- fo ikx as preferments 
lay in his power, or were under his influ- 
ence, they were diftributed according to 
merit ^ which he Icnew to be as much the 
diftate of prudence as of equity. I find by 
one of his letters before me, dated but a 
few months after his happy change, that he 
was folicited to improve his intereft with 
the Earl of Stair, in favour of one whom he 
judged a very worthy perfonj and that it 
had b^n fuggefted by another Who recom- 
mended him, that if he fucceeded he might 
expe^ fome handigme acknowledgmeuL 

But 
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But he anfwers with fome degree of indig» 
nation, ^ Do you imagine I am to be bribed 
*^ to do juJUce?^^ For fuch it feems he ef- 
teemed it, to confer the favour which was 
asked from him, on one fo deferving. No- 
thing can more efFefttrally tend to humble 
the enemies of a ftate, than that filch max- 
ims Ihould univerfally prevail in it : And 
if they do not prevail, the worthieft men 
in an army or fleet may be funk under re- 
peated dilcouragements, and the bafeft ex- 
alted, to the infamy of the public, and 
perhaps to its ruin. 

§. 90. In the midfl of all the gentlenefe 
which Colonel Gardiner exercifed towards 
his foldiers, he made it very apparent, that 
he knew how to reconcile the tendernefs of 
a real, faithful, and condefcending friend, 
with the authority of a commander. Per- 
haps hardly any thing conduced more ge- 
nerally to the maintaining of this authority^i 
than the ftrift decorum and good manners^ 
with which he treated even the private gen- 
tlemen of his regiment i which has always 
a great efficacy towards keeping inferiors 
at a proper aiftance, and forbids, in the"" 
leaft ofFenfive manner, familiarities, which 
degrade the fuperior, and enervac^ his in- 
fluence. The calmnefs and flfeadinefs of his 
behaviour on all occafions, did alfo greatly 
tend to the fame purpofe. He knew how 
mean a man looks in the tranfporta of paf- 

fioa, 
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fibn, and would not ufe (b much freedom 
wkh any of his men, as to tall into fuch 
iraiifports before thejn 5 well knowings that 
perfons m the lowed rank of life, are aware 
BOW unfit they are to govern others, who 
cannot govern themfelves. He was alfo 
feniible, how neceflary it is in all who pre- 
fide oyer others, and efpecially in military 
officers, to check irregularities, when they 
firft begm to appear : And that he might 
be-able to do it, he kept a Ihift infpe£tion 
over his foldiers ^ in which view it was ob- 
fefved, that as he generally chofe to relide 
among them as much as he could, (though in 
cifcumftanced which fometimes occafioned 
him to deny himfelf in feme interells which 
were very dear to him,) fo when they were 
around him, he feldom ftaid long in a place ; 
but was frequently walking the ftreets, aiui* 
looking intQ their quarters and ftables, as, 
well as reviewing and e^^erciling them him- 
felf. It has often been obfervcd, that the 
regimeot of which he was fo many years 
Lieutenant-Colonel, was one of the moll 
regular and orderly regiments in the public 
fefvice; fo that perhaps none of our dra- 
goons were more welcome than they, to the 
towns where their charafter was known. 
Yet no ftjch bodies of men are fo blameleft 
in their conduQ:, but fomething will be 
fofjuid, efpecially among fuch confiderablt 

' Ia numbers^ 
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numbers, worthy of cenfure, a;id fometimes 
of punifhment. This Colonel Gardiner knew 
how to inflift with a becoming refolud^on, 
and with all the feverity which he juaged 
neceflary : A feve^y the more awful and 
imp reding, as it was always attended with 
meeknefs 5 for he well knew, that when 
things are done in a paffion, it feems only 
an accidental circumftance that they are 
a6ls of juftice, and that fuch indecencies 

freatly obftruft the ends of punifliment, 
oth as it relates to reforming offenders, 
and to deterring others from an imitation 
of their faults. 

§.91. One inftance of his condufl:, which 
happened at Leicefter, and was related -by 
the perfon chiefly concerned, to a worthy 
friend from whom I had it, I cannot for- 
bear inferting. While part of the regiment 
was encamped in the neighbourhood of 
that place, the Colonel went ipcognito to 
the camp in the middle of the night ^ for he 
fometimes lodged at his quarters in the 
town. One of the centinels then on duty had 
abandoned his poll, and on being feized 
broke out into fome oaths, and profane 
execr,ations againft thofe that difcovered 
him, a crime of which the Colonel had the 
greateft abhorrence, and on which he neicer 
failed to animadvert., The man afterwards 
appeared much aihamed and concerned for 

what 



Z//<? (?f Colonel Gardiner. hi 

what he had done. But the Colonel ordered 
him to be brought early the next morning 
to his own quarters, where he had pre- 
pared a piquet, on which he appointed him 
a private fort of penance : And while he was 
put upon it, he difcourfed with him feri- 
oufly and tenderly upon the evils and ag- 
gravations- of his faulty admonilhed him 
of the divine difpleafure, which he had in- 
curred y and urged him to argue from the 
pain which he then felt, how infinitely 
more, dreadful it mult be, to fall into the 
hands of the Living GOD^ and indeed to 
meet the terrors of chat damnation, which 
he had been accuftomed impioufly to call 
for on himfelf and his companions. The 
rcfult of this proceeding was, that the of- 
fender accepted his punilbment, not only 
with fubmiffion, but with thankfulnefs. JHe 
went away with a more cordial affeftion for 
his Colonel than ever he had before ^ and 
fpoke of it fome years after to my friend, 
in fuch a manner, that there feemed reafon 
to hope, it had been inftrumental in pro- 
ducing, not only a change in his life, but in 
his h^art. 

$. 92. There cannot, I think, be a more 
proper pla^e for mentioning the great re- 
verence this excellent officer always expref^ 
fed for the name of the blefled God, and 
the zeal with which he endeavoured to fup- 
prefs, and if pollible to extirpate, that de- 

L z teftable 
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teftable fia of fwearing and curfiof, which 
is every where io common, and efpecially 
among our military men. He often de- 
clared his fentiments with refpe£k to thi* 
enormity, at the head of his regiment > and 
urged his captains, and their fubalterns, to 
take the greateft care^ that they did not 
give the lanftion of their example^ to that 
which by their office they were obliged to. 
punilh in others. And indeed this zeal on 
thefe occalions wrought in a very a£tive, 
and fometimes in a remarkably iuccefsful 
manner, not only among his equals, but 
fometimes among his fuperiors too. An in- 
ilance of this in Flanders, I fhail have an 
opportunity hereafter to produce; at pre- 
fent I ihall only mention hi» conduo: io 
Scotland a little oefore his death, as I have 
it from a very valuable young minifter of 
that country, on whofe teftinK>ny I can tho« 
roughly depend ; and I wiih it may excite 
many to imitation. 

$.93. The commanding officer of the 
King's forcea then about Edinburgh, with 
the other ColoneU, and feveral other gen** 
tlemen of rank in their refpeflive regiments, 
favoured him with their company at Bank- 
ton, aad took a diaaer with him. He too 
well forefaw wbait might happen^ amidil 
fuch a variety of tempers and chara^^^rs: 
And fearing, left his eonlcience might have 
been eoTnared by a iinfo^l iilence, or that 

on 
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on tlie other bacKl he mitfhc feem tti^afs the 
bounds of decency, tad infrkieis upon the 
laws of hofoitalky^ by animadveiting on 
gueild fo jufily intitled to his regard s h^ 
happily determined on the following me- 
thod of avoiding each of thefe diificukies* 
As foOn as they WQtt come together, he ad- 
drefled them with a great deal of relbcfty 
and yet at the ftme time with a very trank 
and determined air; and told them, that 
he had the honour in that dfftrifl to^ be » 
juftice of the peace, and confequently that 
he was fworn to put the laws in eiecution^ 
and among the reft thofe againft fwearing : 
That he could not execute them upon- others 
with any confidence^ or by any mrans ap- 
prove himfelf as a man of impartiality and 
integrity to his own hearty if he fbnered 
them to be broken in his prefcnce by per- 
fons of any ranlc whatlbever: Atid than 
therefore he idtreated all the ^ntteinen whor 
then honoured him with their cempanij^^ 
that they would pieafe to be upon their 
guard ; and that it ^ny oaich or cttrfefhould 
efcape them, he hoped they wbuid conlidei 
bis legal aninvadverlions upon it, as a regard 
to the duties of his ojEcid and the difitatH of 
his confcience, and not as bwittg feo afiy 
want of deference to th^m. The Command- 
ing officer imitiediately fupportfed him ifi 
thiis declaration, as intirely becoming the 
fiatlon in which he was, auuring faim^ that 

L3 li* 
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he would be ready to pay the penalty, tf he 
inadvertently tranfgrefiedi and when Colo- 
nel Gardiner on any occalioh ftepped out of 
the room, he himlelf undertook to be the 
guardian of the law in his,abfence; and as 
one of the inferior officers offended during 
this time, he informed the Colonel, ' fo 
that the fine was exafted, and given %o the 
«poor*, with the univerfal approbation of 
the company. The flory fpread iri the 
neighbourhood, and was perhaps applauded 
highly by many, who wanted the courage 
to go ana do likeisJife. But it may be faid of 
the worthy perfon of whom I write, with 
the utmoft propriety, that he feared the 
face of no man living where the honour of 
God was concerned. In all fuch cafes he 
might be juftly faid, in fcripture-phrafe, to 
f€t his face like a flint ^^ ana I afluredly be- 
lieve, that h^d he been in the prefence of 
a Sovereign Prince, who had beeft guilty of 
this fault, his looks at leafl would have tef-^ 
tified his grief and furprize, if he had ap- 
prehended it unfit to have borne his tefti* 
mony any other way. g" 

* It is dbfervablc, that the money, which was 
forfeited on this account by his own officers) whom 
he never fpared^ or by any others of his foldiers, 
who rather chofe to pay than to fubmit to corporal 
punifliment, was by the Coloxiers order laid by in 
a bank,, till fome of the private men fell fick; and 
then it was laid out in providing them with proper* 
help and accommodations in their diftrefs. 
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^, 94, Lord Cadbgan's regiment of dra- 
goons, during the years I have mentionedj 
while he was Lieutenant-Colonel of it, was 
quartered in a great variety of places, both 
in England and Scotland, from many of 
which I have letters before mes particularly 
from Hamilton, Air, Carlifle, Hereford, 
Maidenhead, Leiceller,Warwlck,Coventry, 
Stamford, Harborough, Northampton, and 
feveral other places, efpecially in our inland 
parts. The natural confequence was, that 
the Colonel, whofe character was on many 
accounts fo very remarkable, had a very 
extenfive acquaintance : And I believe I 
may certainly fay, that where-cver he was 
known by pcrfons of wifdom and worth, he 
was proportionably refpefted, and left behind 
him traces of unaffefted devotion, humility- 
benevolence, and zeal for the fupport and 
advancement of religion and virtue. 

§. 95. The equable tenor of his mind in 
thefe refpe£ts, is illuftrated by his letters 
from feveral of thefe places; and though it 
is but comparatively a fmall number of them 
which I have now in my hands, yet they will 
afford fome valuable extrafts; which 1 fliall 
therefore here lay before my reader, that he 
may the better judge as to his real chara^er, 
in particulars of which I have already dif- 
courfed) or which, may hereafter occur. 

^.96. In a letter to his lady, dated from 
Carlifle, Nov. 19, 1733, when he was on 

his 
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his journey to Herefordihife^ he breathes 
out ni^ grateful chearfulibul in theie words: 
*^ I bleis Go0, I was never better in my 
*^ liie-tiinej and I wiih I could be fo happy^ 
*^ as to hear the fame of youj or rather5([ia 
^^ other words^) to hear that you had ob- 
" tained an entire trtift in GOD. That would 
" infallibly keep you in perfeft peaces for 
" the GOD of truth hath promifed it. Oh, 
^' how ought we to be longing to he witb 
^^ Chrifty which is infinitely better than any 
^' thing we can propofe here ! To be there j 
^^ where all complaints ihall be for ever ba* 
^^ nifhed ; where no mountains ihall fepa^ 
^^ rate between God and our foute : Am I 
*^ hope it will be fome addition to our hap* 
^ pit)efs, that you and I ihall be feparated 
•*no morej but that ad we have joined 
^ in ikiging the praifes of our glorious Re-* 
^^ deemer here^ we i]iall ling them in a much 
^^ higher key through an endlefs eternity. 
** Oh eternity, eternity! What a wonderful 
•* thought is eternity !'* 

$. 97. From LeiceRer, Auguil 6, 1739, hi 
writes thus to his lady: *^ Yeilerday I was 
*^ at the Lord's table, where you and th» 
** children were not forgotten: But ba*r 
*^ wonderf ally was I affilled wheii I came 
^' home, to plead for you all with man|^ 
" teafsT* And then, ipc^kingof fome inti-^ 
, mace friends, who Wtre impadent (as I fop- 
pofe by the cooneSion,) tor his return t^ 

them. 
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them, be takes oecaiion to obferve cbe ne* 
ceflity *^ of endeavouring to compoie our 
•* minds, and to fay with the Pialmift, My 
^^ fiul^ wait thou oit/y upon GOD.'' After- 
wards, ipeaking of one of his children, of 
whom he heard that he made a commend^ 
able progrefs in learning, he expreiTes his 
l^tisfa^ion in it, and adds, ^^ But how much 
^^ greater joy would it give me, to hear that 
•^ he was greatly advanced in the fiJbool of 
^^ ChrifiJ Oh thiK our children may but be 
** wife to falvationy and may grow in grace^ 
^* as they do inJtatureP' 

6. 98. Thefe letters, which to fo familiar 
a friend, evidently lay open the heart, and 
ihew the ideas and affe^ons which were 
lodged deepeft there^ are fometimes taken 
up with an account of fermons he had at* 
tended^ ai^d the impreflion they had made 
upon his mind. I laaU mentioa one only, 
as a fpecimen of many more, which was 
dated from a place called Cohorn^ April Ijt- 
^^ We bad here a minifter from Wales, who 
^^ gave us two excellent difcourfes on the 
^ £«v (f thrift to us^ as ad argument to en« 
" gage our love to him. And indeed, next 
*^ to the greatnefs of his love to us, me- 
^^ thinks there is nothing fo aflonifhing as 
** the coldnefs of our love to him. Ob 
^^ that he would ped abroad his hoe upon oar 
". hcions by his Holy Spirit^ that ours might 
^^ bo kindled into a flame! May God enable 

w you 
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^^ you to truft in Him^ and then you will be 
** kept inperfeif peace/'' 

§. 99. We have met with many traces of 
that habitual gratitude to the blefled God, 
as his heavenly Father and conltant friend, 
which made his life probably pne of the 
happieft that ever was fpent on earth. I 
cannot omit one more, which appears to me 
the more worthy of notice, as being a Ihort 
turn in as hafty a letter as any I remember 
to have feen or his, which he wrote from 
Leicefter, in June 1739.. " I am now un- 
" der the deppeft fenfe of the many favours 
**^ the Almighty has bellowed upon me : 
** Surely you will help me to celebrate thie 
^* praifes of our, gracious God and kind be- 
" nefa£tor/* This exuberance of grateful 
affe&ion, which, while it was almoft every 
hour pouring itfelf forth before God in the 
moil genuine and emphatical language, felt 
itfelf Hill as it were ftraitned for want of a 
fuiEcient vent, and therefore called on others 
to help him with their concurrent praifes^ 
appears to me the mofl glorious and happy 
Hate in which a human foul can find itieff 
on this fide heaven. 

§.100. Such wi}s the temper which this 
excellent man appears to have carried along 
with him, through fuch a variety of places 
and circumflancesi and the whole ot his 
deportment was . fuitabl§ to thefe impref- 
iions. Strangers were agreeably ilruck with 

his 
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his'firll appearance, there was fo much of 
the Chriltian, the well-bred maji, and the 
univerfal friend in it; and as they came 
more intimately to know him, they difco- 
vered more and more the uniformity and 
confiftency of his whole temper and beha- 
viour : So that whether he made only a vi- 
fit for a few days to any place, or con- 
tinued there for many weeks or months, 
he was always beloved and efteemed, and 
fpoken of with that honourable teftimony 
trom perfons of the moft different denomi- 
nations and parties, which nothing but true 
ilerling worth, (if I may be allowed the 
expremon,) and that in an eminent degree, 
can fecure. 

§. loi. Of the Juftice of this teftimony, 
which I had fo often heard from a variety 
of perfons, I myfelf began to be a witneis 
about the time when the laft-mentioned let- 
ter was dated. In this view I believe I 
Ihall never forget that happy, day, June 13, 
1739, when I nrft met him at Leicefter. I 
remember, I happened that day to preach a 
left u re from Pfalm cxix. 158. / beheld the 
tranfgrejfors^ and was grie^edy hecaufe they 
kept not thy law. I was large in defcribing 
that mixture oi indignation and grief ^(firong^ 
ly exprefled by the original word there) 
with which the good man looks on the dar- 
ing tranferefibrs of the divine law; and in 
tracing the caufes of that grief, as ariiing 

from 
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from a regard to the divine honour, and tho 
incerell ot a Redeenoer, and a compafnonate 
concern for the mifery fuch offenders bring 
on themfelves, and for the mifchief they do 
to the world about them. I little thought, 
how exaftly I was drawing Coloii©! Gardi- 
ner's charafter under each of thole heads; 
and 1 have oiten reflefted upon it as a happy 
provid<^nce, which opened a much fpeedie^ 
way thaa i could hav« expected to the 
breafli of one of the moft amiable and ufe- 
ful friends, which I e^vor expert to find 
upon earth. We afterwardis fung a hynm, 
which brought over again fom« of the lead- 
ing thoughts in the ferinon, and ftruck h^m 
io ftrongly, that on obtaining a copy of it, 
he committed it to bis memory, and ufed to 
repeac it with io forcible an accent, as 
fliewed how much every line exprefTed of 
his very foul. In this view th« reader will 
pardon my loferting it 5 efpecially, as I 
know not wbeij I may get time to publilh 
a volume of thefe ferious, though a.rtlers 
compofures,, which I fent him. in manu- 
fcripc fome years ago, and to which i have 
/ince made very large additions. 

I. 
Arifc^ i»y t^md'yeft thought^, arifej> 
Tq toiiieBts fljeh i»y ftreamiog eye.is ! 
And thouj niy he^xt., with ^ngqilji fed 
Thofe eviU which tboit canft not be«J V 

II. See 
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II. 

Se6 human Yiature funk in fhame! 
See fcafidals pour*d on Jefu'a name! 
The Father wounded thro* the Son ! 
The World dbas'd, the foul undone! 

,i in. 

Sefe the fhort courfe of vain delight 
Cloikig in everkfting night ! 
In flames, that no abatement kooYT) 
ybe briny tears for ever flow. 

' ■'■-■; IV. 

My God, 1 feel the moruri^ful fcene; 

My. beywefe yearn o'er dying men : 

And fain iliypity would reclaim. 

And ftatch the nre-btands from the flame* 

B^K feebly my. comptiffioia: prtwes. 
And caiD twiweep^ where moft it loves. 
Thine own ^U-fayingariB employ. 
And turn thefe drops of |;riet to joy !. 

^. it)2.* The ColotteL, immediately after 
the coQcln^om of the iervice, met me in the 
v^ftj\y^ abd tmbilaCed me in the moft oblig- 
ing and <filb£ktonAte:iluinner^. ai6 if theVe had 
been a lobg fricad&ip' bet ween us ; dTured 
flnte^ that be had fcrr fomeytars been inti^ 
macely' adquaiiliced with'my wxitiiDgs; and 
d-eiiiea, tbac .we might coooen: H^e^^res 
for fpending fbme hours together, before I 

M left 
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left the town. I was fo happy, as to he 
able to fecure an oppottujaity of doing itj 
and I muft leave it upon record, that I can- 
not recolleft, I was ever equally edified by 
any converfation I remember to have en- 
joyed. We paffed that evening and the iiext 
morning together ^ and it is impoffible for 
me to defcribe the impreffion which the 
interview left upon my heart. I rode alone 
all the remainder of the day^ and it was 
my unfpeakable happinefs that I was alone^ 
fince I could be no longer with him ^ for I 
can hardly conceive, what other company 
would not then have been an incumbrance. 
The views which hie gave me even then, 
(for he began to repofe a moft obliging con- 
fidence in me, though he concealed fome of 
the moll extraordinary circumftances of the 
methods by which he hid been recovered 
to God and happinefs,*) with thofe cordial 
fentiments of evangelical piety and exten- 
sive goodnefs^ which he poured out into my 
bofom Avith lo endearing a freedom, fired 
my ven' foul 5 and I hope I may truly ^y^^ 
Cwhat I wilh and pray many of my readers 
may alfo adopt for themfelves,) that I gh^ 
rifiei GOD in him. Our epiftolary cor re- 
Ipondence immediately commenced upon my 
return ; and though, through the multipli- 
city of bulinefs on both fides, it fuffcred 
many interruptions, it was in fome degree 

the 



Idfe tf Colonel Gardiner. 123 

the blefling of all the following years of 
my life, till he fell by thofe unreafonqble 
and wicked mtfy who had it in their hearts 
with him to have deftroyed all our glory, 
defence, and happinefs. 

§. 103. The nrft letter I received from 
him waa fo remarkable, that fome perfons 
of eminent piety, to whom I communicated 
it, would not be content without copying 
it out, or making fome extrafts from it, 
1 perfuade myfelf^ that my devout reader 
will not be difpleafed, that I infert the 
greateft part of it here 9 efpecially, as ic 
lerves to illuftrate the affeftionate fenfe 
which he had of the divine goodnefs in his 
converfion, though more than twenty years 
had pafled fince. that memorable event hap- 
pened. Having mentioned my ever dear 
and honoured trieriS, Dr. Ifaac Watts, oa 
an occfliion which I hinted at above, (5. 70.) 
he adds, ^^ I have been in pain thefe leveral 
^^ years, left that excellent jperfon, thatfweet 
•* ^nger in our Ifrael^ {houla have been called 
^ to heaven before I had an opportunity of 
^^ letting him know how much his works 
^ have been blefled to me, and of courfe 
^ of returning him my hearty thanks : For 
^ though it is owing to the operation of the 
*^ BMed Spirit, that any thing works ef- 
*^ fectually upon our hearts, yet if we are 
" not thankful to the inftrument which 

Ma ^« God 
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«' Gop is pkdccj ^o ipake nfe of, a;i&^«? w^ 
*' rfe? y^ip, how ft^ll we be thankfiil to th? 
^^ Almighty, wif^aw? w;^ i&^'i;^ not feen? I 
*^ defire to blefs Gop for the good hews 
*' of his recovery, and intreat yoii to 
*' tell him, that although I cannot IcQcp 
" pace with him here, m celebrating thcr 
** high praifes of our glorious Redeemer,^ 
*^ which is the greateft grief pf my 
^^ heart ; yet I am perfuaded, that when I 
^' join the glorious company above, whera 
^' there will be qo drawbacks, node wlU 
" our-ling me there j becaufe I ihall ngt 
^' uuu any, that will be ipore indebted- 
^' to the wonderful riches of divine, grace 
^^ than I. 

^ Give me a place at i^y fainta feet, • 
*^ Or fome faU'n apg^Fs vacant feat>. 
^* rU ftrive to ling a^ loud as they^ 
<^ Who fit above la brighter day. 

*^ I know, it is natural for every one, wha 
^^ has f^lt the Almighty Power which. 
•• raifed our glorious Redeemer frorb ;he. 
^' grave, to believe his cafe fingular : But- 1 
** have made eyery one in this refpe£^ fuby 
^^ mit, as foon as he has heard my ftoryx 
^* And if you feemed' fo furptrized at the 
*' account which I gave ypu, what will ypu 
'^ be. when you tear it all ? 

^0\k 
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^^ Oh if I had an angel's voice, 
^ And could be heard from pole to pole 5 
" I would to all the lift'ning world 
*^ Proclaim thy goodnefs to my foul/' 

He then concludes, after fome expreffions 
6i endearment, (which, with whatever 
pleafure I review them, I muft not here in- 
lerti) " If you knew what a natural aver- 
*• lion I have to writing, you would be afto- 
^* niibed at the length of this letter, which 
^* is, I believe, the longed I ever wrote. 
*' But my heart wwrins when I write to you, 
*' which makes my pen move the eafier. I 
*^ hope it will pleafe omr gracious God long 
*^ to preferve you, a bleifed inftrument in 
*^ his hand of doing great good in the church 
••of Christ s and that you may always 
•• enjoy a thriving foul in a healthful body, 
•' fliall be the continual prayer of, £^r/* 

§. 104. As our intimacy grew, our mu- 
tual afteftion increafed ^ and " my dcareft 
•• friend,** was the form of addrefs with 
which moft of his epiftles of the lail years 
were begun and ended. Many of them are 
, filled up with his fentiments of thofe writ- 
ings which I publiihed during thefe years, 
Which he read with great attention, and of 
which he fpeaks in terms which it becomes 
me to fupprefs, atid to impute in aconli- 
derable degree to the kind prejudices of 
fo endeared a fri^ndihip. He gives me re« 

M 3 peated 
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peated afluranceSy ^^ chat bQ w^s ^ailyteifid- 
•^ ful of me in his prayer^ ," a circuroftance, 
which I canooc recoiled^ without the great- 
eft thankfulnefs ^ the lofs of which I Siould 
more deeply lament, did I not hope, that 
the happy effe£): of thefe prayers might ftill 
continue, and might run into all my ro- 
maining days. 

6. 105. It might be a ple^fure to me, to 
make feveral extraQ:s from many otherfik oi 
his letters : But it is a pleafur^ which I 
ought to fupprelSp and rather to refleft with 
unteigned hurpility, how unworthy I was 
of fuch regards from fach a perfon, aod of 
that divine goodnefs wlitth gave me f^ch a 
friend iq him. I ijiall therefore only adi 
two general remarks, which offer themfel vee 
from feveral of his letters. The one is, thae 
there is in fome of them, as our freedom 
increafed, an agreeable vein of humour and 
pleafantrys wmch Ihews how eafy religion 
fat upon him, apd how far ke was from 
placing any part of it in a gloomy m^an- 
choly^ or ilifF formaMty. The other is, that 
he frequently refers to domeftic cixcum* 
ftances, ^uch as the illnefs or recciYet)? of 
my childrcjis ^* wbicl^ I am fur prized horn 
a man of .hit ext^niave and importaot bufi» 
nefs Qould. {o diftinQily hea^ upon hiis mind. 
£jut his. oaemory was jgoody and his heasi 
was yet better ; and bis friendfli^ip was fuch, 
that nothing which &n£lbly aie&ed th« 

heart 
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heart Qf qn^ whorn ibe bopoi^red with ic, 
left his own but flightly touched. I have 
all imaglqat^e tt-^Um %q believe, tbac in 
To^t^y inftai^^f s hia prayers were not only of- 
fered tor i)s id general terms, but varied as 
Oi^F .particular iit^adoo required. Many 
qi^Qt^tiojis might verify this » but I decline 
trpi^ling the r^^der with an eDurperacion 
of 'Phages, in which ic was ooly t)m abun-? 
d^oca pt friendly fympathy, that gave this 
truly gr^at, a^ well as good man, fo cordial 
a c^iibQ^ni. 

§. jo6> After thiacofrefpondence, carried 
OQ tQf the fpace ot about three years, and 
fume interviews whitsh we had enjoyed at 
di i^reqc places, be., came to fpend fome 
time wiih us at Northampton, and brought * 
Avith him bis lady and hi^ two eldeft chil- 
dren. I bad here an opportunity of taking 
a much nearer view of his chaFa6ler, and 
Purveying i I in a much greater variety of 
lights than befoie s and my efteem for him 
ipcreafed> in proportion tothefe opportuni- 
ties. What I have wroce above, with re- 
fp^4^tQ his condu£l; ia relative life, was in 
a great meafure d/awn from what I now 
f^w : Aod I (ball mention here fome other 
paints in hi9 bebAvio,ur^ which particularly 
Itr^^^Jd my mind 9 a^ad likewife ihall touch 
09^ bis feqtimeats pn ionv^ topics of impor- 
rance^ which he freely communicated to 
me, ^d which I remarked on account of 

that 
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that wifdom and propriety which I apjpre- 
hendcd in them. 

6. 107. There was nothing more openly 
oblervable in Colonel Gardiner, than the 
exemplary gravity, compofure, and reve-^ 
rence, with which he attended public wor- 
ihip. Copious as he was in his lecret devo* 
tions before he engaged in it^ he always be- 
gan them fo early, as not to be retarded by 
them, when he ihould refort to the Houte 
of Go]>. He, and all his foldiers who chofe 
to worlhip with him, were generally there, 
(as I have already hinted,) before the fervice 
began ; that the entrance of fo many of 
them at once might not diilurb the congre- 
gation already engaged in devotion, and 
that there might be the better opportunity 
for bringing tne mind to a becoming atten- 
tion,, and preparing it for converfe with the 
Divine Being. While afts of worihip were 
going on, whether of prayer or iingmg, he 
always flood up; and whatever regard he 
might have forperfons whopafTed by him 
at that time, though it were to come into 
the fame pew, he never paid any compli- 
ment to them: And often has^he expreUed 
his wonder at the indecorum of breaking 
ofFour addrefs to God, to bow to a fellow- 
creature; which he thought a much greater 
indecency, than it would be, on a little 
occaiion and circumflance, to interrupt an 
addrefs to our Prince. During the time of 

preachiiig) 
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preaching^i^ his eye wa& commonly fixed 
upon the iiualfter^ thoygb fqmeniiies turned 
round upon the auditor Vj,^ where if he ob- 
ferved any to trifle, it njle4 hj^n^ withi juft 
Indignation. A^d Tba^ve IcnpwQ i^ftan^es, 
in whiQh, upon making the ];enurk, he has 
comiuunicated it to (boie friend of the per<* 
fona who were gyilty of it, that proper ap- 
plication might oe made to prevent it for th« 
time to come. 

$.108. A more, devout communicant as 
the table of the Lqrd has perhjaps feldom 
bjeen anywhere known. Olten havelhaci 
the pleafurc, to fee that manly countenance 
foftened to all the marks of humiliation and 
contrition^ on this occaiion ; and to difcer% 
in fpite or all his efforts to conceal them, 
iireama of tears flowing do w n from Itis ey e^ ^ 
while he has been directing them tQ thol^ 
memorials of his Redeemey*^s love. AfA 
fome, whp have converfed intimately witj^ 
him after he came from that ordmanQe^i 
hav^ obferved a vifible abitra6lion from fuf-i 
rQyndit\g obje£^s; by which there feem^d; 
Tti^ovL to imagine, that his foul was wrapped 
up in holy contemplation. And I particq*. 
larly remember, that when we bad Qti^ei 
fpent great part Qf the foUawiog Monday- 
in riding together, l;ie made an apology ta 
me for oeing fo abfent as he feemed^ hy 
telling me, '^ that his heart was flown 
•^ iipwwds bef Qre he . ^j^as aw^f «5 to Him 

. ^^ Vihm 
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*' whom not having feen he loved * ; and that 
^ he was rejoicing in him withfuch unfpeak'- 
*' ab/e jofj that he could not hold it down 
*^ to creature-converfe/* 

$• 109. In all the ofEc^s of friendfhip he 
v/as remarkably ready, and hadamoit fweet 
and engaging manner of performing them, 
which greatly heightened the obligations 
he conferred. He feemed' not to fet any 
high value upon any benefit he bellowed ; 
but did it without the leall parade, as a 
thing which in thofe circumftances came of 
courfe, where he had profefled love and 
refpeft ^ which he was not over-forward to 
do, though he treated Grangers, and thofe 
who were mod his inferiors, very courte* 
cufly, and always feemed, becaufe he in 
truth always was^ glad of any opportunity 
of doing them good. 

§. 110. He was particularly zealous in 
vindicating the reputation of his friends in 
their abfence : And though I cannot recol- 
left, that I had ever an opportunity of ob- 
ferving this immediately, as I don't know 
that I ever was prefent with him when any 
ill was fpoken of others at all ^ yet by what 
I have heard him fay, with relation to at- 
tempts to inj ure the charafters of worthy and 
uferul men, I have reafon to believe, that 

no 

* N. D. This alluded to the fubjeft of the fcr- 
mon the day before, which ff^% i Pet. i* 8. 
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no man living was more fenfible of the bale- 
nefs and infamv, as well as the cruelty, of 
fuch a conduct. He knew, and defpifed 
the low principles of refentment for unrea- 
fonable expe£lations difappbinted, of perfo- 
nal attachment to men 61 fome cro^ng in- 
terefts, of envy, and of party-zeal, trom 
whence fuch a conduft ofteii proceeds ^ and . 
was particularly offended, when he found 
it Cas he frequently did,) in perfons that fet 
up for the greateft patrons of liberty, vir- 
tue, and candour. He looked upon the 
tnurtherers of nputatian and ufrfulnefs^ as 
fome of the vileft peils of focietys and 
plainly Ihewed on every proper occaiion^ 
that he thought it the part of a generous^ 
benevolent, and courageous man, to exert 
himfelf in tracing and hunting down the 
flander, that t)ie authors ox abettors of it 
might be lefs capable of doing mifchief for 
the future. 

$.111. The mod plauflble obje6tion that 
I ever heard to Colonel Gardiner's chara£):ei: 
is, that he was too much attached to fome 
religious principles, eftabliflied indeed in 
the churcnes both of England and Scot- 
land, but which have of late years been 
much difpiited, and fron^ which^ it is at leaft 
generally fuppofed, not a few m both have 
thought proper to depart ; whatever expe- 
dients they may have found to quiet their 
confclences, in fuhfiribing. tbof^ fortnukries^ 

in 
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rn whtch they are plainly taught. His ze^l 
was efpecially apparent in oppolitioti to 
thofe doftrines, which feemed to derogate 
from the divine honours of the Son and 
Spirit of God, arrd-ffom ttre freedom bf di- 
vine grace, ot the realtty atid nectlftty of 
its operatio"ns rti the coriverfidn arid falva- 
tron ©f finners. 

^. 111, With relation to thefe 1 mxiSk ob- 

ferve, that it was his moft ftedfaft pelCoa* 

fion, that all thofe notions, which reptefeftt 

our bltffed Redeemet art(i thelioly Spirit 

AS mere creatures, or which fet klide the 

atoneinerit ^6f the former, ot thfe influences 

ctf the latter, tlo fap the very fc^iuxidatib'ft of 

dhriftianity , by rejefting the moft glorious 

doftrines "peculiar to it. He had atteatively 

obfetvedX>i*iat indeed is too obvious^) the 

trnha'{)py infltrente whrch. the denial ot thefe 

principled bften has on the thataQ:e'r of mi- 

nifters, and on their fuccefs^ and W« p^r- 

fuaded, that 'an 'attempt to fubftitute that 

mtniltttedform'tfChrlftianity whidi remains, 

whe'n' tbisfe e^Jferttials of it are. taken away, 

has proved cyne of the ^inoft 'fijccefsful me- 

thodis which the gre'at iBfiemy.of fouls has 

ever taken' in theffe latter days, to leiacj men 

*hy infenlihfe' degtetes into deilfn, voce, ^iA 

perdition. Ite alfo fagadowfly obJerved 

the artful manner in which pbno^cious te- i 

nets are often maintained or mfihiiated^ with j 

allthkt' inixture t^f 2e^l iifd id^refs with 

which 
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M^hich they are propagated in the world, 
even by thofe who had moft folemnly pro- 
feffed to believe, and engaged to teach the 
contrary: And as he really apprehended, 
that the glory of Gon, and the lalvation ot' 
fouls, was concerned, his piety and charity 
made him eager and flreniious in oppolin^ 
what he judged to be errors of fo perni- 
cious a nature. Yet I mull declare, that 
according to what I have known of him, 
(and I believe he opened his heart on thefe 
topics to me, with as much freedom as to 
any nian living,) be was not ready upon 
light fufpicions to charge tenets which he 
thought fo pernicious on any, efpecialiy 
where he faw the appearances of a good 
temper and life, which he always reverenced 
and loved in perfons of all fentiments and 
profeffions. He feverely condemned caufe- 
lefs jealoufies, and evil furmiiings of every 
kind ^ and extended that charity in this re« 
fpeft, both to clergy and laity, which good 
Bilhop Burnet was 10 ready, according to 
his own account, to limit the latter, '^ of 
^\ believing every man good till he knew 
^^ him to be baa, and his notions right till 
^' he knew them wrong/' He could not 
but be very fenlibld of the unhappy conie- 
quences, which may follow on attacking 
the charafters of men, efpecialiy of thofe 
who are minifters of the gofpel : And if 
^through a mixture of human frailty, from 

N which 
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which the bed of men in the beft of their 
meanings and intentions are not entirely 
free, he has ever^ in the warmth of his 
heart, dropped a word which might be in- . 
jurious to any on that account^ (which I 
Deiieve very leldom happened,) he would 
gladly retraSl it on better information ; 
which was perfeftly agreeable to that ho- 
neft and generojis franknefs of temper, in 
which I never knew any man who exceeded 
him. 

§. 113. On the whole, it was indeed his 
deliberate judgment, that the Arian, So- 
cinian, and Pelagian doftrinesi, were highly 
diflionourable to God, and dangerous to 
the fouls of men , and that it was the duty 
of private Chrillians, to be greatly on their 
guard againft thofe minifters by whom they 
are entertained, left their minds jhould be cor^ 
ru'pted from the Jip?pUcity that is in Chrifi. 
.Yet he iincerely abhorred the thought of 
peri'ecution for confcience fake j of the ab* 
Ibrdity and iniquity of which, in all its 
kinds and degrees, he had as deep and ra- 
tional a convidtion, as any man I could name. 
And indeed the generolity of his heroic 
heart could hardly bear to think, that thofe 
glorious truths, which he fo cordially loved, 
and which he afTuredly believed to be capa- 
ble of fuch fair fupport, both from rcalon 
and the word of God, fliould be difgraced 
by methods of defence and propagation, 

common 
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common to the moft impious and ridiculous 
fahlioods* Nor did he by any means ap- 
prove of paffionate and furious ways of 
vindicating the moft vital and important 
doftrines of theGofpel: For he knew, that 
to maintain the moft benevolent religion in 
the world, by fuch malevolent and infernal 
methods, yv^% defiroying the end to accompajb 
themeaffSy and that it was as impoffiWe, 
that true Chriftianity (hould be fupporced 
thu5, as it is that a man iliould long be 
nourilhed by eating his own flefti. To dif- 
play the genuine truits of Chrillianity in a 
good life, to be ready to plead with meek- 
oefa and fvyeetnefs for the do£irines it 
t^ches, and to labour by every office of 
humanity arid goodnefs to gain upon them 
that oppofe it, were the weapons with 
which this good foldier of Jefus Cnrift faith- 
fully fought the battles ot the Lord. Thefe 
weapons will always he viftorious in his 
cauie > aiKi they who have recourfe to 
Qtifii9r8 of a di&reot temperature, how 
ftrong foev^r tl^ey may feem, and how iharp 
£aever they may really be, will find they 
bfeak in their hand^s when they ^ert them 
iBQft ^rioufly, and are much more likely 
to wound tbemfelyes, than to. conquer the 
tiipamiea they oppofe. 

|. |I4« But while I am fpe^kixig of Co- 
lonel Gardiner's charity in this rfcfpeft, I 
mttft not omit that of another kind) which 

N 2 has' 
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has indeed JngrofTed the name of cbaritjf 
much more than it ought, excellent as it 
is ^ I mean altnfgivingy for which he was 
very remarkable. I have often wondered, 
how he was able to do fo many generous 
things this way: £ut his frugality fed the 
ipring. He made no pleafurable expence 
on himfelf, and was contented with a very 
decent appearance in his family, without 
affedling I'uch an air of grandeur, as could 
not have been fupported without facrifidng 
to it fatisfa£lions far nobler, and to a tem- 
per like his far more delightful. The lively 
and tender feelings of his heart, in favour 
of the diftrelTed and afHi£i:ed, made ic a 
felf'indulgence to him to relieve them^ 
and the deep convi£^ion he had of the vaia 
and tranfitory nature of the enjoyments of 
this world, together with the fubiime view 
he had of another, engaged him to dtfpenfe 
his bounties with a Very liberal hand^ and 
even to feek out proper objects of them : 
And above all, his (incere and ardent love 
to the Lord Je^us Christ, engaged him 
to feel, with a true fympathy, the concerns 
df his poor members. In confe^uence of 
this, he honoured feveral of his friends with 
commiffions for the relief of the poor; and 
particularly, with relation to fome under my 
paftoral care, he referred it to my difcre- 
tion to fupply them with what I Ihould 
judge expedient, and frequently prefled me 
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in hi3 letters to h fure not to kf them want. 
Aijd where perfoos ilandiog in need of his 
charity happened, as ihey o^ten did, to be 
perfons of remarkably religioys difpofitions, 
ii: was eafy to perceive, that he not only 
loved^ but honoured tkem^ and really el- 
teemed it an honour which providence con- 
ferred upon him, that he fhould be made, 
as It were, tbi' almoner of GOD for the re- 
lief of fuch- 

i^. 115. I cannot forbear relating a littlp 
ftory here, which, when the Colonel himfelf 
heard it, gave him fuch exquilite ple^fure, 
^t I hope it will be acceptable to feveral 
of my readers. There w^s in a yil|gge 
about three miles from Northampton, .a}i(j 
in a family whiph of all others Ttt4.x me was 
afterwards moA indebted to him, (t)}ough 
he ha4 tiev.er thf n feen any meifil^r f>i it^) 
an aged and poor, but eminently go9d •wo- 
man, who hw, wichi great diincuky, in tb/^ 
iexercife of much faith an^ paxience, dili- 
gence and humility, m^e i})ift to educate 
a iarg^ family of children, after the de^itli 
Qi ^er husband, withpiat being chargeable 
to the parilh j which, as ]f> was quite be- 
yond her hope, Ihe often ipoke ot wit)) 
great delight. At length when worn out 
^it^ age and infirmities, Aie lay upon her 
dying bed, ihe did in a- moft lively and afr 
jte&ing manner expnefs }ief. hope and joy in 
the views of approaching g^ry. Yet amidft 

■ "N j. ali 
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all the triumph of fuch a profbed:, there 
was one remainiDg care ana diftrefs which 
lay heavy on her mind^ which was^ that 
as her journey and her ftock of proviiicms 
were both ended together, ihe feared, that 
file mujS: either be buried at the pariih ex- 
pence, or leave her moft datifol and affec- 
tionate daughters the houfe ftripped of fbme 
of the few moveables which remained in it, 
to perform the laft office of duty to her, 
which ihe had reafon to believe they would 
do. While ihe was combating with this 
only remaining anxiety, I happened,^ though 
I knew not the extremity of her illnefs, to 
tome in, and to bring with me a guinea, 
which the eenerous Colonel had fent by a 
fpecial mei&ge, on heariog the chara8:er of 
me family, for its relief. A prefent like this 
(probably the moil coniiderable they had 
ever received in their lives,^ coming in this 
manner from an entire ftranger , at fuch a 
crifis of time, threw my dying friend, (for 
fuch, amidit all her poverty, I rejoiaed to 
call her,) into a perteft tranfport of joy. 
She efteemed it a lingular favour of provi- 
dence, fent to her in her laft moments as a 
token of good J and greeted it as a ipeciai 
mark of that loving^ndnefs of GOD which 
ihould attend her^for ever. She would 
therefore be raifed up in her bed, that fhe 
might blefs God for it upon her knees, and 
with her laft breath pray for her kind and 

generous 
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generoas benefafkor^ and for bim who had 
^een the inftrument of direfting his bounty 
nto this channel. After which flie foon 
expired, with fuch tranquility and fweet* 
leis, as could not but moft feniibly delight 
ill who beheld her, and occafioned many, 
who knew the circumftances, to gkrijy 
GOD on her behalf. 

$. ii6. The ColonePs laft refidence at 
t^Tortbampton was in June and July, 174a, 
when Lord Cadogan's regiment of dragoons 
was quarteded here : And I cannot but 6b» 
(eive, that where«ever that regiment came, 
it was remarkable, not only for the fine 
ajipearance it made, and for the exadnefs 
with which it performed its various exer- 
cifes, Cof whicn it had about this time the 
honour to receive the mofl illuftrious tefti- 
monialsO but alfo for the great fobriety 
and regularity of the foldiers. Many of the 
officers copied after the excellent pattern, 
whidi they had daily before their eyes ^ 
and a cooiiderable number of the private 
men ieemed to be perfons, not only of ftri6^ 
virtue, but of ferious piiety. And I doubt 
not, but they found their abundant account 
in k ; not only in the ferenity and happinefs 
of their own minds, which is beyond com- 
parifon the moft important coniideracion ^ 
out alfo, in fome degree, in the obliging 
and refpeftful treatment which they gene* 
rally met with in their quarters. And. t 

mention 
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mention this^ beca^fe I am ppifuaded, that 
if gentlemen of their profemon kncMr, and 
would reflect, how much more cgmfon^c 
they make their own quarters by a ipber^ 
orderly, and obliging cppda£l:^ they WQijld 
be regular out ot mere fejf-lovc j if jthey 
were not influenced, as I heartily ^^ip^ xY^tj 
may always be, by a nobler principle. 

5 , 1 1 7, Towards the Rafter end . of t^is 
year h^ embarked for Flanders, ajid'fpeot 
Ipmje con/iderable time with the regim^t 
at p|>^nt; whpre h,e mijich regretted the 
want of thpfe religious ordinances imd jop-^ 
porruni ties which had made his other abodes 
delightful ^ But as he had made (0 eminent 
a progrefs in that divine life, which they 
^re all inteqded to promote, he could not be 
uaa6liye iq the cau& of Gon. I hav£ qow 
before m^ a fetter dated from thence, Oc^ 
tober 10, 1742,, in which he write^ ^' As« 
^^ for me, I am indeed /> a dry. and hatrsn 
*^ landy where no water is. Rivers of waters 
'^ run do^n mine eyesy becaufe nothing 19 to 
^' be heard in our Sodom, but b^aipheming 
<^ the name of my God y and I am not ho* 
^^ noured as the inftrument of doing any 
*^ greaf fervice. *Tis true, I have reiormed 
^^ iix or feven fielcf officers of fweaxing, I 
'^ dine every day with them, and have en-. 
^ tercd them into a voluntary contraft, to 
" pay a fliilling to thfc poor for every oath i 
* ^ it is wooderful to obferve the efiefl: 

^it 
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^^ h has had already. One of them told me 
^^ this day at dinner, that it had really fuch 
^^ an influence upon him, that bebg at cards 
^ laft night when another ofEcer fell a 
^^ fw earing, he was not able to l>ear it, but 
^^ rofe up and left the company. So vou 
^' fee, reftraints at firft ariiing from a low 
^^ principle may improve into fomething 
^ Detter.'* 

$.118. During his abode here, he had 
a neat deal of bulinefs upon his hands ^ 
and had alfo, in fome marcnes, the care of 
more regiments than his own : And it has 
been very delightful to me to obferve, what 
a degree of converfe with heaven, and the 
God of it, he maintained, amidft thefe 
ibenes of hurry and fatigue ; of which the 
reader may find a reitfarkable foecimen in 
the following letter, dated from Lichwick, 
in the beginning of April, 174^9 which was 
one of the laft I received from him while 
abroad, and begins witb thefe words. ^ Yei^ 
^^ terday being the Lord's-day, at fix in the 
^^ mormng, I nad the pleafure of receiving 
^ yours at Nortonick s and it proved a fab* 
^ oath-day's bleffing to me. Some time 
" before it reached me,'* (from whence by 
the way it may be obferved, diat his for* 
mer cuftom ot riling fo early to his devo* 
tioos was ftill reuined^ ^^ I had been wtefi" 
^^ ling with GOD with many tears $ and 
^>vhen I had read it, I returned to my 

^^ knees 
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^^ kaees ag^ii), to give bearcy thanks co him 
*^ for all his gopqnefs to you and yours, 
^' aed alfo to myielf^ in that he hath been 
*^ pieafed to ftir up 10 many who are dear 
*' to him* to be mindful of me at the throne 
*^ of grace/' And then, after the mention 
of fome other particulars, he adds; ^^ Blef- 
*^ fed and adored for ever, he the holy napie 
*^ of my heavenly Father, who holds my 
" foul in life and my body JQ p?rfb£k health! 
*^ Were I to recouqt his mercy and geod« 
" nefs to me even in the midft of all thfefe 
*^ hurries, I ihould never have don^, — rl 
•^ hope yoyr M^fter will ftiU encourage you 
^^ in his wp(k, and mak^ you 4 bl^mng to 
** many. JVIy d^^reft friend^ I am much 
^ ipore youfs thtti I can ejmrefft, aod <haU 
" remain fo whiU I m\ J^ G^* •* 

$. 119. In this correfpondence I 'had a 
farther opportiinity of difcovering that 
IjumWe rejign^tim to th^ will ofGOJ}^ which 
0)^e fo aD)i9^§ a pa^c of his charaS:pr, and 
ef whi^H b^ior^ ) had fieien fp ifnfiny in- 
4an^e^, Ht f^s)^s» in the letter tr^m which 
I hi^vf juft b^en giving an extraflk, of the 
h^pQ he hM e^preffed in a former, of fee- 
ipg 43 ^gftin th^t winter y and h§ adds, 
^^ To be fm=e, it would have been a great 
^^ ^l^fi^^ %q fjife: But \ye poor mortals form 
*^ proJQ^§, ^nd the Almighty Ruler of the 
^^ Mniverfe difpofes of ^11 as hd pleafes. A 
^^ great many of i)s wer# getting ready for 

*^ our 
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^^ our return to England^ when we received 
^^ an order to march towards Frankfort, 
** to the great furprize of the whole army ^ 
'* neither can any of "u» comprehend what 
^Vwe are to do tnere, for there is no enemy 
*^ in that country, the French army being 
•^ marched into Bavaria, where I am fure 
" we cannot follow them. But it is the wlH 
*^ of the Lordy and his will be done! I de- 
^^ lire to blefs and praife my heavenly Fa- 
** ther that I am entirely religned to iti 
f * It' is no matter where I go, or what be- 
*^ comes of me, fo that GOD may be gloria 
**^Vrf, in my life, or my death. I ihbuld 
^* rejoice much to hear, that all my friends 
" were equally religned.'* 

§. 120. The me^ntion of this article re- 
minds me of another, relating to the viewft 
which he had of obtaining a regiment for 
•himfelf. He endeavoured to deferVe it by 
the moft faithful fervices 5 fome of them in- 
deed beyond what the ftrength of his con- 
ftitution would well bear : For the weather 
-in fome of thefe marches proved exceeding 
bad, and yet he would be always at the 
head of his people, that he might look to 
every thing that concerned them,, with the 
exa£^efl care. This obliged him to meglef^ 
the beginnings of a feverifti illnefs j the 
natural confequence of which was, that it 
grew very formidable, forced a long con- 
finement 
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finement upon him, and gave animal na-> 
ture a fhock which it never recovered, 

$.121. In the mean time, as he had the 
promife of a regiment before he quitted ' 
England, his friends were continually ex- 
peSing an occaiion of congratulating hint 
on having received the command ot one. 
But ftill they were difappointed y and on 
fome of them the difappointmenc feemed to 
fit heavy. As for the Colonel himfelf, he 
feemed quite eafy about it s and appeared 
much greater in that eafy iituation of mind, 
than &e highefl military honours and pre* 
ferments could have made him. With great 
pleafure do I at this moment recoiled the 
unafie£bed ferenity, and even indifference, 
with which he expreifes himfelf upon this 
occafion, in a letter to me, dated about the 
beginning of April, 1743. ^^ The difap- 
" pointment of a regiment is nothing to 
^ me ; for I am fatisfied that had it been 
*' for God's glory, I ihould have had it i 
** and I ihould have been forry to have had 
*' it on any other terms. My heavenly Fa- 
" ther has beftowed upon me infinitely more. 
^^ than if he had made me emperor of the 
^^ whole world.*' 

$. 122. I find feveral parallel expiefiions 
in other letter^ 3 and thole to his lady aboat 
the fame time were juft in the fame ftrain. 
In an extract from one which was written 

from 
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from Aix la Ghapelle, April 21, the fame 
yrear, I meet with chefe words : " People, 
'* here imagine I mull be fadly troubled, 
•^ that I have not got a regiment, for fix out 
'^ of feven vacant are now dilpofed of; but 
^ they are ftrangely miftaken, for it has 
^* given metio lort of trouble: My hea- 
" venly Father knows what is bell for me 9 
" and blefled and for ever adored be his 
" name, he has given me an entire refig- 
" nation to his will: Belides I don't know 
" that ever I met with any difappointmenii 
" fince I was a chrilliap, but it pleafed God 
" to difcover to me, that it was plainly for 
'^ my advantage, by bellowing fomething 
'^better upon me afterVvards: Many in- 
^^ fiances of which I am able to proauce; 
^ and therefore I Ihoald be the greateft of 
" monfters, if I did not triifl in him'' 

§. 123. I Ihould be guilty of a great omif- 
fion, if I were not to add, how remarka- 
bly the event correfponded v^ith his faith, 
on thits occafion. For whereas he had no 
intimation, or expeOration, of any thing 
more than a regiment of foot, his Maj elly 
yras pleafed, out of his great goodnefs, ta 
give him a regiment or dragoons, which 
was then quartered jufl in his own neigh- 
tiourhood. And it is properly remarked 
by the reverend and worthy perfon through 
whofe hands this letter was tranfmitted to 
me, that when the Colonel thus exprefled 

O himfelf^ 
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himfelf, he could have no profpeO: of what 
he attexwards fo foon obtained ^ as Gene- 
ral Bland's regiment to which he was ad- 
vanced, was only vacant on the 19th of 
Aprilj that is, two days before the date of 
this letter, when it was impoffiblehe fhould 
have any notice of that vacancy. And it 
alfo deferves obfervation, that fome few 
days after the Colonel was thus unexpefl:- 
ediy promoted to the command of thefe 
dragoons, Krigadier Cornwallis*s regiment 
of toot, then in Flanders, became vacant: 
Kow had this happened before his promotion 
toGeneral Bland's, Colonel Gardmer, in all 
probability would only have had that regi- 
ment of toot, and fo have coatinued in 
Flanders. When the affair was iflued, he 
informs Lady Frances of it, in a letter 
dated from a village near Frankfort, May 
3, in which he reters to his former of the 
2ift of April, obferving how remarkably ic 
was verified " in God's having given him,'* 
(for fo he exprefles it, agreeably to the 
views he continually maintained of the uni- 
verfal agency of divine providence, " what 
*' he had no expe£lation of, and what was 
*^ fo much better than that which he had 
*^ mifled, a regiment of dragoons quartered 
*' at his own door/* 

$. 124. It appeared to him that by this 
remarkable event providence called him 
home. Accordingly^^ though he had other 

prelermem^ 
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preferments offered him, in the army, he 
chofe to return, and I believe the more 
willingly, as he did notexpefifc there would 
have been any a£tion. Juft at this time it 
pleafed God to give him an awful inftance 
of the uncertainty ot human prqfpefts and 
enjoyments, by that violent tever, which 
feized him at Ghent in his way to England, 
and perhaps the more feverely, for the ef- 
forts he made to pulh on his journey, tho' 
he had for fome days been much indiipofed. 
It was, I think, one of the firft fits of levere 
Hlnefs he had ever met with, and he was 
ready to look upon it, as a fudden call into 
eternity: But it gave him no painful alarm 
in that wxqv/. He committed himfelf to the 
God of his life, and in a few weeks he was 
fo well recovered, as to be capable of pur- 
fuing his journey, though not without dif- 
ficulty: And I cannot but think, it might 
have conduced much to a more perfeft re- 
covery than he ever attained, to hiave allowed 
bimfelf a longer reppfe, in order to recruit 
his exhaufted Itrength ahdfpirits. But there 
was an- aftivity in his temper,'^ not eafy to 
be reftrained j and it was now ftimulated, 
not only by a defire of feeing his friends, 
but of being with his regiment j that he 
might omit nothing in his power, to regu- 
late their morals and their difcipline, and to 
form them for public fervice.^ Accordingly 
he pafled through London about the middle 

O s t)f , 
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of June, 1743, where he had the honour of 
waiting on their royal highnelTes the Prince 
and Princefs of Wale«, and of receiving from 
both the moft obliging tokens of favour and 
eftecm. He arrived at Northampton phMon- 
day the 20th of June, and fbent part of three 
days here. But the great pleafure which his 
return and preferment gave us, was much 
abated, by obferving his couatenance fo 
fadly altered, and the many marks of lan- 
guor, and remaining diforder, which evi- 
dently appeared ; fo that he really looked 
ten years older, than he had done ten months 
before. I had however a fatisfaftion, fuffi- 
cient to counterbalance much of the concern 
which this alteration gave me, in a renewed 
opportunity of obferving, indeed more fen- 
fibly than ever, in how remarkable a degree 
he was dead to the enjoyments and views of 
this mortal life. When I congratulated him 
on the favourable appearances of providence 
for hirti in the kte event, he briefly told nie 
the remarkable circ.umftances that attended 
itj with the moft genuine impreflions:of gra* 
titude to God for them , but add^, '^ that 
*^ as hi^ accouot was increafed with his in- 
*^ come, power, and influence, and his cares 
^^ were proportionably increafed too, it was 
*^ as to his own perfonal concern much* the 
'^ fame to him, whether he had remained in 
•^ his former ftation, or been elevated to 
^^ this s but that if God ihould by this means 

'^ honour 
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^^ honour him, as an inllrument of doing 
"more good than he could otherwife hdv^ 
" done, he fhould rejoice in it/* 
. S. 125. 1 perceived that the near views be 
had taken of eternity, ia the illnefs fttMU 
which he was then fo imperfeftly recovered, 
bad not in the leaft alarmed hims but that 
be would have been entirely willing, had 
fuch been the determination of God, to have 
been cut fhort in a foreign land, without any 
earthly friend near him, and in the midlt of 
a journey, undertaken with hopes and prof- 
pe£b fo pleafing to nature; which appeared 
to me tto inconliderable evidence of the 
Itrength of his faith* But we ihall wonder 
the lefs at this extraordinary refignation, ft 
we confider the joyful and allured profpefl: 
which he had or an happinefs infinitely fu« 
perior beyond the grave j, of which that 
worthy milnifter of the church of Scotland, 
who had an opportunity of converfing with 
him quickly after his return, aiid having the 
memorable ftory of his convierfion from his 
own mouth, (as Ihave hinted above,) writes 
thus in his letter to mey. dated January 14, 
1746-7. '^Whea he danne to review his 
" regiment at LinlithgcJw in fummer i'743, 
'^ after having given me die worwierful ftory 
^ as above, he comt^luded iw words to this 
^ purpofe :•— Let m^ die^ ^^Itenever it &all 
^^ pleafe Go% <5r wteere-^wr it ihall be^ \. 
^^ am fufe^. I fhaiU gid t^\ fh&: m^rUions of 

O 3, etemali 
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*' eternal glory, and enjoy my God and my 
*^ Redeemer in Heaven for ever/' 

§. 126. While he was with us at this time, 
he appeared deeply aiFe£):ed with the fad 
Aate of things as to religion and morals ^ 
and feemed to apprehend, that the rod of 
God was hanging over lb finful a nation. 
He obferved a great deal of difafFeftion, 
which the enemies of the government had, 
by a variety of artifices, been railing in 
Scotland for fome years; and the number 
of Jacobites there, together with the de- 
fencelefs ftate in which our ifland then wasi, 
with refpeft to the number of its forces at 
home, (of which he fpoke at once with 
great concern and aftoniihment) led him to 
€xpe£): an invafion from France, and an at- 
tempt in favour of the Pretender, much 
fooner than it happened. I have heard him 
fay, many years before it came fo near be- 
ing accomplifhed, ^* that a few tboufands 
*^ might have a fair chance for marching 
" from Edinburgh to London uncontrollec^ 
*^ and throw the whole kingdom into an 
^* aftoniihment.'^ And I have great reafon 
to believe, that this.was one main confidera-* 
tion, which engaged him to make fuch hafie 
to his regiment, then quartered in thofe 
parts ; as he imagined there was not a (pot 
of ground, where he might be more like to 
have a call to expofe his life in the fervice 
of his country i and perhaps, by appearing 

on 
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on a proper call early in its defence, be in- 
ftrumental in fuppjemng the beginnings of 
moll formidable mifchief. How rightly he 
judged in thefe things, the event did too 
evidently ftiew. 

$. 127. The evening before our laft fepa- 
ration, as I knew I could not entertain the 
invaluable friend who was then my gueft 
more agreeably, I preached a fermon in my 
own houfe, with fome peculiar reference to 
Ifis cafe and circumftances, from thpfe ever 
memorable words, than which I have never 
felt any more powerful and more comfort- 
able : Pfal. xci. 14, 15, 16. Becaufe he hath 
fit his love upon me^ therefore will I deliver 
him*y I will fet him on high ^ becaufe he hath 
known my name : He (hall call upon me^ and 
I will anfwer him: 1 will be with him in 
trouble^ I will deliver him^ and honour him : 
With long life Qot. length of days J willJ fa* 
tisfy him^ and pew him my falvation. This 
fcnpture could not but lead our meditations 
to furvey the charadler of the good man, 
as one who lb knows the name of the bleffed 
GOD^ (has fuch a deep apprehenfion of 
the glories and perfe6tions 01 his nature,) 
as determinately to fet his love upon him^ to 
make him the lupreme obje6k of his nwft 
ardent and conftant afie£^ion. And it fug- 
gefted the moil fublime and animating hopea 
to perfons of fuch a charafter^ that their 
prayers ihall be always acceptable unto 

GoDi 
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God; that though they may, and muft^ be 
called out to their fhare in the troubles and 
calamities of life, yet they may aflUre 
therafelves of the divine prefence in all; 
which ihall iiTue in their deliverance, in 
their exaltation, fometimes to diftinguifhed 
bonourand efteem among men^ and, it may 
be, in a long courfe ot oTeful and happy 
years on earth at leaft, which Ihall un-* 
doubtedly^nd in feeing, to their perpetual 
delight, the complete falvation ot GO0, ih 
a world where they Ihall enjoy length of 
days for ever and ever^ and employ them all 
in adoring the great Author of their falva-^ 
tion and telicity. It is evident, that thefe 
natural thoughts on fuch a fcripture were 
matters of univerfal concern. Yet had I 
known\^ that this was the laft time I fhould 
evel* addrefs Colonel Gardiner, as a minifter 
of the go^el, and had I forefeen the fcenes 
through which God was about to lead him, 
I hardly know what confiderations I could 
have fuggefted with more peculiar propri- 
ety. The attention, elevation and delight, 
With which he heard them, was very appa- 
rent ^ and the pleafure which the obferva- 
ti on of it gave me, continues to this mo* 
itient. And let me be permitted to digrefs 
fo far, as to add, that this is indeed the 
great fupport of a Chriftian minifter, un- 
der the many difcouragements and difap^ 
pointmenta which be meeta with, in his at- 
tempts 
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tempts to fix upon the profligate or the 
thoughtlefs part of mankind a deep fenfe 
of religious truths that there is another 
important part of his work^ in which he 
may hope to be more generally fuccesful j 
as by plain artlefs^ but ferious difcourfesr^ 
the great principles of Chriflian duty and 
hope may be nouriihed and invigorated in 
good men, their graces watered as at the 
root, and their fouls animated both to per- 
fevere, and improve in holinefs. And when 
we are effeSually performing fuch benevo- 
lent offices, fo well fuiting our immortial 
natures to perfons whofe hearts are cemented 
with ours in the bonds of the moft endear- 
ing and facred friendihip, it is too little to 
fay it overpays the fatigue of our labours'^ 
it even fwallows up all fenfe of it, in the 
moft rational and fublime pleafure. 

$.128. An incident occurs to my mind^ 
which happened that evening, which at 
leaft for the oddnefs of it may deferve a 
place in thefe memoirs. I had then with me 
one Thomas Porter, a poor, but very honcft 
and religious man, (now living at Hatfield 
Broadoak in Efiex,) who is quite unac* 
qiiainted with letters, fo as not to be aible 
to diftinguiih obe from another^ yet is 
mafter of the contents of the Bible in fo ex« 
traordioary a degree, that he hasr liot only 
fixed an immenfe number of texts m his me-* 
n^ory, but merely by hearing them quoted 

in 
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in fermons has regiftered there the chapter 
and verfe, in which thefe paflages are to be 
found: This is attended with a marvellous 
facility in direfting thofe that can read, to 
turn to them, and a moft unaccountable ta- 
lent of fixing on fuch as fuit almoft every 
imaginable variety of circumftances in com- 
mon life. There are two confiderations in 
his cafe, which make it the more wonder- 
ful: The one, that he is a perfon of a very 
low genius, having, befides a ftammering 
which makes his Ipeech almoft unintelligi- 
ble to ftrangers, lo wild and aukward a 
manner of behaviour, that he is freqqently 
taken for an idiot, and feems in many things 
to be indeed fo: The other, that he grew 
up to manhood in a very licentious courfe 
of living, and an intire ignorance of divine 
things, lo that all thefe exa6l imprefliotis on 
his memory have been made in his riper 
years. I thought it would not be difagree- 
able to the Colonel to introduce to him this 
odd phaenomenon, which many hundreds ot 
people have had a curiofity to examine: 
And among all the ftfange things I have 
leen in him, I never remember any which 
equalled what paffed on this occafion. On 
hearing theColoners profeffipn, and receiv- 
ing fome hints of his religious chara£ter, 
he ran thro^jgh a vaft variety of fcripturesj^ 
beginning at the Pentateuch and. going .oa 
to the Revelation, relating either to the de- 
pendence 
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pendence to be fixed on God for the fuccefs 
of military preparatiotis, or to ;he inftances 
'and promifes occuring there of his care of 
good men in the moft imminent dangers, or 
to the encouragement to defpife perils and 
death, while engaged in a good caufe, and 
fupported by the views of a happy immor-^ 
tality. I believe he quoted more than twenty 
of thefe paflagesi and I muft freely own, 
that I know not who could have chofe them 
with greater propriety. If my memory, do 
not deceive me, the laft of this catalogue 
was that from which I afterwards preached 
on the lamented occafion of this gjreat man's 
fall : Be thou faithful unto deaths and I will 
give thee a crown of life. We were all afto- 
niihed at fo remarkable a fa3: ^ and I quef« 
tion not, but that many of my readers will 
think the memory of it worthy of being 
thus preferved, 

$. 129. But to Return to my main fubjeft : 
The next day after the fermon and conver- 
fation of which I have been fpeaking, I took 
my laft leave of my ineftimable friend, af- 
ter attending him fome part of his way 
northward. The firft ftage of our journey 
was to the cottage of that poor, but very 
reiigious family, which I had occafion to 
mention above, as relieved, and indeed in a 
great meafure fublifted, by his charity. And 
nothing could be more delightful, than to 
obferve the condefcenfion, with which he 

converfed 
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converfed with thefe his humble peniioners. 
AVe there put up out laft united prayers 
together s and he afterwards exprefled in 
the ftrongeJi terms I ever heard him ufe on 
fuGh an occaiion, the lingular pleafure with 
which he had joined in them. Indeed it was 
no fmall iatistadion to me, to have an op- 
portunity of recommending fuch a valuable 
iriend to the divine proce£tion and blelling, 
with that particular freedom, and enlarge- 
ment on what was peculiar in his circum- 
ftances, which hardly any other fituation, 
unlefs we had been quite alone, could fo 
conveniently have admitted. We went from 
thence to the table of a^perfon of diftinftion 
in the neighbourhood^ where he had an op- 
portunity of <fhewing, in how decent and 
graceful a manner he could unite the chrit* 
tian and the gentleman, and give converfa- 
tion an improving and religious turn, with- 
out violating arfy of the rules of polite be- 
haviour, or' laying or doing any thing which 
looked ^ allconftrained or affefiled. Here 
We took our laft embrace, committed each 
other to the car^e of the God of heaven ; 
and the Colonel purfued his journey to the 
North, where he fpent all. the remainder of 
his days. 

6. 130. The more I refleft upon this ap- 
pomtment of providence, the more I difcerii 
of the beauty and wifdom of it^ not only 
as it led direftly to that glorious period of 

life, 
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life, with which God had determined to ho* 
nour him, and in which, Ithinic, it becomes 
all his friends to rejoice ^ but alfo, as the 
retirement on which he entered, could not 
but have a happy tendency to favour his 
more immediate and complete preparation - 
for fo fpeedy a remove. To which we may 
add, that it muft probably have a very pow- 
erful influence to promote the interefts of 
religion incomparably the greateft of all 
interefts,) among the members of his own 
family i who muft furely edify much by 
fuch daily leiTons as they received from his 
lips, when they faw them illuftrated and 
enforced by fo admirable an example, and 
this tor two complete years. It is the mora 
remarkable, as I cannot find from the me- 
moirs of his life in my hands, that he had 
ever been fo long at home lince he had a fa- 
mily, or indeed, from his childhood, ever 
fo long at a time in any one place. 

§. 131. With how clear a luftre his lamp 
Ihone, and with what holy vigour his loins 
were girded up in the (ervice qf his God, 
in theie his latter days, I learn in part £1 om 
the letters of feveral excellent perfons, in 
the miniftry, or in fecular life, with whom 
I have fince converfed or correfponded. 
And in his many letters dated from Bank- 
ton during this period, I have ftill farther 
evidence how happy he was, amidft thofe 
infirmities of body, which his tendernefs 

P fo^ 
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for me would feldom allow him to men- 
tion ; for ic appears from them, what a 
daily intercourfe he kept up with heaven, 
and what delightful communion with God 
crowned his attendance on public ordinan- 
ces, and his fweet hours or devout retire- 
ment. He mentions his facramental oppor- 
tunities with peculiar relifti, crying out as 
in a holy rapture, in reference to one and 
another of them, " O how gracious a niaf- 
" ter do we ferve ! how pleafant is his 
*^ fervice ! how rich the entertaiments of 
'^ his love ! yet, oh how poor and cold are 
^' our fervicesl" — But I will not multiply 
quotations of this fort, after thofe I have 
given above, which may be a fufficicnt fpc- 
cimen of many more in the fame flrain. 
This hint mayfuffice to Ihew, that the fame 
ardour of his foul held out in a great mea- 
fure to the laft ; and indeed it feems, that 
towards the clofe of lil'e, like the flame of 
a lamp almoll expiring, it fometimes ex- 
erted an unufual blaze/ 

§. 132. He fpent much of his time at 
Bankton in religious folitude ^and onemoft 
intimately cohverfant with him aflbres me, 
that the truces of that delightful converfe 
with God which he enjoyed m it, might 
eafily be difcerned in that folemn yet chear- 
ful countenance, with which he often came 
out of his clofet. Yet his exercifes there 
muft fometimes have been very maurnfal, 

confidering 
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confidering the melancholy views which he 
had of the ftate of our public affairs. '^ 1 
" fhould be glad,^* fays he, (in a letter which 
he fent me, about the clofe of the year 1 743,) 
" to hear what wife and good people among 
" you think of the prefent circumllances of 
*^ things. For my own part, though I thank 
^' God I fear nothing for myfelf, my appre- 
•^ henfions for the public are very gloomy, 
*' confidering the aeplorable prevaTency of 
*^ almoft all kinds of wickednefs amongll 
'* us 5 the natural confequences of the con- 
^^ tempt of the gofpel. I am daily offering 
" my prayers to God for this finful Lmd 
^* of purs, over which his judgments fcem 
*^ to be gathering ; and my firength is fome- 
" times lb exhaufted with thofe Itrong crie* 
" and tears which I pour out before God on 
*^ this occafion, that I am hardly able to 
" ftand when I arife from my knees." If 
we have many remaining to ftand in the 
breach with equal fervency, I hope, crying 
^ our provocations are, God will ftill be 
uitreated for us, and fave us. 

$.133. Moft of the other letters I had 
the pleafure of receiving from him after our 
laft feparation, are either filled, like thofe 
of former years, with tender expreffions of 
aflfe£lionate folicitudeformy domeftic com- 
fort and public ufefulnefs, or relate to the 
writings 1 publifhed during this time, or to 
afl&irs of his eldeft fon then under my care. 

P z But 
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But thefe are things, which are by no means 
of a nature to be communicated here. It 
is enough to remark in the general, that the 
Chriftian was ftill mingled with all the care 
of the Iriend and the parent. 

§. 134. But I think it incumbent upon me 
to obferve, that during this time, and fome 
preceding years, his attention, ever wake- 
i\x\ to fuch concerns, was much engaged by 
fome religious appearances, which happened 
about this time, both in England and Scot- 
land 3 with regard to which fome may be 
curious to know his fentiraents. He com- 
municated them to me with the moft uore- 
ierved freedom ^ and I cannot apprehend 
myfelf under any engagements to conceal 
them^ as I am perfaaded that it will be no 
prejudice to his memory that they ihould be 
publicly known* 

$* 135* It was from Colonel Gardiner's pen 
that 1 received the firft notice of that ever 
memorable Icene which was opened at Kil« 
iytb, under the mintitry of the reverend 
Mr. Mac Cul locb, in the month of February, 
1741-2. He communicated to me the copy 
ot two letters from that eminently favoureql 
fervantot God, giving an account of that 
extraordinary fuccefs, which had within a 
few days accompanied his preachings when, 
as I remember, in a little more than a fort- 
night a hundred and thirty fouls, who had 
before continued in long infeniibUity under 

the 
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the faithful preaching ot the goipel, were 
awakened on a fudden to attend it, as if ic 
had been a new revelation brought down 
from heaven, and atcefted by as aftonilhing 
nrriracles as ever were wrought by Peter or 
Pauli though they heard it only from a per- 
fon, under whofe miniftry they have face 
- for feveral years. Struck with a power and 
majefty in the Word of God, which they 
haa never felt before, they crouded his 
houfe night and day, making their applica- 
tions to him for fpiritoal direflion and af- 
iiftance, with an earftneftnefs and (blicitude, 
which floods of tears and cries, that fwal- 
lowed up their own words and his, could 
not fufficiently exprefg. The Cdkmi men- 
tioned this at firft to me, " as matter of 
^^ eternal praife, which he knew would re- 
^ joice my very foul :** Aiad wbeo he faw 
ic fpread in the heighbauring parts, »nd ob- 
ferved the glorious reformation which it 
produced in the lives of great multitudes^ 
and the abiding fruits of it for fucceeding 
nKMiths and years, itincteafed andcorrfirmed 
his joy. But the fafts relating to this mat- 
ter nave been laid before the world in fo 
Authentic a manner, and tb^ agency of din>inc 
grace in them hafs been fo rationally vindi- 
cated,, and fo pathetically reprefented, in 
what the reverend and judicious Mr. Web- 
fter has written upon that fubjed ; that it is 
altogether foperfluous for nm to add any 

P 3. tWiig^ 
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thing farther than my hearty .prayers,, that 
the work may be as exrenfive, as it was ap- 
parently glorious and divine. 

§.136. It was with great pleafure that be 
received any intelligence of a like kind from 
England 3 whether the clergy of the efta- 
blilhed church or diflenting minifters, whe- 
ther our own countrymen or foreigners, 
were the inftruments of it. And whatever 
weaknefles or errors might mingle them- 
felves with valuable qualities in fuch as 
were aftive in fuch a work, he appeared to 
love and honour them, in proportion to the 
degree he faw reafon to believe their hearts 
were devoted to the fervice of Christ, and 
their attempts o^ned and fucceeded by him. 
I remember, that mentioning one of thefe 
gentlemen^ who had been remarkable fuc- 
cefsful in his miniftry, and feemed to have 
met with fome very unkind ufage, he fays, 
*' I had rather be that defpifed per fecuted man^ 
*^ to be an inftrument in the hand , of the 
^* fpirit, in converting fo many fouls, and 
^^ building up fo many in their holy faith, 
^^ than I would be emperor of the. whole 
*^ world.'* Yet this fteady and judicious 
Chriftian, (for fuch he moft afliiredly was,) 
at the fame time that he efteemed a man 
for his good intention and his worthy qua- 
lities, did not fufFer himfelf to be hurried 
away into all the Angularity of his. fenti- 
ments^ or to admire his imprudences or ex- 

cefles* 
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cefles. On the contrary, he faw and la- 
mented that artifice which the great father 
of fraud has fo long and fo fuccefsfully been 
praftifingi who, like the enemies of lirael, 
when he cannot entirely prevent the build- 
ing of God's temple, does as it were offer 
his affiftance to carry on the work, that he 
may thereby get the moft efieftual opportu- 
nities of obftru£l:ing it. The Colonel often 
exprefled his aftonilhment at the wide ex- 
tremes, into which fome, whom- on the 
whole he thought very good men, were 
permitted to run in many doftrinal and fpe- 
culative poinrs; and difcerned how evi- 
dently it appeared from hence, that we can- 
not argue the truth of any doftrine from 
the fuccefs of the preacher ^ iince this would 
be a kind of demonftration, (if I may be 
allowed the expreffion) which might equally 
prove both parts of a con tradition. Yet 
when he oblerved, that an high regard to 
the atonement and righteoufnels of Christ, 
and to the free grace of God in him, ex- 
erted by the operation of the Divine Spi ri t, 
was generally common to all who had been 
peculiarly luccefsfulin the converlion and 
reformation of m^n, (how widely foever 
their judgments might differ in other points, 
and how warmly foever they might oppofe 
each other in confequence of that diverlity ^) 
it tended greatly to confirm his faith in 
thefe principles^ as well as to opea his heart 

ia 
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m love to all of every denomination, wh© 
maititdined an affedionace regard to them. 
And though w'hat he remarked as to the 
con dud: and fuccefs of minifters of the moft 
oppofite ftrains of preachings confirmed him 
iacherefentiments^ yet he alvvays edeemed 
and loved virtuous .and benevolent men, 
even where he thought them moft miftaken 
in the notions they tormed of religion, or 
in the methods by which they attempted to 
I'erve it. 

§. 137. While I thus reprefeat what all 
who knew him muft foon have obferved of 
Colonel Gardiner's afFeftionate regard to 
thefe peculiar doftrines of our holy religion, 
it is neceflary that 1 fhould alfo inform my 
reader, that it was not his judgment^ that 
the attention of minifters or their hearers 
fliould be wholly ingrolfed by thefe, excel- 
lent as they are , but that all the parts of 
the fcheme of truth and duty Ihould be re- 
garded in their due conne£i:ion and propor-- 
tion. Far from that diftempered tafte, 
which can bear nothing but cordials, it was 
his deliberate judgment that the law Ihould 
be preached as well as the gofpel ; and 
hardly any thing gave him greater offence, 
than the irreverent manner in which fome, 
who have been ignorantly extolled as the 
moft zealous evangelical preachers, have 
fometimes been tempted to fpeak of the for- 
mer ^ much indeed to the fc»Adal of all con* 

(iftept 
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fiftent and judicious Chriftians. He de- 
lighted to be inftrufled in his duty, and to 
hear much of the inward exerciles of the 
fpiritual and divine life. And he always 
wifhed, fo far as I could obferve, to have 
thefe topics treated in a rational as well as 
a fpiritual manner, with folidity and order 
of thought, with perfpicuity and weight of 
expreilion ; as well knowifig, that religion 
is a moft reafonable fervice^ that God has 
not chofen idiots or lunacies as the inftru* 
nients, or nonienfe as the means of building 
«]^ his church ^ and that though the charge 
ot enthuliafin is often fixed on chriftianity 
and its minifters, in a wild, ondeferved, and 
indeed (on the whole) enthufiaftictl manner, 
by fome of the londeft or moft folemn pre- 
tenders to reafon^ yet there is really fuch a 
thing as enthufiafm, * againft which it be- 
comes the true friends of the revelation to 
be diligently on their guard , left Chrifti- 
anity, infteadof being exalted, fliould be 
greatly corrupted and debaied, and all man- 
ner of abfurdity, both in dofitrine and prac- 
ticej^ introduced by methods, which (Mke 
perlecution) throw truth and falfehood on 
a level, and render the giolleft errors, at 
once more plaufible and more incurable. 
He had too much candour and equity, to 
fix general charges of this nature ^ but he 
was really (and! think, not .vainly) appre- 
heniive, that the emifTaries ^nd agents of 

the 
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the moft corrupt church that ever difho- 
noured the Chriftian name, (by whichy it 
will eafily be underftood, I mean that of 
Rome,), might very poffibly infinuate them* 
felves into focieties, to which they could not 
otherwife have accefs, and make their ad- 
vantage of that total refignation oi the un- 
derflanding, and contempt of reafon and 
learning, which nochiog but ignorance, de* 
lirium, or knavery, can dilate, to lead 
men blindfold whither it pleafed, till it fet 
them down at the foot or an altar, where 
tranfubftantiation itfelf is confecrated. 
§. 138. I know not where I can morepro- 
perly introduce another part of the Colo* 
nel's chara£ler, which, obvious as it was, 
I have not yet touched upon 3 I mean, his 
tendernefs to thofe who were under any 
fpiritual diftrefs 3 wherein he was indeed an 
example to minifters, in a duty more pecu- 
liarly theirs. I have feen many able ip- 
ftances of this myfelf 3 and I have been 
informed of many others: One of which 
happened about the time of that awakaning 
in the weftern parts of Scotland,^ which i 
touched upon above 3 when the reverend 
Mr. Mac Laurin of Glafgow found occafion 
to witnefs to the great propriety, judgment, 
and felicity of manfler, with which he ad- 
dreiied fpiritual coafolation t<i> an afflicted 
foul, who applied to thd profeffor, at a^ time 
when he' had not m opportunity immedi- 
ately 
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ately to give audience to the cafe. And in- 
deed as long ago as the year 1726, I find 
him writing to a friend in a firain of tender- 
0efs in this regatd, which might well have 
become the moil afiej£tionate and experien- 
ced paftor. He there congratulates him on 
fome religious enjoyments lately received, 
Cin part, it feenas, by his means,) when 
among others he has this modefl expreflion : 
^^ If I have been made a:ny way the means 
.*• of doing you good, give the whole glory 
*^ to God i for he has been willmg to mew, 
^^ that the power was intirely of himfslf^ 
'^ fince he l>as been pleafed to make ufe of 
^* fo very weak an inftrument." In the fame 
letter he admonifhes his friend, that he 
Ihould not be too much furprized, if after 
having been (as he expreiles it,) upon the 
mount y he fhould be brought into the valley 
again , and reminds him that ^^ we live by 
*' faith, and not by fenfible affurance 5'* re- 
prefenting, that there are fome fuch full 
communications from God as feem almoit 
to fw allow up the aOiings of faith, from 
whence they take they rife: "Whereas 
^* when a Chriftian who walks in darknefsj 
^* and fees no light, will yet hang (as it were) 
*^.on the report of an abfent Jesus, and," 
as one exprefles it in allufion to theftory of 
Jacob and Jofeph, ^' can put bimfelf as on 
" the chariot of the promifes, to be borne on 
^' to him, whom now he fees not 5 there may 

"be 
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^' be fublimer and more acceptable aftings 
^^ ot' a pure and ftrong faith, than in mo- 
" ments which afford the foul a much more 
^ rapturous delight.'* This is the fubftancc 
of what he fays in the excellent letter. 
Some of the phrafes made ufe of, might 
not perhaps be intelligible to feveral of my 
readers, for which reafon I do not exaftly 
tranfcribe them all: But this is plainly and 
fully his meaning, and moft ot the words 
are his own. The fentiment is furely very 
juft and important i and happy would it be 
for many excellent perfons, who through 
wrong notions of the nature oi faith (which 
was never more mifreprefented than now 
among fome,').are perplexing themfelves 
with moft groundlefs doubts and fcruples, if 
it were more generally underftood, admit- 
ted and confidered. 

^. 139. An endeared friend, who was moft 
intimately converfant with the Colonel du- 
ring the two laft years of his life, has ta- 
votired me with an account of fome little 
circumftances relating to him 3 which I 
erteem as precious fragments, by which the 
confiftent tenor. of his charafter may be far- 
ther illuftated. I Ihall therefore inlerc them 
here, without being very folicitous as to the 
order in which they are introduced. 

§. 140. He perceived himfelf evidently 
in a very declining ftare from his firft arri- 
val in Britain, and feemed to emerrain a 

fixed 
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fixed apprehenfion, that lie^fliould continue 
but a little while longer in lite. ^^ He ex- 
*' pefted death," fays my good correfpon- 
dent, ^^ and was delighted with the prof- 
*^ peft," which did not grow lefs amiable by 
a nearer approach. The Word ofGOD^ with 
which he had as intimate an acquaintance as 
moft men I ever knew, and on which (efpe- 
cially on the New Teftaraent,) I have 
heard him make many very judicious and 
accurate remarks, was ftill his daily ftudy 5 
and it furnilhed him with matter oi frequent 
converfation, much to the edification and 
pomtort of thofc that were about him. Ic 
was recoilefted, that among other paflages 
he had lately Ipoken of the following, as 
having madp a deep impreffion on his mind : 
Myfoul^ wait thou only upon GOD / He would 
repeat it again and again, Only^ Only^ Only ! 
So plainly did he fee, andfo deeply did he 
feel, the vanity of creature confiaences and 
expeftations. With the ftrongeft atteftatioa 
would he often mention thofe words in 
Ifaiah, as verified by long experience : Thow 
wilt keep him in perfe£i peace ^ whofe mind is 
Jlayed on thee , becauje he trajieth in thee. And 
with peculiar fatisfaftion would he utter 
thofe heroic words in Habakkuk, which he 
found armour of proof againft every fear 
and every contingency: Though the Jig-tree 
pall not i/ojfomy neither jhall fruit he in the 

Q^ vines'^ 
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vines ; the labour of the olive pall fail^ iirtH 
the fields Jh all yield no meats ^^^ J^oifks /hall 
Oe cut of from the fold^ andthere pall be no 
'^Dcrd in the ft alls: Yet I will rejoice in the 
Lordy I will joy rn the GOD of my fahdtioh. 
The cxlvth piklm wus alfo fpc5ken of by him 
with great delight, and Dr. Watts's verfibft 
ol* it 3 las well as feveral other of thkc eit*- 
cellent'perfon's poetical corripofures. Mjr 
friend who trarifmitis to me this accbuhc, 
adds the following words^ which I Sefire 
to infert with the deepeft fentiments of iifa- 
feigned humility and felf-abafemient'bSfoj^e 
G0D5 as moft unworthy, the honour of con- 
tributing in the leaft degree to the joys "arid 
graces of one fo much my fuperior in every 
part of the chriftian charafter. ^^ As the joy 
^^ with which'good men fee the happy fruits 
^^ of^heir labour's, makes a- part of the pre- 
^^ font reward of the fervants of God and 
^^ the friends of Jesus, it muft not be ohiit- 
*' ted, even in a letter to you, that your fpt- 
'^ rirual hymns were among his moft delight- 
^^ ful and foul-improving repafts, particu- 
^' larly thofe, oh beholding trdhfgrejjors with 
^^ grief J and Christ's mejfage" What is 
added concerning my book ot the Rife and 
Progrefs of Religion^ and the terms in which 
he expreffed his eftcem of it, I cannot f^fkt 
to pals my penj only defire moft lincerely 
to bJefs God, that efpecially by the laft chap- 
ters 
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ters of that treatife, I had an opportunity 
at fo gr^ac a difta;jQe of exhibiting lome 
offices of chrifti^n friendlhip to this ex- 
,cellenc peripn^ ia the clojipg fcenes of 
lifes which ic would have be<?n my greaceft 
joy to have performed in pedbn, had pro- 
vidence permitted me then to have been 
near him. 

§. 141. The fpriper of thofe hymns my 
correfpondenc mentions^ as having been fo 
agreeable to Colopel Gardiner, I nave given 
the reader above, at the end of Seft. 10 1. 
The latter, which is called CuRis t*s mejfage^ 
took its rife from Luke iv. 18, £^ feq. and 
is as follows: 

I. 

Hark! the glad found i the Saviour cofxics. 

The %vipur promised long! 
Let ev'ry heart prepare a throne, 

And ev'ry \(f\cQ a fong. 

IL 

On him the Spirit largely pbur'd 

Exerts its iacred fire : 
Wifdom, and rnight, and zeal, and Iov<e, 

His holy breaft infpire. 

III. 
H^ corner, the prifoners to releafe 

' Ip Satan's bondage held : 
THe ga^es of brafs before him burft, 
' The iron fetters yield. 

0^2 IV. He 
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IV. 

He comes, from thickeft films of vice 

To clear the mental ray. 
And on the eye-balls of the blind 

To pour celeftial day *. 

V. 
He comes, the broken heart to bind,*- 

The bleeding foul to cure ; 
And with the treafures of his grace 

T^ inrich the humble poor. 

VI. 

His filver trumpets publifh loud 

The jubilee of the Lord 5 
Our debts are all remitted now. 

Our heritage reftor'd, 

VII. 
Our glad hof^nnahs. Prince of peace, 

Thy welcome (hall proclaim 5 
And heavVs eternal arches ring 

With thy beloved name. 

§, 14^. There is one hymn more I Ihall 
beg leave to add, plain as it is, which Co- 
lonel Gardiner has been heard to mention 
with particular regard, as exprefling the in- 
moft I'entiments ot his foul j and they were 
undoubtedly fo, in the laft rational moments 
of his expiring life. It is called, Christ 

precUus 

* This ftanza is moftly borrowed from Mr. Pope. 
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precious to the believer*^ and was compofed to 
be fung after a fermon on i Pet. ii. 7. 

J. . 

Jesus! I love thy charming name, 

'Tis mufic to my ear: 
Fain would I found it gut fo loud, 
That earth and heaven fhould hear. 

II. 
Yes, thou art precious to my foul, 

My tranfport and my truft : 
Jewels to thee are gaudy toys. 

And gold is fordid duft. 

III. 
All my capacious pow'rs can wifli, 

In thee moft richly meet:. 
Nor to my eyes is life fo dear. 

Nor friendlhip half fo fweet. 

IV. 
Thy grace ftill dwells upon my heart. 

And fheds its fragrance .there ; 
The nobleft balm of all its wounds. 

The cordial of its care. 

V. 
I'll fbeak the hcfnours of thy name 

\y ith my laft laboring breath.^ 
Then fpeechlefs clafp thee in my arms. 

The antidote of death. 

Q. 3 §• H^ 
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6. i43.'Thofe who were intimate with 
Colonel Gardiner muft have obferved how 
ready he was to give a devotional turn to 
any fubje£t that occurred. And in particu- 
lar, the fpiritual and heavenly difpolition of 
his foul difcovered itfelf in the refle&ions 
and improvements which he made, when 
reading hiftory ; in which he took a great 
deal of pleafure, as perfons remarkable for 
their knowledge of mankind, and obferva- 
tion of providence generally do. I have 
an inftance of this before me, which though 
too natural to be at all furprizing, will I 
dare fay be pleafing to the devout mind. 
He haa juft been reading in Rollings extraft 
from Xenophon, the anfwer which the lady 
of Tigranes made, whea all the company 
were extolling Cyrus, and cxpreffing thic 
admiration with which his appearance and 
behaviour ftruck them : The queftion being 
asked her, what flie thought of him? Ihe 
anfwered, I don't know, 1 did not obferve 
him. On what then, faid one of the com- 
pany, did you fix your attention? On hm^ 
replied fbe, (referring to the generous 
fpeech which her husband had Juffc made,) who 
faid he would give a thonfand lives to ranfotn 
iny liberty. " Oh,"** cried the Colonel, when 
reading it, " how ought we to fix our eyes 
^^ and hearts on Him^ who not in offer out 
^^ in reality, gave his own precious life to ran- 
^ fom us from the mofl dreadful flavery, 

*^ and 
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^^ and from eternal dellruffcion !" But this is 
only one inftanc^ among a thoufand. His 
heart was fo habitually fet upon divine 
things, and he had fuch a permanent and 
overflowing fenfe of the love of Christ, 
that he could not forbear connefting fuch 
refleftions, with a multitude of more dif- 
tant occafions occurring in daily life, where 
lefs advanced Chriftians would not have 
thought of them: And thus, like our 
great Matter, he made every little incideiit 
a fource of devotion, and an inflrument of 
holy zeal. 

$. 144. Enfeebled as his conftitution was, 
he was ftill intent on improving his time to 
fome valuable purpofes: And when his 
friends expoftulated with him, that he gave 
his body fo little reft, he ufed to anlwer, 
^^ It will reft long enough in the grave.** 

§. 145'. The July before his death, he was 
perfuaded to take a journey to Scarborough 
tor the recovery of his health ^ from which 
he was at leaft encouraged to expeft fome 
little revival. A.fter this he had thoughts 
of going to London, and defigned to have 
fpent part of September at Northampton. 
The expeftation of this was mutually agree- 
able J but providence (aw fit to dilconcert 
the fcherae. His love for his friends in 
thefe parts occafioned him to exprefs fome 
regret on his being commanded back : And 
I am pretty confident from the manner in 

which 
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^e exprefled himfelf ii^ pn^ of \\\^ laft^et- 
tef s to me, tljat he h^d fome more impor-^ 
t^qt reafona fgr wiping an opportunity of 
making a Jliondon joiirney juft ^t th^t crU 
li3 J which, the rpadpr will remen]l)er, wa§' 
belbre t)^ irebellion broke put. B^c ^s pro- 
yjidence d/stprmined it qtherwi-fe^ he *cqu|- 
efced j and I am well fatisf^ed, tl)at €Qu14 
he h^V6 diftin£^ly forefeen the approaching 
f Vient, fo far as it cpncerned his ovvn per* 
fon, he would have e^eeiped it the happieft 
fununpns he ever received. Whije he w;a? 
at Scarborough, I find by a letter dafe4 
Iropi thence July 26, 1745, that he bad 
l?fe/> informed of the gaity which fo unfea- 
fonably prpvailed at Edinburgh, where 
gjTjeat ;Bij]tjtudes wefe then fpendiqg their 
tjip^ in ball 9, a^emblies, and other g^y 
amufernents, littl>e fnindful of the rod of 
Qox} jy^hic)! was then hanging over them i 
jon wljjch Qccafion he hath this exprell^on : 




^^ at prefrxic more melancholy than ever J 
^* ftw it in my life. But there is one thing 
" which I am very fure of, that comforts 
*' me, viz. that it lliall ^o well with the riglh 
^^ teoa^y come what will." 

§. 146. Quickly after his return hqme, 
■the flame burft out, and his regiment was 
xprdered to Stirjiing. It was in the caftlc 

there, 
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there, that his lady and eldeft daughter en- 
joyed the laft happy hours of his company ^ 
and I think, it was about eight or ten days 
before his death, that he parted from them 
there. A remarkable circumftance attended 
that parting, which hath been touched upon 
by furviving friends in more than one of 
their letters to me. His lady was fo af- 
fefted when flie took her laft leave of him, 
that (he could not forbear burfting out into 
a flood of tears, with other marKs of un- 
ufual emotion. And when he asked her the 
reafon, fhe ur-ged the apprehenfion fhe had 
ot loiing fuch an invaluable friend, amidit 
the dangers to which he was then called 
out, as a very fufficient apology. Upon 
which (he took particular notice, that 
whereas he had generally comforted her on 
fuch occafions, by pleading with her that 
remarkable hand of providence, which had 
fo frequently in former inftances been ex- 
erted for his prefervation, and tbat in the 
greateft extremity, he faid nothing of ic 
now 5 but only replied, in his fententious 
manner, *^ We have an eternity to fpend 
** together.*' 

$. 147. That heroic contempt of death, 
which had often difcovered itfelf in the 
midft of former dangers, was manifefted 
now in his difcoorfe with feveral of his moft 
intimate friends. I have referved for this 
place one genuine expreflion of ic many 

yeara 
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y^rft before, which I t^gughi; n>igh.t- \^ 
m(eot^one4 wUb^ Ibme a4.vwtage< beie. la 
J^ly, ^?2jt, he h^d b^q fcQC to (biB<$ pjla^?^, 
fK;>c tar from ¥S^\yi\\to% to. qu^U ^ iBUtby^ 
%P^Qvxg fonsK? of ow: Jiropps. I lgoo\K nM 
tbjB pa^EUcuW ^H^cafiiQp.i but I rGipftenaber ^g^ 
V^ve hea^rci hi^^ n^eD^loft it as fo ^qrcQ a^one, 
th^t he fgajce ever appr^jervieci hdoiiielt' U 
4 more haiardogs (;ir<?gmflLanc^. Yet \^ 
quelled it by his |>5efenice ^)m^y aflid the. 
eMpftula.tions li-e ufed; t\i^i^i)[H putting his. 
iifi into bis hand, to do iif. Tb,e particulars 
ot the Itory Itruck m^ muchj biac I do not 
fo exaftiy r(?member cbeiixi, ^s ta venture to 
relatie them here. I ooly gbferve, that in a 
letter dgted July 16, that year, which I 
haye now beiore me, ao4 which GvideaUy 
refers to this event, he vvrite^ thuai: " I 
^^ have been very bufy, hurried about from 
*^ place to place 5 but bjeffed be Gop^ ^l 
" is over without blood Ihed. And pray let 
^^ me ask, what made you ifcew fp much 
^^ concern for me in your laft ? Were yoit 
" afraid I fliould get to heaven befojie you 2 
^^ Or can ^ny evil befall thpfe^ who ^x^ fpl-. 
^^ lowers of that which is good*?" 

♦ I doubt not, but this will remind fome of my 
readers of that noble fpeech of Zu.inglius, when 
(according to the ufage of that country,) attenSjng 
his flock to a battle in which their religion and li- 
berties were all at ftake, on his receiving a mortal . 

wound 
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§. 148. And as thdfe w^fe his fenrimecits 
in the vigdrfr tff h?s dayis^fo irekher did de- 
clining yi^ars, and fhe irifirmities of a bro- 
ken conlHtiitfdn 6n the c5ne hand, tior any 
tJelires Of -^tfjoying the honours ^ftci^profitiS 
of fo high a ftatioiv, or (what Avas much 
more to him,) the cdtiverfe of the moftaf- 
ieftiotiate of wives, andfo many amiable 
children artd friends Onthe dther, enervate 
his fpirits in the leaft : But as he had in for- *. 
filer years often dkprcfled it, to me and fe- 
veral others ias'his deiire, " that if it were 
^^ the will of G0D5 he might have fome hb- 
^^ nourable call to facrifice his life in defence 
^* of religion and the liberties of his coufn-^ 
^^ try^*' lb when ic appeared to him moft 
probable that he might be called to it im- 
'mediately, he met the fummons with the 
^reateft readinefs. This appiears in part 
•from a letter which he wrote to the reve- 
rend Mr. Adams of Falkirk, juft as he w^s 

wound by a bullet, of which he foon expired, while 
his friends were in all the firft aftonifhment of grief 
he bravely faid as he was dying, *^ Ecquid hoc.in^ 
** fortunii P Is this to be reckoned a misfortune?" 
• How many of our deifls would have celebrated fuch 
a fentence, if it had come from the lips of an an- 
cient Rom^n? Strange, that the name of Christ 
•fiiould be fo odious, that the brighteft virtues of his 
followers fhoul'd be defpifed for his (ake ! But fo it 
is ; and fo our Mafter told us, it would be : And 
our faith is in this conmeftion coitfifmed by. th^fe, 
that ftrive moft to overthrow it. 
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on. marching from Stirling, which was only 
eight days before his death : ^' The rebels,'* 
fays he, " are advancing to crofs the Firth; 
^^ but I truft in the Almighty Qod, who doth 
^^ whatfoevcr he pleafes^ in the armies of hea^ 
*^ ven^ and among the inhabitants of the 
" earthy And the fame gentleman tells me, 
that a few days after the date of this, he 
marched through Falkirk with his regi- 
ment; and though he was then in fo lan- 
guifbing a ftate, that he needed his affiftance 
as a fecretary to write for fome reinforce- 
ment, which might put it in bis power to 
make a ft and, (as he was very deliVous to 
have done,) heexprefied a moft genuine and 
noble contempt ot life, when to be expofed 
in the defence of a worthy caufe. 

§. 149. Thefe fentiments wrought in him 
to the laft, in the moft efFeftual manner; 
and he feemed for a while to have infufed 
them into the regiment which he com- 
manded : For they exprefled fuch a fpirit 
in their march from Stirling, that I jam af-. 
fured the Colonel wus obliged to exert all 
his authority to prevent their making incur- 
jions on ihe rebel army, which then lay very 
near them ; and had it been thought proper 
to fend him the reinforcement he requefted, 
none can fay what the confequence might 
have been. But he vyas ordered to march 
as faft as poffible, to meet Sir John Cope's 
forces at Dunbar ; which he did : And that 

baltv 
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hafty retreat, in concurrence with the news 
which they foon after received of the fur- 
render of Edinburgh to the rebels, (either 
by the treachery or weaknefs of a few, in 
oppolition to the judgment of by far the 
greater and better part of the inhabitants,) 
ftruck a panic into both the regin*encs of 
dragoons, which became vifible in fome 
very apparent and remarkable circumflanccs 
in their behaviour, which I forbear to re- 
late. This afFe£ted Colonel Gardiner lb 
much, that on the Thurfday before the fa- 
tal aftion at Prefton-Pans, he intimated to 
an officer of confiderable rank and note, 
(from whom I had it by a very fure channel 
t>f conveyance,) that he expefted the event 
would be, as in faft it was. In this view, 
there is all imaginable reafon to belive he 
had formed his refolution as to his own per- 
gonal conduft, which was, '* that he would 
^^ not, in cafe of the flight of thofe under 
^* his command, retreat with them,'" by 
which, as it feemed, he was reafonably ap- 
prehenfive, he might haveftained the honour 
of his former fervice5, and have given fome 
occafion for the enemy to have Ipoken re- 
-proachfully. He much rather chofe, if 
providence gave him the call, to leave in his 
death an example of fidelity and l^ravery, 
which might very probably be (as in fa^ 
it feems mdeed to have been,) of much 

R greater 



.i82 Remarkable Pajfages. in the 

greater importance to his country, than any 
other Ibrvice, which in the few days of re- 
maining life he could expeft to render it. 
I conclude thefe to have been his views, not 
only from wliat I knew of his general cha- 
rafter and temper, but likewifc from fome 
intimations which he gave to a very worthy 
perfon from Edinburgh, who vifited him the 
day before the aftion 5 to whom he faid, 
^' 1 cannot influence the condu£t of others, 
" as I could wifh, but I have one life to fa- 
^^ crifice to my country's fafety, and I Ihall 
^^ not fpare it j" or words to that effeft. 

§. 150. I have heard fuch a multitude of 
inconlillent reports of the circumftances of 
Colonel Gardiner's death, that I had almofl: 
defpaired of being able to give my reader 
any particular fatisfafilion concerning fo in- 
terelting a fcene. But by a happy accident 
I have very lately had an .opportunity of 
being exaftly informed of the whole, by 
that brave mail Mr. John Poller, his faithful 
fervant, (and worthy of the honour of ferv- 
ing fuch a mailer,) whom I had feen with 
him at my houfe fcniic years before. He 
attended him in his lali hours, and gave me 
the narr;)tion a larger which he would be 
ready, if it were rcquilite, to atteft upon 
oath. From his mouih I wrote it down 
witl4*^i?;e utmoft exaftnefs, and could eaiily 
.believe from the genuine and aflecVionare 

manner 
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manner in which he related the particulars, 
that according to his own ftriking expref- 
fion, " his eye and his heart were always 
^^ upon his honoured mafler during the 
^^ whole time*/^ 

§. 151. On Friday, September 20, (the 
day before the battle which tranfmitted him 
to his immortal crown,) when the whole 
army was drawn up, I think about noon, 
the Colonel rode through all the ranks of 
his own regiment, add reding rhem at once 
in the moil refpe6Uul and animating man- 
ner, both as foldiers, and as Chriftians, to 
engage them to exert themfelves courage- 
oufly in the fervice of their country, and to 
neglefl: nothing that might have a tendency 
to prepare them for whatever event might 
happen." They feemed much affefted with 
the addrefs, and exprefled a very ardent 
defire of attacking the enemy immediately : 
A defire in which he and another very 

R 2 gallant 

*■ Juft as I am putting the laft hand to thefe me- 
moirs, March 2, 1746-7, I have met with a corpo- 
ral in Colonel Lafcelles's regiment, who was alfo 
an eye-witnefs to what happened at Prefton-Pans on 
the day of the battle, and the day before : And the ac- 
.count he has given me of fome memorable particu- 
^lars, is fo exadlly agreeable to that which I received 
from ^ Mr. Foiler, that it would much coijoborate 
his teftimony, if there were not fo many otner con- 
^ fiderations to render it convincing. 
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§. 152. He continued all night under 
arms, wrapped up in his cloak, and gene- 
rally Iheltered under a rick of barley which 
happened to be in the field. About three 
in the morning, he called his domeftic ler- 
vancs to him, of which there were four in 
waiting. He difmifled three of them-a with 
moft affeftionate chriftian advice, and fuch 
folemn charges relating to the performance 
of their dutv and the care of their fouls, 
as feemed plainly co intimate,, that he ap- 
prehended it at leaft very probable, he was 
taking his laft farewel of them. There is 
great reafon to believe, that he fpent the 
little remainder of the time, which could 
not be much above an hour,, in thofe de* 
vout exercifes of foul, which had fo long 
been habitual to him, and to which fo 
many circumftances did then concur to call 
him. The army was alarmed by break of 
day, by the noife of the rebels approach, 
and the attack was made before lun-rife i 

yet 

chaife, being (as from that circumftance he fup- 
pofed,) in fo weak a ftate that he could not well 
endure the fatigue of riding on horfeback. He ob- 
ferved Colonel Gardiner in difcourfe with feverad 
officers, the evening before the engagement; at 
which time, it was afterwards reported, he gave his 
advice to Ti'tack the rebels ; and when it -was over- 
ruled, he afterwards faw the Colonel walk by him- 
felf in a very penfive manner. 
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yet when it was light enough to difcern 
what pafied. As foon as the enemy came 
within gUD-lhot they made a furious fire j 
and it is faid, that the dragoons which con- 
ftituted the left wing, immediately fled. 
The Colonel, at the beginning of the on- 
fet, which in the whole lafted but a few 
minutes, received a wound by a bullet in 
his left breaft, which made him give a fud- 
den fpring in his faddle^ upon which his 
fervant, who bad led the horfe, would have 
perfuaded him to retreat: But he faid, it 
was only a wound in the flelhs and fought 
on, though he prefently after received a 
ihot in his right thigh. In the mean time 
it was difcerned, that fome of the enemies 
fell by him J and particularly oner man, who 
had made him a treacherous vifit but a few 
days before, with great profeffions of zeal 
for the prefent eftablifhmcnt, 

§. ijj. Events of this kind pafs in lefs 
time, than the defcription of them can be 
written, or than it can be read. The Co- 
lonel was for a few moments fupported by 
his men, and particularly by that worthy 
perfon Lieutenant-Colonel Whitney, who 
was (hot through the arm here, and a few 
months after fell nobly in the battle of Fal- 
kirk , and by Lieutenant Weft, a man of 
diftinguilhed bravery j as alfo by about fif- 
teen dragoons, who flood hy him to the 
lafi:. But after a faint fire, the regiment in 

general 
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general was ferzed with a panic j and cho* 
their Colonel and fome other gallant officers 
did what they could to rally them once or 
twice, they at laft took a precipitate flight. 
And juft in the moment when Colonel Gar- 
diner feemed to be making a paafe, to deli- 
berate what duty required him to do in 
fuch a circumftance, an accident happened, 
which muft, I think, in the judgment of 
every worthy and generous man, be allowed 
a fuificient apology for expofing his life to 
fo great hazard,, when his regiment had 
left him^. He faw a party of the foot, 
who were then bravely fighting near him, 
and whom he was ordered to fupport, had 
no officer to head them ; upon which he 
faid eagerly, in the hearing of the perfon 

from 

*" The Colonel, who was well acquainted with 
military hiftory, might poflibly remember, that-in 
the battle at 131enheim, the illuftrious Prince Eut 
gene, when the horfe of the wing he commanded 
had run away "thrice, charged at the head of the 
foot, and thereby greatly contributed to the glorious 
fuccefs of the day. At leaft fuch an example may 
conduce to vindicate that noble ardour, which, 
amidfl all the applaufes of his country, fome have 
been fo cool and fo critical a§ to blame. For my 
own part, I tfiahk God, that I am not called to 
apologize for his following his troops in their flight; 
which I fe^ would have been a much harder'talk ; 
and which, dear as he was to me, would have 
grieved me much more than his death, with thefc 
heroic circumftances attending it. 
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in whom I had this account, ^^ Thofe 
)rave fellows would b^ cur to pieces for 
vant of a commander j" or words to 
I e£fe£^: Which while he was fpeaking, 
rode up to them, and cried out aloud, 
^ire on, my lads, and fear nothing.** But 

as the words were out of his mouth, 
lighlander advanced towards him with 
ythe fattened to a long pole, with which 
^ave him fuch a deep wound on his right 
I, that his fword dropped out of his 
d i and at the fame time feveral others 
ling about him, while he was thus dread* 
y entangled with that cruel weapon, he 

dragged off from his horfe. The rao- 
it he lell, another highlander, who, if 
King's evidence at Carlifle may be cre- 
id, (as I know not why they ihould not, 
ugh the unhappy creature died denying 

was one Mac-nought, who was cxe- 
sd about a year after, gave him a ftroke, 
er with a broad fword, or a Lochabar 
, (for my informant could not exaftly 
inguiib,) on the hinder part of his head, 
ch was the mortal blow. All that his 
bful attendant faw farther at this time 
, that as his hat was fallen off, he took 

his left hand, and waved it as a fignal 
im to retreat^ and added, what were tho 
words be eve^ heiard him fpeak, ^^ Taka 
are of yourfelf :*' Upon which the fer- 
t retired. 
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' ;^. 154. It was reported at Edinburgh on 
the day of the battle, by what feemed a 
confid^rabl^ authority, that as the Colonel 
lay in his wounds, he faid to ai chi^f of the 
oppofite fide, " You are fighting 'for an 
" earthly crown, I am going to. receive an 
" heavenly one 5^* or fomethihg to that 

{lurpofe. When I preached the fermon, 
ong iince printed, on occafion of- his death, 
I had great realon' to believe, this- report 
was true;; though before the publication of 
it I l^egan to be in doubt': A^d on the 
whole, after the moil accurate enquiry I 
could poflibly make at this diftance, I can- • 
not get any convincing evidence of it. Yet 
I mull here bbferve, that it does^not appear 
impollible, that fomething of this kind 
might indeed be uttered by him ; as his 
fervant teftifiesj^ that he fpoke to him after 
receiving that fatai blow, which would 
'feem mod likely to have taken away the 
power of fpeechj and as it is certain, he 
lived feveral hours after he fell. If there- 
fore any thing of this kind did happen, it 
muft have' been jiift about this inftant. But 
as to the ftory of his being taken prifoner, 
and carried to the pretended Prince, (who 
by the way afterwards rode his horle, and 
entered upon it into Derby,) with feveral 
other circcrmftances which were grafted 
upon that irtterview^ there is the m oft un- 
doubted evidence of its falfehood : For his 

attendant 
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tendant mentioned above aflures me^. that 
5 himfelf immediately fled to a mill, at 
le diftance ot about- two miles from the 
ot of ground on which the Colonel, tell^ 
here he changed his diefs, and, dilguifed 
ke a miller's fervant,. returned with. a. cart 
\ foon as poffible , which yet was not till 
ear two hours after, the engagement. The 
urry of the aftion was then pretty well . 
ver, and he found his much-honoured maf- 
T, not only plundered of hia watch and 
ther things of value, but alio ftripped of 
is upper garments, and boots j yet Hill 
reathing: And adds, that though he were 
ot capable of fpeech, yet on taking him 
p he opened his eyes, which makes ic 
Dmething queftionable, whether he were 
Itogether infenfible. In this condition, and 
I'this manner, he conveyed him to the 
hurcli of Tranent, frpm whence he was 
mmediately taken into the minifter's houfe, 
nd laid in bed^ where he continued breath- ^ 
ng and frequently groaning, ^till about ' 
leven in the forenoon ; when he took his 
inal leave of ^pain and forrow, and un- 
loubtedly rofe to thofe diftingiiifhed glo- 
mes, which are referved for thofe who have 
)een fo eminently and remarkably yir/Y/?/?// 
mto death, 

6. 155. From the moment in which he 
■ell, it was no longer a battle, but a roue 
md carnage. The cruelties, which the re- 

. . beU 
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bels (as it is generally faid, under the com- 
mand of Lord Elcho) inflifted on feme of 
the King's troogs after they had asked quar- 
ter, are dreadtuUy legible on the counte- 
nances of many who furvived it. They en- 
tered Colonel Gardiner's houfe, before he 
was carried off from the field; and, not- 
withllanding the ftrifit orders which the un- 
happy Duke of Perth (whofe condu£l is 
faid to have been very humane in many in- 
ftances,) gave to the contrary, every thing 
of value was plutKlered, to the very cur- 
tains of the oeds^ and hangings of the 
rooms. His papers were all thrown into 
the wildelt diforder, arid his houfe'made 
an hofpital, for the reception of thofe who 
were wounded in the aftion. 

$. 156. Such was the clofe of a life, 
which had been fo zealoiifly devoted to 
God, and filled up with fo many honourable 
fervices. This was the death of him, uho 
had been fo highly favoured by God, in 
the method by which he was brought back 
to him after \o long and fo great an eftrange- 
mi nt, and in the progrefs ot fo many years, 
during which (in the expreffive phrafe of 
the riioft aricjent of writers,) he had walked 

with him; to fall as God threatened the 

people of his v/rath that they Ihould do, 
with tumu/ty withjhoiitiiig^ and zv it h the found ' 
of the trumpet. (Amos ii. 2.) Several other 
very worthy, and foiue of them very emi- 
nent 
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nent perfous, fhared the fame fate; either 
now in the battle of Prefton-Pans, or 
quickly after in that of Falkiik*: Provi- 
dence, no doubt, permitting it, to "eftablifh 
our faith in the rewards ot an invifible 
world ; as well as to teach us, to ceafe 
from man, and fix our dependence on an 
almighty arm. 

§. 157. The remains of this Chriftian 
hero C^s I believe every reader is now con- 
vinced, he may juftly be called,) were in- 
terred the Tuefdfay following, Sept. 24, at 
the narilh-church at Tranent, where he had 
ufually attended divine fervice, with great 
folemnity. His obfequies were honoured 
with the prefence of feme perfons of dif- 

• S tinftion, 

* Of thcfe none were more mcirsorable than 
thofe illuflrious brothers, Sir Robert Munro, and 
Doftor Munro; wliofe tragical but [-lorious f;>LC 
was alio (hared quickly after by a third licro of the 
.family, Captain Munro of Culcnini, brother to Sir 
Robert and the Doftor. I thought of adclinr]; fomc 
account of thefe martyrs in the caufcof liberty and 
religion, in this place j but having had the plcafure 
of receiving from fome very credible and worthy 
perfons, to whom they were wc:l Vnown^ a larger 
account of them and their family, thi\n can ccnve- 
nlcntly be comprehended in a note, I chiife to make 
it a diftimSl article in the Appendix, Numb. III. by 
which I queftion not but 1 iliall oblige every intelli- 
gent and generous reader, and i ihii-k niyiclf very 
happy to have it in my power to do it. 
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ti.^flion, who were not afraid of paying 
l!.;;- J.iil piece of refpeft to his memory, 
tl. jii^Ji the country was then in the hands 
( • tht enemy. But indeed there was no 
i,rc jt hazard in this^ for his charafter was 
\o N\ til known, that even they themfelves 
J poke honourably of him, and feemed to 
join with his friends in lamenting the fall 
of fo brave and fo worthy a man. 

§. ij8. The remotefl pofterity will re- 
member, for whom the honour of fubdu- 
ing this unnatural and pernicious rebellion 
was referved ; and it will endear the perfbn 
of the illuftrious Duke of Cumberland, 
to all but the open or fecret abettors of it 
in the prefent age, and confecrate his name 
CO immortal honours among all the friends 
of religion and liberty who ihall arife after 
us. And I dare fay, it will not be imagined, 
that I at all derogate from his glory, in 
fuggeftinp, that the memory of that valiant 
and excellent perfon whole memoirs I am 
now concluding, may in fome meafure have' 
contributed to that fignal and complete vic- 
tory with which God was pleafed to crown 
the arms of his Royal Highnefs: For the 
force of fuch an example'is very animating, 
and a painful conl'cioufnefs of having de- 
ferted fuch a commander in fuch extremity 
muft at Jeaft awaken, where there was any 
fpark of generofity, an earneft defire to 

avenge 
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avenge his death on thofe who had facri- 
ficed his blood, and that of fo many other 
excellent perfons, to the viev/s of their am- 
bition, rapine, or bigotry. 

§. 159. The rcfleflions I have made in 
my funeral fermon on my honoured friend, 
and in the dedication ot It to his worthy 
and moft affli£led lady, fuperfede many 
things which might otherwife have pro- 
perly been added here. I conclude there- 
fore, with humbly acknowledging the wif- 
doni and goodnefs of that awful providence, 
which drew fo thick a gloom around him- 
in the laft hours of his life, that the luftre 
of his virtues might dart through it with a 
more vivid and obfervable ray. It is abun- 
dant matter of thankfulnefs, that fo %nal 
a monument of grace, and ornament of^the 
Chriitian profeffion, was raifed in our age 
and country, and fpared for fo many ho- 
nourable and ufeful years. Nor can all the 
tendernefs of the moft affeftionate tiiend- 
Ihip, while its forrows bleed afrelh in the 
view of fo tragical a .fcene, prevent my 
adoring the gracious appointment of the 
great Lord of all events, that when the day 
in which he muft have expired without an 
enemy appeared fo very near, the laft ebb 
of his generous blood fhould be poured 
out, as a kind of facred libation, to the li* 
berties of his country, and the honour of 

S 2 his 
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his God! that all the other virtues of hi* 
charafter, embalmed as it were by that pre- 
cicus llream^ ;night difFufe around a more 
fcxcenlive fragrancy, and be tranfmitted to 
the mofl remote pofteiity, with that pecu- 
liar charm, which they cannot but derive 
from their connexion with fo gallant a fall: 
An event (as that blelTed ApoiUe, of whofe 
fpiric he fo deeply drank, has exprellled it,) 
according to bis earneft expeifation^ and his 
hope J that in him Ckkist might be gloria 
Jjcd in all things ^ ivhether by his Ufe^ or by 
his death. 
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Numb. L 
Relating to the Colonel's Perfon. 

IN the midft of fo many more important 
articles, I had really forgot to fay any 
thing of the perfon of Colonel Garimner, 
of which neverthelefs it may be proper here 
to add a word or two. It was, as I am in- 
formed, in younger life remarkably grace- 
ful and amiable: And I can ealiiy believe 
it, from what I knew him to be, when our 
acquaintance began; though he was then 
turned of fifty, and had gone through. fo- 
many fatigues as well as dangers, which 
could not but leave fomt- traces on hJs 
countenance. He was tall, Ql fuppofe, 
fomething more than lix feet,) well pro- 
portioned, and ftrongly built: His eyes of 
a dark grey, and not very large ; his fore- 
head pretty. highs his nofe of a length and 

S 3 heighc 
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height no way remarkable, but very well 
fuited to his other teatures ^ his cheeks not 
very prominent, his mouth nioderately large, 
and his chin rather a little inclining (when 
I knew him) to be peaked. He had a ftrong 
voice, and lively accent ; with an air very 
intrepid, yet attempered with much gentle- 
nefs: And there was fomething in his man- 
ner of addrefs more perfeftly eafy and 
obliging, which was in a great meafure the 
refult of the great candour and benevolence 
of his natural temper^ and which, no 
doubt, was much improved by the deep hu- 
mility which divine grace had wrought into 
his hearts ^^ ^^11 ^^ ^^^ having been ac« 
cuilomed from his early youth, to the com- 
pany of perfons of diftinguiihed rank and 
polite behaviour. 

The pidure of him, which is given at 
the begmnin^ of thefe memoirs, was taken 
from an ongioal done by Van Deeft, (a 
Dutchman brought into Scotland by Gene- 
ral Wade,) in the year 1727, which was the 
40th of his age ; and is laid to have been 
very like him then, though far from being 
an exa£l refemblance of what he was when 
I had the happinefs of being acquainted with 
him. Perhaps he would have appeared to 
the greatefl advantage of all, could he have 
been exa£):ly dfawn on horfeback ; as many 
very good judges, and among the reft the 
celebrated Monf. Faubert himfelf, have 

fpoken 
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cen of him as one of the compleceft 
(emen that has ever been known : And 
re was indeed fomething fo fingularly 
:eful in his appearance in that attitude, 
: it was fufEcient (as what is very emi- 
t: in its kind generally is,) to ftrike an 
not formed on any critical rules. 
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Numb. IL 

POETICAL PIECES 

On the Death of Colonel Gardiner. 

SO animating a fubjeft as the death of 
fuch a man, in fuch circumftances, has 
occafioned a great deal of Poetry. Some 
of this has already been publiflied j efpe- 
cially one large compofition, faid to be 
done by a worthy Clergyman in Lincola- 
Ihire^ in which there are many excellent 
lines and noble fentiments: But I rather 
choofe to refer to the piece itfelf, than to 
infert any extrafts from it here. It may be 
more expedient to oblige my reader with 
the following Copy of Verfes, and an 
Elegiac Poem, compofed by two of rny va- 
luable friends whofe names are annexed. I 
could not prefume to attempt any thing ot 
this kind myfelf 5 becaufe 1 knew, that no- 
thing I was capable of writing could pro- 
perly exprefs my fenfe of his worth, or de- 
fcribe the tendernefs of my friendfliips the 
fentiments of which will (as I afluredly be- 
lieve,) mingle themfelves with the lafl ideas 

i which 
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which pafs through my mind in this world, 
and perhaps with fome of the firft which 
may open upon it in that which is to come. 

VERSES 

On the Death of. Colonel Gardiker. 
By the Rev. Mr. Benjamin Scwden. 

^lis deftderio fit pudotj aut modus j 

Tarn chari capitis F HoR. 

COULD Piety perpetuate human breath, 
Or fhield one mortal from the (hafts of death, 
Thou ne'er, illuftrious man ! thou ne'er had ft been 
A pal id corpfe on Prefton's fatal plain. 
Or could her hand, tho' impotent to fave 
Confummate worth, redeem it from the grave. 
Soon would thy um refign its facrec* tnift. 
And recent life re-animate thy duft. 

But vain the wifli. — ^The favage hand of war— 
Oh how (hall words the mournful talc declare ! 
Too foon the news afflifted friendfliip hears, 
Too foon, alas ! confirm'd her boding fears. 

Struck with the found, unconfcious of redrefs, 
She felt thy wounds, and wept fevere diftrefs. 
A while difTolv'd in trucelefs grief fhe lay. 
Which left thee to relentlefs rage a prey. 

At length kind Fame fufpends our heaving fighs, 
And wipes the forrows from our flowing eyes \ 
Gives us to know, thine exit well fupply'd 
Thofe blooming laurels Viftory dcny'd. 
When thy great foul fupprefs'd each timid moan, 
And foar'd triumphant in a dying groan, 

Thy 
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TKy &I1| which rais'd, now calms each wild coix^ 

plaint, 
Thy fall, which join'd the bero to thc/aint. 

As o'er th' expiring lamp the quiv'ring flame 
Collets its luftre in a brighter gleam, 
Thy virtues, glimm'ring on the verge of night, 
Thro' the dim (hade diffus'd celeftial light ; 
A radiance, death or time can ne*(er deraroy, 
Th' aufpicious omen of eternal joy. 

Hence ev'ry unavailing grief ! No* more 
As haplefs thy removal we deplore. 
Thy guOiing veins, in ev'ry drop they bleed. 
Of patriot warriors fhed the fruitlefs feed. 
Soon fliall the ripen'd harveft rife in arms 
To crufh Rebellion's infolent alarms- 
While profp'rous moments footh'd thro' life his 
way, 
Concealed from public view the hero lay : 
But when affliction clouded his decline,^ 
It not eclips'd, but made his honours ihinc ; 
Gave them to beam confpicuous from the gloom^, 
And plant unfading trophies round his tomb. 
So ftars are loft, amidft the blaze of day : 
But when the fun withdraws his golden ray, 
Refulgent thro' th* atherial arch Aey roll. 
And gild the wide expanfe from pole tp pole^. 
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An E L E G Y 

On the Death of the truly pious, and brave 
Col. James Gardiner, who was flain 
by the Rebel-Forces, Sept. 21, 1745, in 
the fatal a£lion at Prefton-Pans« 

By the Rev. Mr. Thomas Gihbons. 

Nam, dum duelli latior, hojlica 
Opprobrioritm murtnura vindice 

Excufat enfe^ barbararum 

immoftuus aggeribus cohortunti 
Prafe6ia tandem colla voUubili 
Lapfu redinatm Sedfamula prope 

Decufqucj prafigntfque virtus f 

Semianimem fubiere dextra : 
M0X9 expeditis corpore manibus, 
Deprceliatrix gloria Jiderum 

Occurrity etfidvo reclinem 

Ire jubet fuper ajira curru* 

Casimir. 

I. 

COME, Melancholy, from the ftony cave 
The fcoop of Time for thee has made 
Under the broad cliflTs ihade. 
Upon the naked ihore, 
Where warring tempefts roar 
In concert with the hoarfe-refounding wave : 
Come, but with folemn gait, 
With trickling eyes, 
And heavy fighs, 
And all the Tcutcheon'd pomp of fate ; 

And 
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And bring with thee th&cyprefs, and the yew, 
All bath'd and dropping with the mortal diw, 
lb this fcquefter'd bow*r ; 
And let the midnight hour 
Be hung in deeper glooms by thee. 
And bid each gay idea flee : 
While all the baleful images of woe, 
llaat haunt the marble buft, 
Or hover round fepulchr'd duft. 
With confcious horrors all my foul o'erflow. . 
For 'tis no vulgar death 
Urania means to mourn ; 
But in a doleful ftrain 
She bids the harp complain. 
And hangs the fim'ral wjeath 
On Gardiner's awful urn. 

U. 

Gardiner, what rarious fame 
For ever crowns thy name? 
Nor is it poflible to fay. 
Or if the faint's, or hero's ray 
Shone brighteft in that blended blaze, 
That form'd thine ample round of praife. 
like Mofes on the facred hill. 
How haft thou ftood with pleading eyes, 
O^uftretching hands, and fervent "cries, 
11 Mwearicd wreftler with the ikies ! 
Tiil Heav'n, refponfive to thy will. 
Would all thy largeft wi flies fill *, 
Till the high-brandifh'd bolt afid'e was thrown* 
.And t' lefull blemngftream'd m \\ Iver miirm iirs dowiu 
Nor lefs a Jofhua, than a Moies, thou ; 
} 'or oft in Liberty's high ftrife 
Ijlaft d)ou expos'd thy gen 'reus life, 
And with impatient aidors on tliv brow, - 

Ruai'il 
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Ruih'd foremoft in the horrid van of fight, 
Driving the troops of Tyranny to flight, 
Unfhaken m the noble caufe 
[o pluck her bloody fangs, and break her iron jaws* 

III. 

When Anna fent her chofen chief, 
Vi£terious Marlborough, 

To Europe's groans to give relief 
In Bo u R B o n's overthrow ; 

Renowned Ram ilia's tented field. 

Where Gallia drop'dher idlefhield 

And to the British ftandard krieel'd, - 
Beheld young Gardiner, there. 
Young Gard'ner, where the combat mow'd 

The falling ranks, and widely ftrow'd 
Deftruflbion and defpair. 

Wielded ferene his youthful arms. 

And, kindling at the dire alarms, 
EnjoyM the raging war : 

But here, (for fteel and flying (hot 

Fall chiefly to the hero's lot,) 
Swift thro' his lips the glancing bullet rung. 
His lips, on which th'unfinifti'd oath was hung; 

Nor ftopt its wing'd impetuous force, 
Till thro' the neck it plough'd its angry couf fe. 
Amazing thought ! .that they who life expofe 
Where all the thunder of tlie battle glows. 

Who fee pale Death triumphant ride 

Upon the crimfon's furging tide. 
In blafphemy and proud contempt (hould riic, 
And hurl their mad defiance to the (kies ; 

Whither a moment may convey 
Their fouls, diflodgingfrom their quiv'ring clay. 
To take their laft inexorable doom. 
Big with immortal wrath, and dire defpair to come. 

T IV. Such 
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IV. 

Such Gardiner was ia e^Iy youth ; 

And while the warrior's rays 
Beam'd round his head, celeftial Truth 

He fpurn'd, and fcorn'd her ways : 
And, tho' the Almighty arm was near. 
Made his endangei'd life its care. 
And heal'd the burning fores ; 
Yet vice, coUeGing witlv his ftrength. 
Soon, foon buifts out in wilder lengthy 
And like a torrent roars. 
Now in the wide enchanting bowl 
The hero melts his manly foul ; 
And now he blots the ihades of night 
With blacker fcenes of lewd delight : 
Anon in fport he lifts his brow to Heav'n, 

And fwears by the Eternal Name ; 
Aiks that the bolt may on his head be driv'n, 
And- courts the lagging flame. 
So Pharoah, when the fer rifli blains 

No more embofs'd his flelh, 
Nor fliot infe£lion.thro' his veins^ 
AiTum'd his rage a-frcfh ; 
And hard, grew harder ftill. 
And propp'd on his wild will. 
Set up the ftandard of his prid^ 
Cur5*d Ifr'el's God and King, and all his plagues 

dcfy'd. 

V. 

But, Mufe, in fofter notes relate. 
For fofter notes upon thee wait, . 
HowGard':ner, when his youth had rang'd 
Thefe guilty fcenes, to Heav'n eflxang'd, 
Faus'd in his mid career, and was divinely chang'd. 

That 
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Ihat Gqd, whofe piercing radiance darts 
O'er all our ways, and all our hearts, 
The bold tranfgreflbr from his throne furvey'd. 
And thus in ^accents breathing mildhefs faid : 
'• Go, Mergy, chargM with my fupreme com- 
mand, 
** Thou faireft daughter thron'd at my right hand, 
" Go, wing thy downward race, 
<* And ft op that rebel in his furious way j 
*' His heart fliall thy vidtorious call obey, 
** And take the willing ftamp of grace : 
*^ For never iliall thy call fuccefslcfs prove, 
" And thou lament thy baffled aim, 
** If thou but dart thy chofen flame, 
** ArmM with the SAViouK'senergy of love." 
He fpolcc ; and gave th' Almighty nod, 
Thre fanftion of th* Eternal God : 
At once the joyful news is propagated round, 

Loud anthems from the golden roofs rebound, 
And Heav'n's high cryftal domes remurniur with 

the found. 

VI. 

Meucy obeys ; and from th'e empyreal height 

Precipitates her glfttVing flight \ 
A ftarry circle fparkled round her head. 
And a wide rainbow o'er her progrefs fpread. 
Mufe, fmg the wond'rous plan. 
And fing the wond'roiis hour. 
In which the Sov'reign Pow*r 
Th' almighty work began, 
And fignaliz'd her arm, and triumph'd oe'r the man. 
Beht on aduh'rous fhame 
The tfitiriefiftie beheld ; 
His bofom burnt with guilty flame, 
And at the future joy in fecret raptures fwell'd : 

T 2 Enrag'd 
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Enrag'd he curs'd the lazy moon 
In her no£hirnal tour, 
That thought his blifs would come too fooiL> 
And clog^d the midnight hour. 
'Twas then, when Lull's malignant fway 
Had ftified Confcience' pang, and fmotherM Rea* 

fon's ray. 
That Mercy ftept between 
Th' adult'rer and his finful fcene ; 
And painted, on hi$ mental fight, 
Drefs'd round in beams divinely bright. 
The Saviour ftretch'd upon the tree. 
In purple fweats, and dyirtg agony : 
(Such was the vifion, and the blaze the fame. 

That Saul, intent on murders, faw, 
When Jtsu s, fpeaking from the radiant flame, 
0*erwhelm'd his confcious foul with awe.) 
Then thus a voice arrefts his ear : 
•* See, Gardiner, fee thy Saviour here! 
f* And was this wood 
** Ting'd in my blood, 
^' And did I languifh in thefe woes for thee, 
** And can'ft thou plunge thefe recent wounds 
<* in me P' 
O'erpowYd with vaft furprife» 
A prifoner of the fkics 
The fwoo^ing champion falls, 
And Fear, that never yet his foul had (hook. 
Bedews his limbs, glares wild upon his looky 

And all his foul appalls ; 
But half the agony was unfulfilled, ^. 

Till Mercy from her cryftal urn inftilPd 
Fierce on his heart three burning drops* 
Drops that from Sinai came, 

Flora 

* See Milton's Paradife Lofty B. xi. L. 416. 
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FromSinai, where th'AlitiightyThundererforms 
His fhafted lightnings, and his bolted ftorms, 
And from whofe boiling tops 
The wild fiilphureous furge runs downin liquid flame* 
Stung with tV imfufFerable fmart, 

That fcfter'd at his heart, 
Gardiner awakes, and round he throws 
His ghaftly eyes, and fcarce he knows 
Or if he lives in Nature's midnight gloom. 
Or, clos'd in Heirs unfathomable womb. 
Black o'er his head eternal horrors roll. 
And the keen gnawingAvorm devours his innioft foul. 

VIL 

But when his wandVing thought had found 
Himfelf a tenant of the ground. 
Still, ftill his confcience felt the flaming wound. 
Sudden before hi.^ profpeft glows 
The everlafting gulph of woes j 
From the o'erhanging brink he fecms to bend, 
(The brink, that cramlnlcd as he flood, 
And nodded o'er the dr^dful flotxi,) 
And down in beadlorxg ruin to defcend 
To the broad burning waves, and pains that never 

end. 
He turns, but ah! no friendly hand, 
Nor fpark of glimm'ring hope, appears 
Amidfl the raging torment ot his fears ; 
But, outlaw'd from the realms of fhinifag blifs. 
He thinks he feels the unejrtinguiih'd -fires, 
A waving wafle of blue afcendiiig fpires. 
And plunges in the bottomlcfs at^ft : 
For, Oh! his iins in crouding. numbers ftand. 
And each tempt^vengeancc from tlx' Almiglity 
band; 

T 3 But 
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But fiercer o*er the reft Ingratitude appears, . 
That fcorn'd the Saviour's love, and flaming hor- 
ror wears. 
But while in fad confufion to&'d, 

And tortur'd With defpair, 
He doom'd his foul for ever loft. 
The bright aetherial Fair 
(For 'twas her kind defign, 
Not to deftroy, but to refine,) 
Amidft the darknefs and the ftorma 
Her facred embafly performs ; 
For Guilt difplay'd in all its frightful dyes. 
And crimfon'd over with Redeeming Blood, 
Draws out the rolling anguifh from his eyes, 
And all his ftubbom foul with low fubmiftlon bowM. 
"Fis DONE : O miracle of love, 
Not minds below, nor minds above, 
Great God, can trace thy myftic ways, 
And pay the equal note of praife. 
'Tis done. Andnowwithoutftretch'd wings 
Back to the ikies the radiant Pow'r witlidrew; 
And, as her mounting path flie fprings. 
The filvcr trump of viftory ftie blows. 
In ftronger dyes her arch refulgent glows, 
And a far-ftieaming glory tracks th' aetherial blue. 

vm. 

At once abjuring all his fins, 

Gard'ner the heav'nly life begins, 

And pleads the honours of his God 

With irrefiftiblc defence 

Againft the coloured arts of Eloquence, 

Tho' clouded with his Maker**- frown, and trufli'd 

beneath his rci^. 

But quickly a celeftial ray, 

Shot o'er has foul unclouded day, 

And 
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And balmy dews, and blooming life were giv'n, 
The early antepaft of Heav'n. 
And now what equal words can paint 
HowGard'ner, freed from tyrant Lufts, 
Nor longer tofs'd in Paffion^s gufts. 
Felt, fpoke, and a£ked all the Saint? 
That holy Name, which he profan'd before, 
Behold him now with fuppliant knee adore ; 
At morn and ev'n his warm devotions rife, 
Like clouds of incenfe, fragrant to the (kies : 
No more the grape's nedareous juice 
Could tempt beyond a prudent ufe ; 
No wanton fpeech defiFd his tongue ; 
No deed defign'd his neighbour wrong : 
But the fair ftreams of Innocence 
And unconfin'd Benevolence, 
O'er all his life uninterrupted ran. 
And thro* their cryftal mirrors fhew'd the man. 

"The numerous chara£t6rs he bore 
With a diftinguifh'd praife he wore, . 
And Subjeft, Soldier, Huiband, Parent, Friend, 
He blended, and ennobled to the end. 
Now with feraphic tranfports fir'd, 
The pinions of his zeal afpir'd. 
Scarce patient till he brqke the fnortal fhell. 
And bid this empty fcene, and dufky globe, farewel. 
Heav'n was his home, and to his home he bent. 
And ere the rounds of fatal life were fpent, 
Thither his paffions would divinely roll, 
The fwift-wing'd heralds (rf his coming foul. 
Peace at his tent would often light, and fing. 
And fhed the dewy blcffings from her wing j 
And rills, devolving from the fount above. 
Poured o'er his heart cxtatic life, and love. 

IX. Thus 
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IX. 

Thus Gard'ner Uv'dj till from the gloomy North 
Rebellion, grafping targe and fteelly arms, 
Rufli'd, like a mountain boar, impetuous forth, 
And {hook our realms with horrible ahrms; 
R I. B i: L L I o K aiming at one waftefiil fway , 
To ftrifcethe diadem from Brunswick's head, 
Tear Liberty, and all her mound3 away, 
And Popery's o'erwhdming horrors fpread. 
The news to Gardiner came, " 
And fann'd the noble flame, 
Which pureRELiGiONjHeav'n-bomLiB'ERTY, 

And dauntlefs Fortitude had raisM ; 
And as the gath'ring terrors thundered nigh. 
With a redoubled ftrength the mounting fervors 

blaz'd. 
What, tho'Diftempcr had fubdu'd his limbs, 
And, Age defrauded half the purple ftreamsi . 
That bloom'd his features o'er. 
When in Rebellion's ftorm before 
He, fifing m the glorious caufe 
Of George's rights, and Britain's laws, 
Swept do^vn the trait'rous 'files, and Pres ton fwam 

with gore ; 
Yet his unbroken foul difdains 
Age's dull load of cramps and pains ; 
His youthful rage returns, 
And for the battle burns : 
Then, fpringing from Francissa's tender arms, 
Diflblv'd in ffowing tears, 
O'erwhelm'd with boding fe^rs. 
And only folac'd with the view 
That Heav'n their friendfliip would renew; 
, He, in the unfhaken confidence of pray'r, 
Sways the keen flame of his revenging fword 
For his Eternal, and his earthly Lord, 

Serenely 
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Serenely meets the dangers wild alarmsy 
Plants his embattled lorce, and waits the rufhingwar. 
So Michael *, bent on glorious fight, 
Againft Satanic rage and might. 

Came towering to the field ; 
Unconfcious of a quivering fear, 
He faw the foe his duflcy horrors rear, 
Wave his broad flaming fword, and heave his 

moony ihield. 

X. 

Not far from where Eoina lifts 

Her tow'rs into the fkies, 
Or where the ocean-bounding clifts 

In clouded fummits rife, 
Preston extends her humble cots, 

Long, long unknov^n to fame ; 
But flymg routs, and purple fpots 

Have ftampM th' eternal fhame« 

Here, here, (Oh could Time's brazen pen 
Daih the reproach away, 

Or, as the day returns again. 
Might midnight choak its ray!) 

Britannia*s troops in vain , 

Opposed the Rebel-hoft, 
And fled inglorious o'er the plain, 
Their courage wither*d and their ftandards loft. 

Mufe, paint the doleful fcene 

With fighs and tears between 5 

For fighs and tears (hould rife 
From ev'ry British heart, and gulh from all our eyes. 

Swift on the loyal van 

The yellow furies ran, 
Like the wild ocean that has rent 
Its (hores, and roars along the continent \ 

Or 
* Milton's Paradife Loft^ B. vi. L. 255. , 
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Or the wing'd lightning^ li^id glare 
Darting along th' immeauired fields of air. 
Confound^ at the (hcKk, 
The yielding fquadrons broke : 
And now, (for Hell infpir'd^c throng,) 
The gloomy mirrd'rers riifli*d along j 
And iicrce the fteelly Uade 
Its hQrrid -circles playM, 
Till hideous cries, 
Quiv'ring (ighs, ' 
Hopelefs fcredms, 
Batter'd limbs. 
Bloody ftreams, 
. And univerfal rout deform'd the ground, 
Laid wafte the British ftrength, and the wide 

champaign drown'd. 
" Comeon, comecnP' mad El cho cries, 
And for his murders thanks the fkies, 
(While the Italian from afar> 
Too foft a foul to mix in war, 
Eiijoying all the guilt, beheld 
His bloody harpies tear the field,) 
«< Ply, ply the thirfty fteel, 
" Round the full vengeance wheel ; 
** Each heretic muft yield his breath 
" That for the HAMOvEKXAiit brood, 
" Or lifts a ftvord, 
*^ Or fpeaks a word ; 
" Come, gorge your fouls with deaths 
*^ And drown your fteps in blood : 
*^ Think, think What .blifsful periods roll behind, 
** Let London's mighty plunder fill your mind, 
** When boundlefs wealm-^flil be with boundlefs 

** empire join'd.** . 

XL Gard- 
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XI. 

Gard'njbri with mind elate 
Above die rage of fate, 
His country's bulwark flood 
*Midft broken Knes of death, and rifii^ waves of 

blood. 
His foul difdains retreat^ 
Tho* urg'd by foul defeat; 
Now to his fcatt^nng friends he calls, 
To wheel again and charge the foe ; 
Now hurls the wide-deftroying balls, 
Now deals the vengeful blow. 
Forfaken and alone, 
And torn with gaihing wounds, 
He hears thetrei^'nonsihout, he hears the loyal groan ; 
But nought the purpofe of his foul confoimds z - 
And ftill with new delight 
He tempts the midmoft fight, 
Propp'd on his facred caufe, and courage of his own* 
Th' embattled ranks of foot he fpies 

Without a. leading chief. 
And, like a (hooting rav, he flies 

To lend his brave rdirf* 
Here the broad weapon's forceful fway, 

Swun^ with tempeftuous hand, 
Plough'd thro' his flefli its furious wayt 
And ftretch'd him on the ftrand. 
Welt'ring in gore, with fiery fiends befct. 

The dying Gard'ner lies ; 
No gentle hand to wipe the mortal fweat, 
And clofe his fwimming eyes. 
The unrelenting crew 
The hero difarray'd ; 
But ftruck at his majeftic view. 

Their fouls were half difmay'd : 

And, 
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And, had not Hell inftamp'd its hate. 
Their ftoriy eye-balls o'er his fate 
Had ftream'd with human woe; for heavenly mild 
Heo'ertheirgloomyformstheChriftianpardonimird. 
But not a tear muft bathe, or garment {hield% 
His mangled limbs from fight, 
Down-trodden in the fight : 
While his fair manfion, that o'er-^ops the field, 
The naked murder fees, and trembles froni its height. 
Still the departing flame of life 
Wav*d languifliing in doubted ftrife ; 
Till, fuch his fervant's faithful care, 
(May Heav'n's diftinguifhed goodnefs crown 
The goodnefs to his mailer (hown!) 
The wheels flow-moving^i from the fcenes of war. 

To Tranent bore th' expiring chief, 
In fullen founds remurm'ring to his grief. 
Urania, mark the melancholy road, « 
And with thy tears efliace the fcatt'ring blood ; 
Nor flop, till on the late repofing,bed 
(Oh ! ratter, 'tis the fun'ral bier ! ) 
You fee the hero's palid body fpread, . 
And his laft anguifh hear. 
Half-choak'd with clotted gore, 
^He draws the hollow moan ; 
Flittir^g his pulfe, and fix'd his.cyes^ 
All pale and motionlefs he lies. 
Arid feems to breathe no more.— 



Oh! that's the life-diflblving groan :- 



Farewel, dear man ! for in that pang thy mind 
Soars to its God, and leaves the clog behind. 

XII. 

Gard'ner is dead ! The bloody' trump of 

Fame 
Prochim'd the mighty death ; 

In 
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In ev'ry look the pofting rumour came. 
And flew on ev'ry breath. 
The widoVd partner of his life 
The doleful tidings hears, 
And, filent in ftupendous grief, 
Her eyes refufe their tears : 
- OpprefsM beneath th' immeafurable weight, 
Her fpirit faints away, 
As, fympathetic with the hero's fate, 
It meant to quit its clay. 
The pledges of his love 
Their filial duty prove, 
And each with tender hand uprcars. 
With hands all cover'd o'er in tears. 
Their mother's finking head ; 
And groan refounds to groan : 
For, oh ! the beft of hufbands gone. 
The beft of fathers dead ! 
But Gard'ne.r's death is more than private woej 
Wide and more wide th* increafing forrows runj 
O'er British lands unlimited they go. 
And fly a-crofs the feas, and travel with the fan. 
Religion, that from heav'n had bow'd 
To watch the fcale of fight, 
When holy Gard'ner fell, 
Who lov'd, and who adorn'd her caufe fo well, 
Retir'd behind a crimfon cloud, 
Nor could fuftain the fight. 
Britannia, where flie fate 
Upon the fea-beat fhore 
To eye the battle's fate. 
Her filver mantle tore : 
Then thus, her bluihing honours wann'd, 
Her fceptre quiv'ring in her hand, 
Her laurels withcr'd^ and her head declin'd. 
Ten thoufand terrors boding in her mind, 

U She 
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She to the deep in bitter wailings griev'd, 
While her fall'ii helm the trickling drops receiv'd; 
** What havock of my martial force 

" Has this fad morn beheld, 
*' Torn, gafliM, and heap'd without remorfe 

" Upon the naked field? 
** But Gardiner's death-afflifts me moil, 
" Than whom a chief I could not boaft 
** More faithful, vigilant and brave \ 
** And fliould acrofs his grave 
" An hecatomb of Highland-Brutes be flain, 
" They could not recompenfe his injured ghoft, 
** Nor fully quench my rage, and wipe away my 

«« ftain." 

XIII. 

But fee, in fplendid ftate 
Cherubic convoys come, 
And waft the hero from his fate 
To his celeftial home. : 
Now, now he fails along. 
Encircled with the throng, 
(The throng, that clap their mantling wings, 
And to loud triumphs ftrike their ftrings,) 
Thro' liquid feas of day 
Ploughing the azure way. 
Till to the ftarry tow'rs the fquadrons rife. 
The flarry tow'rs, thick fown with pearl and gold, 

Their adamantine leaves unfold. 
And fhew the entrance to th' empyreal fkies : 
Through them our' hero mark'd his road. 
And through the wheeling ranks of heav'n 
An unobftrufted path was giv'n. 
Till he attarn'd the eternal throne of Gop ; 
A throne that blaz'd in uncreating beams. 
And from its footftool gufh'd unnumber'd ftreams. 

Streams, 
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Streams, that in everlafting currents roll, 

And pour the boundlefs joy o'er all th' expanded foul. 

Well haft thou donCy th' Almighty Father fpoke.; 

JVell haft thou done, th' exalted Jesus cry'd ; 

IVell haft thou done^ (all Heav'n the Euge took,) 

The Saints and Angels in their foni;> reply 'd. 
And now a robe of fpotlefs white, 
But where the Saviour's flowing vein 
Had blufh'd it with a fanguine flain, 
Inveftr. him round : In various light 
(For fuch was the divine command,) 

Refulgent on his brows a crown was placM ; 

And a triumphal palm his better hand 
With golden bloiToms grac'd. 
Nigh to the feat of blifs 
His manfion was afTign'd ; 
Sorrow and fin forfook his breaft. 
His weary foul was now at reft. 
And life, and love, and extafies 

Unbound his fecrct pow'rs, and overflowed his mind, 

' XIV. 

Nor has thy life, heroic man, been fpilt 
Without a wrath proportioned to the guilt : 
Enkindled by the cries that rofe 
From thy dear facred blood, with thofe 
That fhriek'd for vengeance from the brave 

MUNROS, 

Who fell a martyr'd facrifice 
To cool remorfelefs butcheries, 
Heav'n fends its Angel righteoufly feverc. 
And ftrom the foe exafts the laft arrear. 

For when the barb'rous bands. 
Thick as the fwarmsthat black'ned Egypt's ft rands, 
And furious as the winter's ruftiing rains 
Impell'd by whirlwinds thro' the plains, 

U 2 Had 
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Had o'er our country roll*d. 
Young Wi L L I A M rofc, (aufpicious name. 
Sacred to Liberty and Fame !) 
And their mad rage controlled. 
Back to their hills and bogs they fled, 
(For Terror wing'd their nimble fpeed,) 

And howl'd for help in vain : 
William purfu'd, and launched his vengeful ire, 
(As o'er the ftubble runs the crackling fire,) • 

Upon the grov'ling train : 
Shudd'ring with horror and defpair 
With belFwing pain they rend the air. 
Till Culloden's illuftrious moor 
Groan'd with the heaps of flain, and fmok'd with 

rebel-gore. 
Then, Mufe, fupprefs thy.rifing fighs, * 
And wipe the anguifh from thine eyes ; 
Sing, how Rebellion has receiv'd its doom. 
How Gard'ner dwells in his eternal home, 
And in each British heart has rais'd a lading 

tomb. 



Numb, 
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Numt). III. 

An Account of fome remarkable Parti- 
culars concerning the ancient Family 
of the MuNROS of Fowlis. 



WHILE I was endeavouring to do juf* 
tice to the memory of that excel- 
lent man, and moll beloved friend, whofe 
Memoirs J have now concluded j and was 
mentioning, in the courfe of my narration, 
the tragical confequences which the unna- 
tural rebellion by which he fell had drawn 
along with it, and the many other valuable 
perfons of which it had alfo deprived usj I 
could' not but particularly refleft on the 
awful cataftrophe ot Sir Robert Munro, 
and his two brothers, the Captain and the 
DoStor^ who all within thecompafs of eight 
months, and in left than twelve after the 
death of Colonel Gardiner, with whom they 
were well acquainted, and to whom they 
were allied in the bonds of a virtuous and 
honourable friendlhip, fell a facrifice to the 
rage and cruelty of the fame lavage deftroy- 
ers. — I was defirous of interweaving fo re- 

\J 3 markeble 
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markable a piece of hillory, with a fubieft, 
to which ic was, alas ! fo nearly connected : 
And therefore I applied myfeli to a perfon 
of high rank mou nearly related to them, 
on whofe information I was fure I might en- 
tirely depend i intreating the favour of fuch 
an account of thefe three excellent brothers, 
and of the circumftances of their death, as 
I might fafely and properly offer to the 
view of the public. 

This honourable perfon referred me to a 
gentleman, well acquainted with the hif- 
tory of the family ot the Munros of Fow- 
lis, and podefTed of a diftinSb hiftorical ac- 
count of ic taken from the annals which 
have been kept of that family for many i^es 
paft, and from the old writs, charters, 
and other authentic deeds belonging to it, 
which are the vouchers of the(e annals. 

This gentleman was pleafed to favour me 
with a pretty large hiftorical account of this 
family, begmning it much higher, and car- 
rying it through a much wider extent, than 
I could have expe£i:ed from the particular 
view with which 1 fir ft requefted informa- 
tion.— —I next obtained inftruftions on the 
fame fubje6l from a gentleman at London. 

1 was then furniihed with a particular 

relation from another gentleman, a pious 
minifter of the church of Scotland, with 
whom I have the happinefs of being well 
acquainted. And as all thefe are perK>ns o(f 

fuch 



fuch a charadier, that none who know them 
can queftion the veracitv and teftimony of 
each, fo they were eacn of them happy in 
a moft intimate acquaintance with all the 
three deceafed brothers, after whom I in- 
quired.^ And laft of all, I received from 

a fourth gentleman an hiftorical account of 
this family from the moft early times; 
which, by the date it bears, was compiled 
A great many years ago, and which, it feems, 
was intended to have been publifhed in an 
hiftorical account of feme of the ancient fa- 
milies of Scotland , which work became 
abortive through the death of the author. 

When I compared thefe feveral accounts, 
as I received them from time to time, it 
gave me ereat fatisfaftion to find them all 
agree, and tally fo exaftly, in their accounts 
ot this family, and of the three excellent 
brothers laft deceafed.^— — On an attentive 
perufal of thefe informations, I found they 
contained what was too curious and im- 
portant to be loft, aod yet too long to be 
inferted in the Memoirs of Colonel Gar- 
diner, without breaking the unity of defign 
in a manner that would have proved incon- 
venient. 1 concluded, therefore, that 

(eipecially as thofe Memoirs were finiihed 
before fome of thefe papers came to my 
hands,) it would be beft to prefent it to the 
world in a diftin^ piece, conne£led by way 

of 
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of Appendix co the former. And I feel a moft 
fenfible pleafure in the addition I am htreby 
makine to the work, as it is pairing feme 
licde debt of gratitude to tne illnftrious 
dead ^ and at the^ fame time doing a juft ho- 
nour to the furviving branches- ot a family, 
from whence fo many heroes have Ibrung, 
and of which there are ilUl Cthougn after 
much fad defolation made in it) moft wor- 
thy remains. And I hope, that it may not 
only entertain my readers with fome re- 
markable fafts worthy of commemoration, 
but excite in their breafts, fomething of the 
fame generous fpirit, to which nothing can 
more powerfully inftigate the mind than 
the view of fuch glorious examples. 

The family of the Munros of Fowlis 
is among the moil ancient and honourable 
families in the north of Scotland, and has 
generally been remarkable for a brave, 
martial, and heroic fpirit. It is mentioned 
by Buchanan with a memorable teftimony*, 
when after Ipeaking of the difficulties ia 
which Mary Queen of Scots was involved 
at Invernefs, he adds, ^' That as foon as 
*^ they heard .of their Sovereign's danger, 

^' a gxeat 

* Audito Principis periculoy magna prifcortm 
Scotorum multitudo affuit^ imprimis Frajerii et 
Munroiij hominum f^rtijfimorum in illis gintibus fdr^ 
milicif^^ Buchan. Hift. Lib. xvii. pag. 6x8. 
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" a great number of the ancient Scots 
" poured in around her, efpecialiy the 
*^ Frafers and Munros ^ whicn (fays hie) 
" were efteemed among the moft valiant 
^^ of the clans inhabiting thofe countries/* 
And how well the latter have ever fince 
continued to deferve that chara£ler, the fol- 
lowing Memoirs, brief as they are, may in 
fome degree fliew. 

The Munros of Fowlis have, in every 
one of their generations, been intermarried 
with many ot the beft families of nobility 
and gentry in the north of Scotland. And 
it is yet more for their honour, that they 
were among the firft in thofe parts that 
embraced the Rjeformation, and have ever 
fince been zealous aflertors of it. And 
many of them have not only given great 

Sountenance and encouragement to the Mi- 
iflers of the Gofpel in the pariihes under 
their influence, in confequence of which a 
great harvefl: of moft eminent Chriftians 
Hath been produced there; but alfo have 
themfelves been iignal examjples of true 
piety, and a behaviour in all its branches 
moft ornamental to a Chriftian profeflioa. 
— — »I fear, there have been few families, 
to which fuch a character can be univer* 
ially applied : But it is certain, that fo far 
as it is the cafe, it is the moft illuftrioas of 
all hereditary honours ; and therefore feems 
to have been mentioned wilii the utmoft 

propriety 
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propriety by nsy fever^l correfpoodents in 
this conne&ioD. 

Accordiog to Buchaiun, \t was in the 
beginning of the eleventh century, and 
about the time of the Conqueft in England, 
when Malcolm the lid of that name. King 
of Scots, finl diftributed, or as it is ex- 
prefled , y ir/-f J cut or fee-edj the lands of 
Scotland to the great tamilies thereoi^ on 
account of their eminent fervices in his 
many battles with the Danes, until he 
forced them quice out of his kingdi^m. And 
according lo tradition, it was on that occa- 
lion, that the country oetwixt the borough 
of J)ingwall and the water of Alnefs, in 
the ihire of Rofs, was given to Donald 
Munro ; and which is therefore to this day 
called Ferringdcnald, that h^ Donald's 
Land. And part of thefe lands were after- 
wards by the King erefted into a Barony, 
called the Barony of Fowlis. 

I Ihall not follow the annals of this family 
fo far, as to entertain the public with a de- 
tail of the Barons of Fowlis in their feve- 
ral generations through thefe early ages; 
but ihall begin my particular narration of 
them only from the time they became Pro- 
teftanta, when their brave behaviour and 
example will afibrd us more inftru£lion, and 
the fafits concerning them may be depended 
on with more certainty. And therefore I 
ihall only before that time obferve. 

That 
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^ That George, IXth Baron * of Fowlis, 
(in a direfk lineal defcent from the above 
Donald, the firft Baron,) was flain at the 
memorable battle of Bannock-Burn, fought 
by King Robert Bruce of Scotland againft 
King Edward II. of England, in the year 

1 3 14. -George, Xth Baron of Fowlis, 

and fon of the tormer, was alfo flain with a 
great many of his name at the battle of Ha- 
lydon-Hill near Berwick 5 in which battle 
the Scots were defeated by the Englifli, and 
a great number of them killed, on the 22d 

of 

• 

* It is to be obferved, (ift,) ThsX. Baron in Scot- 
land does not import nobility ^ as it does now in Eng- 
land : For at the time the lands of Scotland were di- 
vided as above, there were then no nobility in that 
nation; but the great families had their eftates 
erefted into Baronies, with a jurifdiftion over all the 
vaflals, tenants, and poffeffors thereof; which was 
the origin and fupport of the clansin Scotland, thefe 
being the only military force in that kingdom, untily 
upon the union of the two Crowns in the perfon of 
King James VI. of Scotland, regular troops were in- 
troduced into that kingdom. — ^To this I would add, 
(2dly,) That the annals of this family contain a ge- 
nealogical account of all the Barons of Fowlis, from 
the above Donald Munro to this prefent time. Se- 
veral of thefe can only be tranfmitted to us by tradi- 
tion : But as to thofe whom I have mentioned, there 
is full evidence of the fafts concerning them from the 
old writs, charters, and deeds in the family of Fowlis ; 
and even feveral others of them whom I have not men- 
tioned, are taken notice of in thefe old writs. 
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of July, A. D. 1333.— —Robert Monro, 
XV Ilth Baron of Fowlis, was flain at the 
battle of Pinkie near Edinburgh, with many 
of his name ^ where the Scots were again 
defeated by the Englifh, and a great num- 
ber of them killed, A. D. 1547. 1 men- 
tion the fall of thefe three gentlemen with 
theirfriends and followers^ fighting valiantly 
in the caufe of their country, as illuftrating 
the valour and bravery of this family in their 
different generations, and lhew;ng how 
juftly they merited the' charaSter which Bu- 
chanan gives them in the place before ciced. 
How long this brave fpint has continued, 
as it were hereditary to tbam,. will appear 
from what follows. 

The firlk Proteftant of this family was 
Robert Munro, the XVIII th Baron of Fow- 
lis, fon to Kobcrt laft-mentioned, and the 
fame who came to the affiftance of Mary 
Queen of Scots upon the occafion before 
cite^d. A, D. 1562. He embraced the Pro- 
teftanc religion quickly after , and being a 
wife and a good man, he l&t an opulent ef- 

tate to the tamily, and died A. D. 1588. 

He was fucceeded by his (bn Robert Munro, 
XlXth Baron of Fowlis, who died the fame 

year with his father. The next to him 

was hi^ brother, H^ftor Munro, XXth Ba- 
ron of Fowlis, who died A. P. r6o5.— — 
Robert Munro, his fon, fucceeded him, the 
XXIft Baron of Fowlis, who .flouriflied 

when 
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when Guftavus Adolphus, that juflly cele- 
brated King of Sweden, (whofe religion 
and valour were fo diltinguJlhed among his 
many religious and valiant cotemporaries,) 
was engaged in a proteftant war againft the 
Emperor Ferdinand the lid, in defence of 
the civil as well as facred liberties of Ger- 
many. The generous heart of this worthy 
gentleman was fo ftruck witha regard. to the, 
common caufe, in which he himfelf had no 
concert! but what piety and virtue gave him, 
that he joined Gullavus with a very great 
number of his friends, .who bore his own 
name. Many of them gained great repu- 
tation in this war , and that ot Robert their 
leader was fo eminent, that he was made 
Colonel of two regiments at the fame time, 
the one of horfe, and the other of foot, in 
that fervice^ hi which he acquitted himfelf 
with fo much fidelity and zeal, that he died 
of the wounds which he received in eroding 
the Danube, and was buried at Ulm^, in 
the month of March, 1633. 

He was fucceeded by Sir Henry Munro, 
XXlId Baron of Fowlis, the next male-heir 
ot the family*, who was alfo Colonel of a 

X regiment 

* It was formerly the cuftom in Scotland, and is 
fo ftill among ancient famiJies, to entail the fuccef- 
fion of their family-eftate to the neareft male relation 
of the deceafed, paiTmg by the females, thereby to 
preferve their eitates in their own name and family. 
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regiment in the fame fervice ; and upon his 
coming over to Britain, was created a Ba- 
ronet in June, 1633. Returning afterwards 
to Germany, he died at Hamburgh, in April, 

1635. His fon. Sir Heftor Munro, was 

XXIIId Baron of Fowlis, who died with-- 
ouc iffue in the year 1651, at feventeen 
years of age. — Sir Robert Munro, XXIVth 
iJuron of Fowlis, fucceeded as the neareft 
mare-heir, being grandfon to George Munro 
of Obfdale, who was third fon to Robert 
Munro, the XVIIIth Baron of Fowlis. 

My information imports, that in the be- 
fore-mentioned annals of this familjp', there 
is a well-attefted lift of officers, (of which 
I have a copy in the memorial laft fent me,) 
wherein there are three Generals, eight 
Colonels, five Lieutenant-Colonels, eleven. 
Majors, and above thirty Captains, all of 
the name ot Munro ; befides a great num- 
ber of fiibaltern. Moft of thete were in 
that religious war under the great Guftavus 
Adolpbusj and fome of th6 defcendants of 
this fiimily are at this day in pofleffion of 
confiderable military commands in Sweden, 
and various parts of Germany. 

General Robert Munro (who was uncle 
to Sir Robert, the XXIVth Baron of Fow- 
lis,) publilhed in the year 1644, an account 
of this religious war under Guftav.us Adol- 
phus, in a folio volume, intitled, ^^ Mili- 

*^ tary 
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* ^^ tary Difcipline learned from the valiant 
" Swede:'" A book of which (though I 
never happened to fee it,) I have heard a 
high charafter. I am informed that it cpn- 
tains an exafit journal of that expedition 
into Germany for the relief of the dif- 
trefled Proteftantsj and»it is faid to be fil- 
led with moiV excellent obfervations on mi- 
litary affairs, delivered inaftrain of piety, 
which feems to breathe the fpirit of irs 
brave and worthy author. And indeed, by 
what I have heard of that inftruftive hif- 
tory, it is hard to fay, when there has been, 
even in the Chriftian world, {o religious 
and fo well difciplined an army as this^ at 
the head of which, a myllerious providence 
permitted that royal hero and martyr, the 
great Guftavus, to fall. Would to God, 
the time might at length come, when our 
commanders ihall take their leffons from 
it i at leall fo far, as to learn from the ex- 
ample of fome of the braveft and greateft 
of men, to maintain in the military bodies 
under their command the authority of the 
Lord of Hosts ^ and particularly, that re- 
verence for his Name, and for his Day^, 
which was there fo beautifully and glori- 
oufly confpicuous! 

This worthy General, in the year 1641, 
was appointed by King Charles the III, 
Major-General of the Scotch forces, that 
were fent to Ireland to fupprefs the infa* 

X 2, mous 
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mous and deflru£):ive rebelliba there. It is 
not my bufinefs here to infift on thofe un- 
happy circumft'ances, which fo long retarded 
their march, and fo greatly obflru£ked cfaeir 
luccefs. I find, however, that he had at 
length the honour to be in the number of 
thofe, by whom QOD gave blood to drink 
to thofe mifcreaots who had rendered them- 
fclves fo eminently worthy of it by a feries 
of outrages, which the moft fanguinary and 
deteftable faction on earth, (I mean that 
• of Popery,) has feldom been able to ex- 
ceed. For in the year 1644, this illuftrious 
commander, at the head of 14,000 of the 
Scotch and Englilh Proteftants, fought and 
deieuted 22,000 of the Irilh in Ullter^ kil- 
led and took many thoufands of them, and 
feized on a great quantity of cattle and 
other provilions, of whfch the Proteftants 
were then in great want. 

The General was a great fav.ourer of the 
Presbyterian interelt, and among the firft 
who eftabliflied it in Ireland. He fat* in 
their presbyteries and fynods; and adhered 
to the intereft of the Parliament, till he 
apprehended they were carrying matters to 
an exceflive height againft the King : On 
which he accepted of a commiflion from 
him, and afted under the Duke ofOrmond; 
to which he was perfuaded by his nephew 
Sir George Munro, (of whom afterwards,) 
who had' always adhered to thje intereft of 

Charles 
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Charles the I ft, as he afterwards did to that 
oi Charles the lid. 

In the year 1645, the General was fur-^ 
prifed by Colonel Monk, before, he could 
draw out his men from their quarters j and 
he and they were by that means taken pri- 
foners: But he continued not long in their 
hands j for death came and fet hirii at lir 
berty foon after. 

It is worthy of our notice by the way, 
that in the year 1644, we find Monk im- 
prifoned by the Parliament, for having ac- 
cepted ^ commiffion from the King, and 
afted in confequence of it, though before 
that, he had afted by commiffion from the 
Parliament: And again, in the year 1648, 
we find him fighting for the Parliament 
againft the King: And his furprizing and 
taking General Munro, was the firit thing 
that Drought him into favour with the Par- 
liament. For in that reeling time we find 
men of a much better charafter than Monk, 
changing fides again and again, as they ap- 
prehended the one party or the other to be 
in the right, from the many different de- 
mands, refufals, and conceffions, whichthen 
happened between them. 

The General was fucceeded in his com- 
mand by Sir George Munrb, brother to the 
lalt-mentioned Sir Robert, and both of 
them nephews to General Robert by his 
brother Colonel John Munro of Obfdale, ia 

X 3 the 
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the Swedifh fervice: Sir George was alfa 
bred in that fervice with his uncle, and af- 
terwards ferved with him in Ireland i where 
be arrived to the rank of a Colonel. .He 
was made Major-General by King Charles 
the Ildj, and had a body of forces under his 
command at KendaL when James Duke of 
Hamilton was defeated by Cromwell at> 
Lancafter, A. D. 1648. Upon this defeat, 
Sir George returned to Scotland, and de- 
feated the Earl of Argyle: And afterwards, 
his forces being disbanded, by order of the 
States of Scotland, he went to Holland, and 
joined King Charles the lid. After whofe 
reftoration, he was made Lieutenant-Gene- 
ral, and Commander in Chief in Scotland. 
Sir John Munro, XXV th Baron of Fow- 
lis, fucceeded his father Sir Robert, A?D, 
1668. He was. a member of the Conven- 
tion of the Eftates of Scotland at the Re- 
volution, and a very zealous promoter of 
that happy event. He was no lefs flrenuous 
in aflerting Presbytery ^ and on that ac*- 
count, being alfo remarkable for a large and 
corpulent ftature, he was nick-named the 
Presbyterian Mortar-piece. His eminent 
giety and zeal had expofed hm to great fnf- 
ferings in the caufe of religion^ ia thofe un- 
happy and infamous days, when the beit 
frienas to their country were treated as the 
worft enemies to the government ; and when 
to be confcientioufly lolicitons to depart from 

evil^ 
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evil, made fo many thoufands a prey. Sir 
John fufFered greatly among many others 
of whom the world was not worthy: His 
perfon was doomed to long imprifonment, 
for no pretended caufe but what was found 
againft him in the matters of his GOD: And 
his eftate, which was before confiderable, 
was harrafTed by fevere fines and confifca- 
tions i which reduced it to a diminution, 
much more honourable indeed than any 
augmentation could have been, but from 
which it has not recovered even to this day. 
He died A. D, 1696, and was fucceeded by 
his fon. 

Sir Robert Mrniro, XXVIth Baron of 
Fowlisj who fucceeded his father, was alfo 
a pious and benevolent man, and for fome 
time a Captain : But it pleafed God early 
to deprive him of his fight, and to continue 
him in that condition during the remainder 
of his life. U.nder this calamity, he calmly 
fubmitced himfelf to that God, who can 
Ihed abroad a far more chearing light on 
the foul, than thefe bodily eyes can admit. 
Providence was pleafed to blefs him with 
children, in whom he could not but find 
the higheft fatisfa£tion ; and whofe amiable 
charaSers in general leave no room to doubt 
ot the tendernefs and refpeft, with which 
they would treat fo worthy a parent, under 
a diftreflipg calamity, wHich would natu- 
rally move cpmpamon even in ftrai^ers* 

There 
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There were four of them who all reached 
nuturity of age, and were the heirs of 
iTiiny bleffingd, though providence fufFered 
three ot chem to fall almoit at once, by moil 
unjuil and barbarous hands; Sir Robert, 
Capciin Cieorge Munro, and the Doftor, 
whofe Chriftian name was Duncan : Their 
only lifter, married to Mr. Gordon of Ar- 
doch, ftill lurvives 3 an example of profound 
fubmiffion and fortitude, mmgled with the 
moll tender fenfibility of temper. 

Sir Robert Munro, XXVIIth Baron ef 
Fowlis, fucceeded his father, A. D. 1729. 
He went early from the univerfity to the 
camp, where he ferved feven years in Flan- 
ders ^ being fome time Captain in the Royal 
Scots, before that fatal ceffation of arras, 
A. D. 1712; as his late Majefty with fo 
much propriety publicly called it, to which 
therefore I fhall not prefume to give, either 
a milder or a feverer name. It was here, 
that Sir Robert contrafted that acquaint- 
ance and flrifl friendlhip with good Colonel 
Gardiner, which ran through the remainder 
of their lives, ^nd of which each was fo 
worthy. On Sir Robertas return from Flan- 
ders, he was reduced, on account of his in- 
flexible oppoiition in parliament (of which 
he was then a member,) to the meafures 
which the miniftry were then taking to fub- 
vert the fucceflion in the prefent Royal Fa- 
mily, and with it, no doubt, the Proteftant 

Religion, 
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Religion, of which that family was, and 
is under God the firmeit barrier. 

My correfpondent obferves, concerning 
Sir Robert, ^^ That he was noted for the 
/^ countenance he gave to divine worlhip, 
^^ both in public and his family, and for 
^^ the regard which he always expreffed to 
^^ the Word of God, and its Minifters^** 
and then adds, " That he was fincere in his 
'* friendfhip, andfull of cOmpaffion even to 
^^ the meanell of thofe around him : And 
^^ that he was remarkable, above molt,- for 
^^ his a6tivicy in the difcharge of any office 
*^ ot friendlhip, where he had profeflcd it, 
" and for his great exaSknefs in the perform- 
^^ ance of his promifes.'^ 

His military fervices are particularly 
worthy of being mentioned here. In the 
year 1715, he, with his clan, in conjunftion 
with the Earl of Sutherland, kept the Earl 
of Seaforth with 3000 men under his com- 
mand, from joining the rebel camp at Perth, 
for near two months; and thereby pre- 
vented the Earl of Marr from eroding the 
Forth, till the Duke of Argyle had ga- 
tthered ftrength fufficient to oppofe him. In 
confequence of this. Sir Robert %xpofed his 
own country to the fierceft refentments of 
the rej^els, by whom it was plundered and 
deftroyedi wnile others, who yet pretended 
to be friends to the government, faved them- 
felves and their lands by capitulations with 

tfce 
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the enemy. Being then made Governor of 
Invernefs, Sir Robert kept 400 of his name 
there, during the reft of that rebellion, re- 
gularly paid and regimented: And thefe, 
together with fome other clans, well-af- 
feaed to the intereft of the prefent Royal 
Family, kept pofleffion of tnat important 
pafs, whereby the rebels werje hindered 
from making a ftand there, when they were 
diflodged from Perth by the Duke of Ar- 
gyle. 

He was, in the year 17 16, made a Com- 
miffioner of Enquiry into the forfeited ef- 
tates of the rebels 5 in which he ftrenuoufly 
exerted himfelf in procuring a number of 
parifhes to be erected through the rebel 
countries, and provided with fuitable fli- 
pends out of the confifcated landj whereby 
, the Gofpel was preached in places where it 
had not been preached fince the Reforma- 
tion : So that fome new Presbyteries were 
formed, in countries where the difciplitie 
and wor(hip of Proteftant churches had be- 
fore no footing. And fuch was the com- 
paffion and humanity which attempered his 
high courage, that by his intereft with the 
government he did eminent fervice to the 
unfortunate widows and children of fuch as 
had, to the ruin^of their families, been en- 
gaged in the rebellion. 

Sir Robert was thirty years a Member of 

Parliament . by his family-intereft ; during 

f, whicE 
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which time he always maintained the firmeft 
attachment to the fervice of his Majefty 
and his royal father, and to the religion 
and liberties of his country. ^lis fidelity 
and zeal for thefe did not heed to be pur- 
chafed, folicited, or quickened, by perlonal 
favours : It continued through all this ()e- 
riod unihaken and aftive, though from the 
ending of his Commiffion of Enquiry in 
1724, till the year 1740, he had no poft un- 
der the government. He then found the 
nation was to be involved in a foreign war, 
the ncceffity of which was generally appre- 
hended and acknowledged : And therefore, 
though his friends thought his merit and 
experience might have pretended to fome- 
thing more, as he had been In the rank of a 
Lieutenant-Colonel twenty-five years,' his - 
heart was too generous and too warm,' not 
to. accept of the fame commiffion, which 
was then given him in the Highland regi- 
ment. This regimentj when firft formed 
out of independent Highland companies, 
was under the command of ^the Earl or 
Crawford as its Colonel, who all the while 
he flood in that relatiph to it, was abroad, 
confined by the wounds he had received as 
a volunteer againft the Turks. During this 
time Sir fe^obert Munro was his Lordfhip's 
Lieutenant-Colonel. Before it went to 
Flanders, Lord Semple was its Colonel ^ 
but he alfo being generally abfent, and Sir 

Robert 
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Robert an old experienced oflEicer, the re- 
giment during the war was left under his 
carc^ and the manner in which he modeled 
and condu£^ed it, will remain in many re- 
fpe£ls an immortal honour to his name. 

It is indeed furprifing, that a regiment, 
compofed of Highlanders, who are gene- 
rally ufed to fo rapacious a life at home, 
Ihould yet by difcipline have been brought 
to fo good a behaviour, as that they fhould 
be jutlged the moft trufty guards of pro- 
perty ; and that, when the people in Flan- 
ders were allowed a proteftion for their 
goods, they fhould choofe to have fome of 
this regiment, among others of the Britifh 
foldiers, appointed to protefl: them. This 
may, indeed, feem hardly credible : * Yet 
my informer aflures me, that he had it from 
an officer of their own of unquellionable 
credit , who added further, that it was but 

feldom 

* A very worthy perfon, to whofe infpec^ion this 
Appendix has been committed fince it was finiflied, 
obferves here, That though the Highlanders are 
much addid^ed to depredations on their neighbours, 
vet the very aclors even in them are generally as 
faithful to their truft, as any fet of people whatever : 
And that if his officer fhewv^ but any degree of civi- 
Jity and kindnefs to one of thefe people, the fear of 
dilobliging him has a greater influence, than tfiatof 
ftripes generally has on others of the common peo- 
ple. This remark I thought proper to infert here, 
diat the reprefentatiou of tlvis affair might be as im- 
partial as poflible. 
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feldom he had obferved a man among them 
druiik, and as feldom heard any ot* them 
fwear. This is very agreeable to the high 
charafter which I heard of this regiment, 
from an Englifli gentleman then in Flan- 
ders, whofe veracity is undoubted, and who 
cannot, I am fure, be fufpefted of any pre- 
judice here. And among Sir RobercV pa- 
pers, there is ftill exifting a copy of a let- 
ter from the Eiedtor Palatine to his Envoy 
at London, deliring him to thank the King 
of Great Britain, in his name, for the ex- 
cellent behaviour of the Highland regi- 
ment, while they were ii) his territories, 
" which,'' as he lays exprefsly, " was ow- 
^^ ing to the care of Sir Robert Munro, 
^^ their Lieutenant-Colonel , for whofe fake 
^ (^he adds) he (hould always pay a regard 
*^ to a Scotchman for the future." 

I the rather mention thefe particulars,-, 
not only as they do an honour to Sir Ro- 
bert, and his worthy brother, through 
whofe intereft, and that of the other offi- 
cers,' with the private men, this great re- 
formation was eftecled ^ but likcwife as 
they feem to Ihew in a very convincing 
manner, of how great importance it is, that 
fome methods be ferioufly thought of, for 
breaking the other uncultivated inhabitants 
of thefe countries into ufeful men, by bring- 
ing them at once under the protection and 

, Y difcipline 
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dircipHne of the laws, and inforcing their 
obedience \o them, by teaching th^m the 
principles of religion, and the arts of peace 
and commerce. This is a happy efFeS, 
u hich, methinks, we may naturally hope 
for from the late rebellion, pernicious as it 
has in many refpefls been^ confidering how 
much it has reduced them to the power of 
the government, and how juftly obnoxious 
it has made the chiefs of many fierce -and 
barbarous clans. 

According to my beft information, from 
perfons who are mofl: thoroughly acquainted 
with affairs in the North, the two great 
fprings of rebellion amongft the inhabitants 
ot thefe Highland countries, are, their idle- 
nefp, and their ignorance. — ^The former fub- 
jefts them to a flaviih dependence on their 
mailers, and is alfo the caufe of their being 
\o addi£led to ftealing, and the latter makes 
them a prey to Popilh priefls and miffiona- 
ries I'rom Rome, who are conftantly, and 
in great numbers, trafficking amcmg them. 
It has been very juftly remarked^ that the 
Ibccefs they have in feducing thefe poor ig- 
norant people, is occafioned, in a great 
meafure, by the vaft extent of parifhes in 
thofe Highland countries s fbme of them 
being betwixt thirty and forty miles in 
length, and twenty and thirty in breadth, 
full of great mountains, rapid rivers, and 

arms 
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arms, of the fea^ and thofe parifhes which 
are more moderate in their extent, are about 
twenty miles in length, and ten or twelve 
in breadth: And it is every where to be 
obferved thro' thefe pariftes, that around 
the place of the Minilter's refidence, the 
inhabitants are almoll all Protellants^ but 
in the corners which are remote from his 
refidence, they arc generally all Papifts. 

Now it is evident, that thefe poor people 
can only be cured of idlenefs, by teach- 
ing them manutaclures, to which they, arc 
wholly ft rangers: — And it is h:ird ro ima- 
gine, how they can be refcued from Popiili 
ignorance, until there are feveral new pa- 
rifhes erefted in thofe extenfive countries. 
It would ill become me to pretend to direft 
the governmenc of Britain on fuch an oe- 
cafion^ but I know it to be- the opinion of 
many perfons in thofe parts, of diftinguiflied 
wifdom and experience, that if it fliould be 
thought fit to employ the produce of .the 
eftates confifcated by the late rebellion, for 
thefe valuable purpofes, this, with the thou- 
fand pounds of his Majefty's royal bounty 
annually bcflowed, would go a good way 
towards remedying thefe two great evils, 
with their train or miferable confequences, 
which we have of late fo deeply felt. And 
who would not rejoice, to fee all thefe poor 
people fharing with us fully in all the pri- 
vileges and advantages of Chriftians and of 

Y" 2 Britons? 
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Britons > I pray God to guide and profper 
every fcheme for this purpofe : And in this 
conne£^ion, I cannot but mention, and re- 
commend, the Society for propagating the 
knowledge of religion, and with ic the prin- 
ciples ot loyalty, in thefe Highland coun- 
tries i a dclign, in which fo many worthy 
perfons, both in the northern and fouthern 
parts of our ifland, are incorporated: But 
their .ftock is by no means equal to the pur- 
pofes here mentioned ; and by their confti- 
tuiion, they are confined to tbe fupport of 
fchools, which are indeed going on with 
great fuccefs, as far as the revenue will al- 
low them. 

But to return from this natural, and there- 
fore, I hope, very pardonable, digreflion: 
The behaviour of Sir Robert Munro, and 
this regiment, at the battle of Fontenoy, 
was heard through all Britain. He had ob- 
tained leave of his Royal Highnefs the 
Duke of Cumberland, to allow them their 
own way of fighting. They were early in 
the field, and were ordered to attack the 
m.iin battery of the French, at the village 
from which the battle, derives its name, 
which they did, and drove the enemy from 
it: But finding the body of the French 
forces deeply intrenched behind the battery, 
they did not give over the charge, but 
bravely drew up to attack them. Sir'Ro- 
bert, according to the ufage of his country- 

men. 
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men, ordered the whole regiment to clap 
to the ground on. receiving the French fires 
and inftantly, as foon as it was difcharged, 
they fprung up, and coming clofe to the 
enemy, poured in their Ihot upon them, to 
the certain deftru£lion of multitudes, and 
drove them precipitately through their owi> 
lines: Then retreating, they drew up again, 
and attacked them a lecon'd time atter the 
fame manner. Thefe attacks they repeated^ 
feveral times that day, to the lurprize ot* 
the whole army. 

Sir Robert was every where with his re- 
giment, notwithftanding his great corpu- 
lency i and when in the trenches, he was 
hauled out again by the legs and arms by 
his own men. Anci it is obfervable, that 
when he commanded the whole regiment to 
clap to the ground, he himfelf alone with 
the colours behind him flood upright, re- 
ceiving the whole fire of the enemy ; and 
this, becaufe (as he faid) though he could 
eafily lie down, his great bulk would not 
fufFer him to rife fo quickly. 

His prefervarion that day was the fur- 
prize and aftonifhmenr, not only of the 
whole army, but ot all that heard the par- 
ticulars ot the aftion : And mv information 
relates, that a mofl eminent perfon in the 
army was heard to fay upon the occafion, 
^^ That it was enough to convince one of 
^^ the truth of the doftrine of predeflina- 

Y 3 ^^ tion. 
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" tien, and to juftify what King William 
*^ of glorious memory had been ufed to 
*^ fay. That every bullet has its billet, or 
*^ its particular direftion and commiffion 
" where it ihould lodge." It is added, 
that on the retreat of our army, the High- 
land regiment was in the rear^ and a great 
bodyot the French horfe being ordered to 
puriue, Sir Robert made his regiment face 
about, and gave them a general fire, fo full 
and effeSiwaly that a great number of them 
being brought to the ground, the reft 
wheeled about and rode off. 

But to clofe what relates to Sir Robert 
Munro : As an acknowledgment for his 
brave fervices, at Fontenoy, as well as on 
former occafions, his Majefty was pleafed to 
appoint him to lucceed G.eneral Ponfonby, 
who was flain there, in the command of his 
regiments which was among the troops 
that arrived at Newcaftle, during the rebel- 
lion, and made a part of General Wade's 
army. They were afterwards ordered to 
Scotland s and being upon the left wing at 
the battle of Falkirk, on thaft fatal day, the 
17th of January, 1745-6, they ihamefuUy 
left their brave Colonel and Lieutenant-Co- 
lonel with £ve or fix morp of their officers, 
to be cut in pieces. 

By the account which the rebels them- 
felves give of Sir Robert, h^ defended him- 
felf againft fix of them with his half-pike, 

and 
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and killed two of their number : Upon 
which, a fevench came up, and (as they ex- 
preffed ic) poured a fliot.into his belly, 
which brought him immediately to the 
ground. In this dreadful moment, in the 
midft of all this extremity, his brother 
Do£torMunro, whom the warmeft inrtances 
of his friends could not divert from ex- 
pofing his perfbn in defence of his country, 
and who was near at hand, ran to fupport 
him^attended by his fervant and the fur- 
geon of the regiment: But they were all 
murdered on the fpot, in the moft barba- 
rous manner, by thofe cruel men. 

Sir R.obert's body was the next day fousht 
out ; and his face was fo cut and mangled 
by thcfe favages, after he fell, that it could 
fcarce be known. He was found and bu- 
ried honourably in the church-yard of Fal- 
kirk by the MacdonaidSj who^ though en- 
gaged in rebellion againft their lawful So- 
vereign, could not but pay fome public re- 
gard to the memory ot 10 valiant a man ; 
the principal perfons among the rebels at- 
tending him all the way to the grave. 

And thus fell thofe two brave brothers, 
for the Do6tor undoubtedly deferves that 
title with Sir Robert, who, though profef- 
fing the peaceful art of medicine, adven- 
tured himfelf amidft the moft vifible dan- 
ger, fired with love to his illuftrious bro- 
ther i 
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ther; and attempting in vain to bring him 
fbme aid in his lalt exjnr emities, amidft armed 
enemies, expired with him, nolefs lamented 
than he by all that intim^cly knew him. 
How jult that lamentation was, will appear 
iVom the accounts which I have had of the 
Doftor's charafter from his moil intimate 
friends, wiiich I here fubjoin. 

He was a gentleman of an excellent un- 
derftanding, and had a brichtnefa and fo- 
lidity in his genius, which are not often 
united j but which, when they concur, do 
greatl/ illuftrare each other. He had been 
bred up to the ftudy of medicine and fur- 
gery, which in Scotland are frequently 
joined, as they have fo great an affinity. 
*' He bad a large ftock of knowledge, not 
*^ only in his own profeffion, but in moft 
" parts of polite literature. But thefe (adds 
^^ my correfpondent) I hold cheap, when 
" compared to the goodnefs of his hearc 
^' Hiagreatefl Itudy was to know himfelf-^ 
" and 1 verily believe, that fince the early 
'* ages of Chrillianity, there has not ap- 
*^ peared a more upright perfon/* 

He fpent a great many years in the Eaft- 
Indies, and had moft accurately and dili- 
gently enquired into the manners, cuftoms, 
arts and manufaftures of the natives, and 
into the produce and commodities of the 
country : So that he was much more capa- 
ble of giving entertainment to perfons of 

curiofity 
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curioiity in fuch things, than travellers com- 
monly are ; and his veracity was fuch, that 
all who knew him could entirely depend 
upon whatever he reported as on his own 
knowledge. To all thefe advantages was 
added, a memory remarkably tenacious of 
every circumftance with which he charged 
it: But perhaps it was a lofs to the world 
that it was fo, as it hindered him from com- 
mitting many extraordinary things to writ- 
ing, which might have aftbrded improve- 
ment, as well as delight, to the public. 

The want of fuch memoirs from fo able 
an hand is the more to be regretted, as his 
remarkable modefty did not permit him to 
talk much in company. One might fpend 
a good deal of time with him, without per- 
ceiving, by any hints from him, that he had 
ever been out of Britain: But when* his 
friends feemcd defirous of information on 
any o^ thefe topics, as they fell in his way, 
he communicated his obfervations upon 
them with the utmoft freedom,, and gave 
them the greateft fa tisfa£tion imaginable ^ 
of which fome remarkable inftanqes hap- 
pened at the houfes of perfons of very con- 
fidei-able rank, who paid him that refpeSt 
which he fo well defer ved. 

It was the more to be defired, that he 
fhould have left behind him fome written 
memoirs of his own remarks and adven- 
tures, as he was a mofir attentive obferver 
- • . of 
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of divine providence, and had experienced 
many lingular inftances ot it. One is fo re- 
markable, chat it claims a place here, brief 

as thefe hints muft neceffanly be. Alter 

he had continued eight or ten years in the 
Eaft-Indies, he was Ihipwrecked on the 
Malebarian coaft, as he was on his paflage 
home : He faved his life on a plank, but loft 
all his effe&s, except a fmall parcel of dia- 
monds. This ruinous calamity, as it feemed 
to be, obliged him to return to Fort St. 
George, where he experienced, far beyond 
what he could have expefted, the extraor- 
dinary friendlhip of feveral Edglilh gentle- 
men of that fettlement ; and felt the folid 
elFefts of it, as by their alfiftance he acquired 
much more in fix or feven years following, 
(for his whole ftay in that country was 
about fixteen years) than he had loft by 
fhip wreck: And when he left the fettlement, 
he had all fort of encouragement offered 
him to induce him to ftay; but his health 
and other circumftances obliged him to re- 
turn home. 

This return (which happened, if I mif- 
take not, about the year 1726) was a happy 
providence to many: For as he was remark- 
ably fuccefsful in both the branches of the 
peculiar profcflion, he took great pains in 
both : And as he did this without fee or re- 
ward, when he was fatisfied the circum- 
ftances of the aliii3;ed needed fuch afliftapce, 

- he 
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he was an inftrument of faving many limbs, 
and many lives, which muft otherwife in 
all probability have been loft. 

To this account I muft beg leave to add 
what another of my correfpondents writes 
to me concerning the Doftor in the follow- 
ing words : " As we were often by our- 
^^ felves, I ftill found him inclined to turn 
^^ our difcourfe to fpiritual fubjefts, con- 
^^ cerning God and religion, the offices of 
" the great Redeemer, and the power of 
^^ GoD*s Spirit in converting and fanftifying 
*^ the fouls of men, and the hope of eter- 
*^ nal life through Christ.'* 1 tranfcribe 
the paflage thus particularly concerning this 
pious phyfician, as I efteem it, in one view, 
a peculiar honour to him, and permit me to 
fay, in another, to the prol^ffion itfelf: 
Bleffed be God, that, though it is fo rare 
a cafe, yet there are thofe of that learned 
body, who are not ajhamed of the Gofpel of 
Chrijty but who knowing it to be true on 
infcdnteftible evidence, and having felt (what 
one would imagine every rational creature 
who believes it to be true, muft immedi- 
ately fee,) its infinite importance, have ftea- 
dily determined to fubmit to its influence, 
and to maintain its honours in the midft or 
all the fcorn and deriiion of their infidel 
brethren: A determination, which perhaps 
requires no lefs courage, especially in fome 
tempers^ than that generous inftance of fra- 
ternal 



15 2 Rentarkabk Particulars 

teroal love, which will entail fuch lafting 
glv}ry on the memory of Do6tor Munro. 

There yet remained one valiant brother 
of this family, whom providence relerved 
for a few months, before he ihared the fate 
of the other two. The perfon I mean was 
Giptain George Munro of Culcairn, Efq. of 
whom I have conceived fucjh an idea Irom 
the account of him which has been put into 
my hands, that I cannot forbear wifliing 
the world were blefled with a much larger 
narrative of his life and cbarafVer, than my 
iuftroiftions will furniih out, or than I ftiould 
have room to infert in fuch an Appendix as 
this. Much do I regret, that providence 
never favoured me with an opportunity of 
being perfonally acquainted wirh him, efpe- 
cially as I have reafon to believe, from what 
my friends in the North write, that he had 
the like drfpolition towards forming ft friend- 
Ihipwithme, as produced foquiok a growth 
of it in the brieaft of Colonel Gardiner ^ 
whom, on the whole, Captain Munro feems 
to have refembled almotl in every part of 
his character, taking ft as it was iince that 
happy change, which I have fo largely de- 
fcribed in the foregoing Memoirs : But 
what was wanting m my perfonal know- 
ledge, is fupplied by a large and animated 
account from my correfpondents, who had 
the beft opportunity of 'knowing them, 

and 
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and upon whofe information I can fafely 
depend. 

Captain George Munro was the fecond 
brother of the family, the Do£lor being the 
youngefl fon. He, like the other gentle- 
men, had the advantage of a very liberal 
education, and foon difcovered marks of a 

food geniu3, which might have qualified 
im for making a figure under any charac- 
ter in the learned world. Belides the other 
branches of literature, common to all the 
profeflions, he acquired a flock of theolo- 
gicaricnow ledge s and before he was feven- 
teen years old, he was well acquainted with 
ecclefiaftical hiftory,foasto be able to give 
a jfood account of the advance and decline 
otthe Chriftian intereft in various ages and 
countries, and the degrees and manner by 
which the corruption and reformation of 
the church had been introduced, eftablilhed, 
or obftrufted. I the rather mention this, 
as it feems to be an accomplifliment of great 
importances on which account, I much 
wonder, that the generality of young gen- 
tlemen Ihould think it fo little worth at- 
tending to : And I wifli I could fay, that all 
who are intended for the miniftry were fo 
Careful in purfuing it, as its ufetulnefs and 
its abfolute neceffity to them might demand. 
But his tafte and talents particularly lay 
for a military life ^ and in the year 17 15 he 

2* behaved 
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behaved himfelf with great courage and ac- 
tivicy during the whole courle of that re- 
bellion^ and after the difperfion of the re- 
bels, he was employed in reducing the in- 
habitants of thole Highland countries, and 
the adjacent ifles, to a fubmiffion to the go- 
\ernnient. 

In the year 1719, when, on occafion of 
thcinvafion from Spain, General Wightman, 
with the troops under his command, had 
waited long at invernefs for a body of High- 
land men to conduQ: the troops through 
the mountains to Glenftiiel, where the* Spa- 
niards and rebels were encamped ^ and 
when many promifes of fuch afliftance made 
to the General had failed, SirRobertMunro 
being then out of the country, his brother 
the Captain (of whom we now fpeak) af- 
fembled, in a moft expeditious manner, a 
body of the Munro clan, and marched with 
the regular troops to Glenlhiel ^ where 
they dfftinguiflied themfelveS by the gal- 
lantry of their behaviour, driving the enemy 
before them in a . ilurp aftion, in which 
many of them were killed, and more 
wounded, and among 'the reft the Captain 
himfelf in a very dangerous manner. He 
had, however, the fatisfaSion to fee thefe 
foreign invaders, and their rebel abettors, 
totally routed and difperfed on the Preten- 
der's birth-day, June loth: And though his 

conftitution 
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conftitution fufFered much by the lofs of his 
blood on this occalion, yet it pleafed God 
to recover him for further fervice to his 
country. . 

As he ftill continued vigorous and aftive 
in the fervice of the^ government, he ob- 
tained the command of one of the inde- 
pendent companies then in the national pay : 
And when they were afterwards regimented 
andfent to Flanders, he attended*them thi- 
ther, and continued in the public fervice 
till the year 1744^ when he became fo ex- 
ceedingly afthmatic, that he could not 
breathe in the Flanders air : On whicSi Ge- 
neral Wade not only allowed him to fell 
his commiffion, but, out of compaflion to 
his diftrefs, joined his brother Sir Robert 
in obliging him to do it, and to return 
home : To which at length he fubmitted, 
though not without i'egfet ^ and thereupon 
returned to his domeftic feat at Newtown 
in R.ofs-lhire, in the views of fpending his 
days with his family and friends in a peace- 
ful retreat. But providence determihed 
otherwife, and had referved for him feme 
farther labours of a militaty life, in which 
it had appointed him glorioufly to toiland 
fall, after fervices which might have done 
an honour to his moft vigorous and a£live 
davs. 

The late wicked and unnatural rebellion 
broke out fo'on after his arrival^ and the 

Z 2 da.w^'c. 
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danger of his couatry and its religious and 
civil conftitucion gave him ac once a new 
Hock of life and fpirits. 

When General Cope came to Inverneft, 
and had been alTurea of being joined by a 
number of Highlanders to condufl him and 
his fmall army through the rebel countries 
between that town and Aberdeen, Captain 
Munro, with 200 of his brother's clan, were 
indeed the only perfons that were found 
willing to pertorm the proroifes that were 
made by feveral others. He marched with 
the General direftly to Aberdeen, from 
whence he was ordered to return home : In 
which recurn he was under a neceiEty of 
marching through a great number of the 
rebels under the command of Gordon of 
Glenbucket, who lay on the road to attack 
the Captain and his party ; but Glenbucket 
finding that the Captain was determined to 
difpute every inch of ground with him, re- 
tired, and allowed him to proceed witnout 
dilhirbance to Invernefs. 

Not long after that, the Earl of Loudon 
fent Captain Munro, in conjunftion with, the 
Laird of Macleod, with a body of men, to 
relieve the city of Aberdeen, and the neigh- 
bouring country, then greatly oppreiled by 
the outrages committed upon them by Lord 
Lewis Gordon and the rebels under his com- 
mand. Accordingly the Captain and Mac- 
leod proceeded as far as Inverary, a fmall 

town 
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town a few mile's weft of Aberdeen, where 
they halted to receive intelligence , and 
from the narrownefs of the place, they were 
obliged to quarter a great number of their 
men in diftant places through the adjacent 
country. In the mean time, a confiderable 
reinforcement from the main body of the 
rebel army, which then lay at Perth, was 
fent under the command of a French officer, 
fupported by their picquets and Iriih bri- 

fades: By the affiftance of which, Lord 
lewis attempted to furprife, and cut oft the 
Captain and his whole party. In this view 
they were moving towards Inverary, in the 
dusk of the evening, after Captain Munro 
andMacleod had fent their men through the 
country to their quarters: But though there 
was not fuch good intelligence provided as 
might have been.wiflied, they were provi- 
dentially difcovered at fuch a diftance, that 
Captain Munro and the Laird of Macleod 
had time to draw up the men they had in 
the town of Inverary, in fo regular a man- . 
ner, that in confequence of it they gave the 
the enemy fuch a warm reception, attacking 
them at once in front and flank, that many 
of them were left dead in the field. The 
brave Captain and his aflociate continued 
very ledate, intrepid, and aftive, during the 
heat of the skirmifti, till at laft being over- 
powered by far fuperior numbers, they* 
thought it advifeable to retire s and brought 

Z 3 oft" 
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off their party fafe and in good order, ex* 
cepting fome few who had been killed or 
taken prifoners. Among the latter was Mr. 
Adam Gordon of Ardocb, nephew to Cap- 
tain Munro, who was feized by the rebels, 
and treated with a deal of rigour and feve*- 
rity for a confiderable time while detained 
in their power : But they did not prefume 
to purfue the reft > and the young gentle- 
man at length made his efcape, to the great 
joy of the family y being, I hope, referred 
oy providence to tread m the fteps of his 
heroic uncles, and to blefs his country with 
fome conliderable future fervices. 

Upon the retreat of the rebels northward 
before his Royal Highnefs the Duke of 
Cumberland, the Earl of Loudon bad not 
fufficient ftrength to maintain, his poiTefEon 
of Inverneis againft them: Whereupon he, 
w ith the Lord Preiident, and Captain Munro, 
retreated to the ihire of Sutherland, propo- 
ting to defend themfelves there, until the 
feafon allowed his Royal Highnefs to march 
the troops to Inverneis. But in this inter*- 
Val, th^ rebels having fpread themfelves 
through the Ihires of Invernefs, Murray, 
and Rofs, they got poflefBon of a great 
many boats ^ by the help of which they 
tranlported a great part of their body to 
the Sutherland coaft, under the covert of a 
very thick fog. Upon which, the Earl of 
Loudon, with the Lord Preiident and the 

Captain, 
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Captain, were obliged to retreat, through 
the weftero parts of Rofs, into the ifle of 
Sky ; where they continued, until the rebel 
army was broke and difperfed at the battle 
of CuUoden. 

I have been the more particular in this 
narrative of the Captain's condu£l during 
the rebellion, as it gives fome light into the 
ficuatiott and cranfaciions of the friends of 
oar codftitotton in thofe parts at that time : 
And my information afiures me, that the 
id&s are taken from perfons of undoubted 
veracity, wlio were prefcnt with the Cap- 
tain in his march to Aberdeen with General 
Cope, and his return from it ^ and who were 
with him tn the skirmifh at Inverary, and 
were afterwards witnefies of his death. 

Upen his return from the ifle of Sky, he 
was cocftantly employed in expeditions 
through the reMl countries of great extent, 
to reduce them to a fubmiflion to the go- 
vernment^ which he performed with diJi-- 
gence and zeal, but ftill with the greateH 
humanity. This the rebels themfelves muft 
acknowledges as he never did the leaft in- 
jury to any man, and in all that vaft circuit 
which he made through thefe diftant coun- 
tries, he neither himfelf feized, nor allowed 
tbofe under his command to feize, any thinjg 
but arms: And jct^ notwithftanding all this 
humanity, his diligence and zeal had been 
fuch in the whole of this rebellion, as ren- 
dered 
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dered him obnoxioos to the rage and re< 
venge of the rebels, who had vowed his 
deftru£lion upon the firft opportunity; and 
becaufe they had not courage to face him, 
they had recourfe to the bale method of af- 
fallination, which was effefted on the Lord's 
Day the 31ft of Auguft, 1746. He was then 
on a long and necefTary march at the head 
of 500 men, on the lide of Locharkey, 
amongft the wild rocks of Lochabar ; where, 
as he was paffing by the fide of a wood, 
between the advanced guard and the main 
body of his men, he was ihbt dead by a 
villain, who concealed himfelf behind the 
trees and the rocks in the wood, and who, 
by the advantages of that fituation, got off 
without being difcovered, and has never 
fince been found out: An event, to the Cap- 
tain, no doubt moft happy; and a blefled 
kind of inftantaneous tranflation to the re- 
gions of endlefs peace and triumphant joy; 
but to all who loved the public, not to be 
mentioned without the tenderelt fenfibility 
and deepell regret. 

One of my correfpondents on this occa- 
fion, concludes his account of the deaths of 
Sir Robert, the Do&or, and the Captain, in 
thefe words. ^* Thus died thefe three wor- 
^' thy men, to the irreparable lofs of the 
^^ country in which they lived ; all of them 
^^ remarkable for a brave fpirit, full of love 
" to their native land, ^nd of difinterefted 

" zeal 
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*^ zeal far religion and liberty ; faithful in 
^^ their promifes^ fiedfail in their friendfhip, 
*^ abundant in their charity to the poor and, 
*^ diftrefledj moderate in their refentments, 
*^ and eafy to be reconciled j and efpeci- 
^^ ally remarkable for their great and entire 
*^ love to each other, fo that one foul 
** feemed, as it were, to aftuate all the 
" three*/* To which it might have been 
added, — blefled with a fifter, not unwor. 
thy to make the fourth perfon in fuch a 
friendfliip. 

My other correfpondent, in his charac- 
ter of the Captain, fpeaks in this manner. 
*^ The great foundation of all his other vir- 
'^ tues was laid in a moft llncere and fled- 
'^ faft regard to the Supreme Being. He 
" carefully ftudied the great doftrines of 
^^ our holy religion, which he courage- 
^^ oufly profefled, and as it was requilue, 
^^ defended, in whatever company he might 
'^ be call : He did this with the greater 
'^ freedom, as his praftice was always 
*^ agreeable to it 5 and in particular his re- 

" gard, 

* The intimacy of tbeir friendfliip, though chiefly 
founded on a fimilarity of charadler, might perhaps 
be further promoted by their being fo nearly of the 
fame age; for Shr Robert was bom Auguft 24, 1684 j 
the Captain, September 18, i68j 5 and the Doftor, 
September 19, 1687. Sir Robert therefore wasflain 
in his fixty*fecond year \ the Captam in his fixty- 
firft ; and the Doctor in his fifty-ninth. 
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*^ gard, both to the Book, and to the Day 
" of God. He had from his infancy been 
" trained up in an acquaintance with the 
" Scriptures and he daily perufed it with 
*^ pJeafure, and doubtlels with advantage. 
** And though the ' natural chearfulnefs of 
" his temper inclined him on other days to 
*^ facetious turns in converfation, yet on 
^^ the Sabbacb he was not only grave and 
*' devout, but carefully attentive,' that all 
'^ his fpeech might tend to edification^ and tis 
'^ far as poiTiblc minijier grace to the bearers, 
*^ He was exemplary in the focial virtues, 
^^ temperate in the ufe of food and fleep, 
^ and rofe early for devotion, (wherein, as 
^^ in many other refpeSls, he remarkably re- 
^^ fembied his beloved friend Colonel Gar- 
^^ diner.) He was alfo thoroughly fenfible, 
" how much a faithful difcharge of relative 
" duties is efFential to the charafter of a 
" Chriftian, He approved himfelf, there- 
*^ fore, as a brave and vigilant officer, a 
" moft- aftlve and faithful fervant.of the 
^^ crown, and a true patriot to his country 
*^ intheworft of times ; and in domeftic 
^ life was exemplary as a husband, a fa- 
^^ ther, and a mailer. He was a moft af- 
^^ feftionace brother, a faithful' friend, a 
^^ conftant benefactor, and a fure patron of 
*^ the oppreffeds and, to crown all, was at 
^^ laft in effe6t a martyr, in the caufe of that 
" religion he had (o eminently adorned, 

'^ and 
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^^ and of thofe liberties he had fo long and 
^' fo bravely defended/* 

It muft give a fenfible pleafure to every 
reader, who enters into thefe things with a 
becoming fpirir, to refleO:, that notwith- 
llanding thefe unparalleled and irreparable 
lofles, this family, which has been long ce- 
lebrated for fo many worthy branches, is 
not yet extinS: 5 but that both Sir Robert 
Munro, and the Captain, have left thofe 
behind them, who may not only bear up the 
name, but if they anfwer the hopes which 
in the opening of life they give to their 
country, may add new honours to it. 

I hope the reader will not lay down this 
narrative, which is now brought to a clofe, 
without deriving fome ufeful leffons from 
the remarkable train of providence, which 
this Appendix, as well as the preceding 
Memoirs, offer to his obfervation. And the 
more he enters into thefe leffons, the more 
will he be difpofed to lift up his wilhes and 
prayers to God for thofe valuable remains, 
both of Sir Robert Munro's and of Colonel 
Gardiner's family, which may yet be within 
the reach of fuch addrefles, that God may 
gracioufly fupport them in their forfows, 
and that all the virtues and graces of tbe 
illuftrious dead may live in them, and in 
their remoteft pofterity. Amen ! 
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